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CALL IT OCEAN. 


Ocean is the world’s first dual-slider with both a numeric keypad and a separate full QWERTY keyboard. Designed 


fect call, crank out an email or just send your friend a quick instant message, Ocean is without equal 


to make the per 


Take its new HTML browser for a test drive on Helio’s nationwide 3G network and you'll see that Ocean delivers a 
superior web experience paired with smart technology that delivers all of your Yahoo® AOL® Windows Live,” Gmail™ 
accounts and more into a single inbox. You can even sync your Microsoft® Office Outlook® email, contacts and 
calendar right there on your Helio. Just one more way that Ocean makes you look like a mastermind. 


www.helio.com 


When it comes to safety, 
you shouldnt have to choose. 


The Odyssey The Civic Sedan 


The Element The Fit 


At Honda, weve always believed in the importance of safety. Thats why new 
Hondas have a comprehensive package of standard safety equipment: anti-lock 
brakes, front side airbags with an Occupant Position Detection System, side 
curtain airbags and features designed to reduce pedestrian injuries. Its all part 
of a thoroughly responsible approach to vehicles we call ‘Safety for Everyone: 

Safety for Everyone HIONIT DA. 


The Power of Dreams 


“Does not include Honda $2000. ©2006 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. safety.honda.com 
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Baby, it’s You! 
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TV Preview 
In the spirit of HBO's pol 
Love, we've fallen for 50 


On the sce 
shake-up... 


Kevin Cos’ 
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G reach, Seinfeld: Season 8... 
sion 71 


The Riches, What to Watch, and more. 


79 


Rihanna, Paul McCartney, the Police... 


82 


lan McEwan, the latest in chick lit... 


THE GLUTTON 86 
Dalton Ross explains why he won't 
talk to.celebrities—unless he has to. 
ON THE COVER 


Katherine Heigl photographegiforEW by Justin 
Stephens on May 21)20G#)in Los Angeles 


way to shake her.” 
—Katherine Heigl 
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*Visa’s Zero Liability Policy covers U.S.-issued cards only and does not apply to commercial credit cards, ATM transactions, or PIN transactions not processed by Visé 


SAFE AND SOUND. Visa’s multiple layers of security protect you in ways 
that cash and checks can’t. But even if fraud does occur with your Visa° 
credit or check card, you're not liable: Online and off, there’s no better 
protection from fraud. 
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VISA 


cardholder must notify card issuer promptly of any unauthorized use. Consult issuer for additional details or visit visa.com/security. ©2007 Visa U.S.A. Inc. 
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THESIMPSONS SPIDEY 3 LOST 


Panning ‘Pirates’ 
So Johnny Depp claims 
that anything bad said 
about Pirates 2 has 
nothing to do with the 
quality of the film 

and is only unfounded, 
unwarranted backlash 
from critics (“Days of 
Plunder”). That really 
doesn’t bode well for 
Pirates 3. ’mnota 
professional critic, but 
even I know that the 
movie was too long 
and that the writers’ 
decision to send the 
three main characters 
off on their own 
separate story lines for 
most of the film was a 
bad choice that 
stripped it of what 
made the first install- 
ment so great. 


Darrin J. Meyer 
Lincoln, Neb. 


“Your article 
increased 
my burning 
anticipation for 
the third part 


of this 
swashbuckling 
trilogy.” 
Christine DiRienzo 


Orlando 


Jack in Spades 
Kudos for getting the 
skinny on Disney’s 
Captain Jack characters. 
Whatever the training 
is, it’s working. I was at 
Disney World recently 
and saw a look-alike 
that channeled the char- 
acter so well it didn’t 
matter that it wasn’t 
Johnny Depp. 


Julie Hallum 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 


Sweet Poetry 
Poetry has been getting 
more attention in EW— 
and that’s fantastic! 
With two poetry titles 
on the Must List, plus a 
recent review of 
Patricia Smith’s work, 
poetry can again be seen 
as avibrant art form. 


Matt Mason 
Omaha, Neb. 


A ‘Girls’ Thing 

As alongtime Gilmore 
Girls fan, I have been 
surprised at the criti- 
cism this season has 
received (Television). 
Yes, the first four or five 
episodes were a bit 
rocky, but by November, 
David Rosenthal and 
his team were producing 
episodes as good as any- 
thing the Palladinos 
created (especially in 
the uneven season 5). 
And having just seen the 
finale, it’s hard to imag- 
ine the show gettinga 
better send-off. So if no 
one else will say it, I will: 
Mr. Rosenthal, thanks 
for helping a great 
show go out in style. 


B. Hales 
Los Angeles 


WRITE TOUS! 


We want to know what 
you think. Send e-mails to 
ew_letters@ew.com or 
mail to 1675 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10019. 
Include your name, 
address, and telephone 
number. Letters may be 
edited for clarity or length. 


Customer Service and Subscriptions 
For 24/7 service, please use our website 
(www.ew.com/customerservice), or call 
1-800-828-6882. You can also write 
to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY at P.O. 
Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608, 
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OBSESSIVE FAN 
OF THE WEEK! 


Russ Gannon of Hudson, Mass., has been “a 
Simpsons fan since the Spike & Mike ani- 
mation festivals.” He also takes pride in the fact 
that he only collects “the coolest pieces (as 
opposed to every piece of Simpsons product 
ever made).” If what we see (left) includes just 
the coolest, we have to wonder what an 

uncool basement-size stockpile of Simpsons 
memorabilia would look like. Impossible, isn’t it? 


+ P 
Check out the latest movie reviews, 
including 40 Year-Old Virgin director %* 
Judd Apatow’s Knocked Up, starring = 
Seth Rogen (right) as a reluctant dad- 


3. 

Annie Barrett interviews 
Dancing king Apolo Ohno; 
Mike Slezak interviews 
Idol Jordin Sparks. 


4. 

If you were a fan of the Garbage Pail Kids, 
you won't want to miss our sneak peek at 
the latest satirical series of Topps cards: 

Britney and Sanjaya as zombies! 


= 5, 
i : For more on So You 
bed Think You Can Dance 
; and all your other 
favorite summer TV 
shows, log on and 
check out our TV 
Watch recaps of all 
the latest episodes. 
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Miles from 
other waters. 


The islands of Fiji are the definition of remote. Located thousands of 
miles from the nearest industrialized continent, a virgin ecosystem 
sits at the edge of a primitive rainforest. Here, rainfall filters through 
ancient volcanic rock over hundreds of years. Through this natural 
filtration process our water gathers silica, an essential mineral that 
contributes to our soft, smooth taste. Finally, it collects in a natural 
artesian aquifer, where it is preserved and protected from external 
elements. Water, without a drop of civilization. 


www. fijiwater.com © 2007 Fil! Water Company LLC. All rights reserved. F Il Water. Untouched. 


LOOK WHO WE'VE GOT OUR HANES ON NOW 


COMFORTSOFT’ WAISTBAND 
Y. Tagless® panties with a waistband wrapped 
in super soft cotton. They can make every 
move this comfortable. 
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\ France 


| Star-powered parties and 
VJ | gripping cinema collide on 

, Cannes’ 60th anniversary. 
| BY MISSY SCHWARTZ 


nasticky night during this year’s 
Cannes film festival, George Clooney, 
/ \ Matt Damon, Sharon Stone, and their 
\ fellow glitterati braved the twisty hills 
\ above the Croisette to attend amfAR’s annual 
AIDS benefit at the exclusive Moulin de Mougins 
: restaurant. Not long after the charity auction be- 
‘ gan, Clooney sauntered on stage with his Ocean’s 
; Thirteen cohorts, swiped the mic from emcee 
\ Stone, and addressed the crowd of sweaty swells. 
“Up for bid, one air conditioner: $500,000.” 
Leave it to Clooney to sum up the May 16-27 
gathering, a 60th-anniversary celebration that 
served up a melange of serious cinema, dizzying 
fun, and sweltering heat. The event embraced 
highbrow and low, from angsty fare (Control, a 
biopic about tragic Joy Division singer Ian Curtis) 
to splashy silliness (bonjour, Ocean’s Thirteen!). 
And the ultra-luxe Hotel du Cap—set against a 
gorgeous Mediterranean backdrop—boasted its 
most star-studded scene in years, with Damon, 
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! Pitt, Damon, and Clooney 
at the Ocean's Thirteen 
premiere; (below left) 
Jerry Seinfeld suits up to 
promote Bee Movie 


\ Clooney, Leonardo DiCaprio, Brad Pitt, and 


“Cannes— 
it’s a big 

ol’ bonanza 
of hyper- 
activity, 
excitement, 
and free 


cocktails.’ 


— ‘Golden Compass’ 
director Chris Weitz 
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Angelina Jolie causing flashbulb frenzies. Here’s 
a breakdown of the films and the festivities that 
helped Cannes celebrate the big 6-0 in suitably 
magnifique style. 


THE MOVIES Attendees were extra eager to duck 
into dark screening rooms, and it wasn’t just for 
the AC: This year’s crop of films turned out to be 
the strongest in recent memory. Oscar-winning 
Pan’s Labyrinth director Guillermo del Toro 
presented The Orphanage, a Spanish ghost story 
that terrified audiences and enthralled critics. 

A Mighty Heart, Michael Winterbottom’s docu- 
style drama starring Jolie as the widow of Wall 
Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl, was greeted 
warmly—to the relief of producer Brad Pitt. “I felt 
a great responsibility,” he said of telling Pearl’s 
story. “I’m proud of the end result.” 

Audiences also embraced The Diving Bell and 
the Butterfly, a French-language drama about late 
Elle editor Jean-Dominique Bauby that earned 
artist-turned-filmmaker Julian Schnabel (Before 
Night Falls) the best director trophy. But shocking- 
ly, Joel and Ethan Coen’s No Country for Old Men 
went home empty-handed, losing the Palme d’Or 
to Romanian drama 4 Months, 3 Weeks & 2 Days. 
Still, the rapturous reaction to the Coens’ violent 
adaptation of Cormac McCarthy’s 2005 novel was 
enough for star Javier Bardem: “People receiving 
the movie so well at one of the most important fes- 
tivals in the world—I don’t think it can get better.” 


THE DEALS For all the excitement inside theaters, 
the marketplace remained relatively quiet, mainly 
because the hottest titles arrived with distribu- 
tion intact. “So many companies are producing 
their own movies,” noted Sony Pictures Classics 


elly Macdonald, Javier 
, and Josh Brolin 


co-president Michael Barker, who purchased the 
Israeli comedy The Band’s Visit. “There are fewer 
good ones in the market.” That said, IFC bought 

4 Months and Flight of the Red Balloon, while 
Columbia snagged crime drama We Own the Night 
for $11.5 million—a hefty sum considering it was 
booed after its first press screening. Meanwhile, 
The Weinstein Co. picked up Control for under 
halfa million dollars. But it was the new Miramax 
that emerged as king of the Croisette, arriving 
with No Country and departing with Diving Bell, 
after laying down about $2.5 million. “Diving 

Bell exceeded my expectations,” said president 
Daniel Battsek. “We were thrilled to buy it.” 


THE SCENE What is Cannes without decadent 
revelry? At first, things felt scandalously tame. 
(Or lame: Picture Jessica Simpson talking up 
her next film project, Major Movie Star, aboard 
the Budweiser yacht.) Then U2 rocked 
asurprise two-song set on the steps of the Palais 
des Festivals. A few nights later, Grindhouse’s 
Quentin Tarantino, Robert Rodriguez, and Rose 
McGowan reunited at a beachside bash, while 
Casino Royale’s Daniel Craig and Eva Green 
joined the boys from HBO’s Entourage to toast 
New Line’s 40th birthday. The studio also 
unveiled footage from December’s The Golden 
Compass, and director Chris Weitz was clearly 
succumbing to the rush of the Riviera. 
“Cannes—it’s a big ol’ bonanza of hyperactivity, 
excitement, and free cocktails,” he gushed. 
“Who am I to quibble with that?” m (Additional 
reporting by Daniel Fierman) 


An Idol’s Work 
Is Never Done... 


Sleep deprivation, probing questions about 
her love life, and one last assignment 

for lth-grade English. In the wake of her 
‘American Idol’ victory, this is Jordin 
Sparks’ now. On May 29, the effervescent 
teen stopped by EW’s offices to chat about 
the insane post-win interview schedule 
that’s left her jaw sore—but her megawatt 
smile delightfully intact. —Michael Slezak 


THURSDAY, MAY 24 


5:15 AM 
Access Hollywood 
interview 


5:30-8:15 AM 
Over 25 Fox affiliate 
and radio interviews 


9:00 AM 
Access Hollywood 
performance rehearsal 


10:00 AM-2:00 PM 
Lunch/school 


“It was my last 
day of school,” says 
Sparks. “Il was 


reading A Separate 

Peace. | have to fin- 
ish, but | don't know 
where | put my book.” 


4:30PM 
Tonight Show taping 


5:30 PM 
Ellen taping 


FRIDAY, MAY 25 


11:00 AM 
Magazine photo shoot 


6:00 PM 
Larry King Live 


12:00-4:00 PM 
Idol tour photo shoot 


SATURDAY, MAY 26 


SUNDAY, MAY 27 
Day off 
Sparks can’t recall 


how she spent her 
free time. “I'm 


so confused. Every- 
thing is running into 
each other!” 


MONDAY, MAY 28 


71:00 AM 
Travel to New York City 


7:15 PM 
Arrive in NYC 


TUESDAY, MAY 29 


6:15 AM 
Hair/makeup 


7:50 AM 
WPLJ radio interview 


8:10 AM 
Regis and Kelly 
rehearsal 


3:00 AM 
Regis appearance 


3:50 AM 
ABC radio interview 


10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Launch radio tour 


12:30-2:00 PM 
Magazine 
meet-and-greet 


2:15-3:30 PM 
Meet-and-greet with 
EW staff 


3:30-5:00 PM 
Break 


“Any extra free time 
you have, you are 
sleeping, or you're 
trying to sleep," says 
Sparks. “But if you 


try to sleep, some- 
times you get preoc- 
cupied with some- 
thing, and then you 
don't get to bed.” 


5:45-5:50 PM 
Appearance on local 
Fox TV affiliate 


6:30-7:15 PM 
Mi TRL appearance 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 30 


6:00 AM 
Hair/makeup 


7:45 AM 
Appearance on Fox’s 
Good Day New York 


9:15-9:20 AM 
Appearance on 

The Morning Show 
With Mike and Juliet 


10:00-11:15 AM 
Fox News radio tour 


What question 
has she been asked 
the most? “Do 


| have a boyfriend? 
And | don't. I’ve 
been asked that 
tons of times.” 


11:30-11:50 AM 
Magazine 
meet-and-greet 


11:55 AM-12:10 PM 
Sales meet-and-greet 


12:20-2:00 PM 
Lunch/break 


2:15-2:45 PM 
Magazine 
meet-and-greet 


3:30-4:30 PM 
TRL appearance 


6:00-7:00 PM 


Appearance on BET's 
106 & Park 


THURSDAY, MAY 31 


8:00 AM 
Today show appearance 


9:00 AM 
CBS Early Show taping 


EW.COM Foran 
exclusive Idolatry interview 
with Jordin, go to EW.com 


NEWS+#NOTES 


LIST 


Oprah’s dad meant to tell her he was writ- 
ing a book about her “J wanted it to bea 
surprise,” he stammered. “Uh...surprise!” 


By Scott Brown 


Justin Timberlake reportedly in love 
with Jessica Biel Jremember the first 
time I was reportedly in love. Sadly, 
she never seemed to get my press releases. 


Isaiah Washington anti-hate PSA 
airs Its stirring message: 
“Please stop hating me.” 


Mary-Kate Olsen to 
portray evangelical on 
Weeds If she gets tired 
from too much wor- 
ship, Ashley steps in. 


House’s Hugh Laurie receives honor 
from Queen “Screw it,” said the Queen. 
“Take Helen Mirren’s gift bag, too.” 


Donald Trump hates Rosie O’Donnell 

and Elisabeth Hasselbeck alike Is it 
Just me, or is there an amazing ‘Three’s 
Company: The New Class’ in this trio? 


Franklin Mint releases Silver Surfer quarter 
Maybe now I can get change for this 
stupid Ghost Rider silver dollar. 


Keira Knightley to 
play Diana? The pitch: 
“If ‘The Queen’ was 


‘The Fugitive,’ 
this could be your 
m A ‘U.S. Marshals.’” 
Me ; 


Osmonds reunite for SOth-anniversary 

special They have about 60 minutes to 
feed, and then it’s back in the ground for 
another 17 years. 


1 0 Miss USA slips, falls during pageant 
in Mexico She too was startled 


by Paula Abdul’s Chihuahua, now more 
feared than el chupacabra among women 
in impractical shoes. 


For all the latest headlines, pictures, and ridiculous 
Hollywood miscellany, visit popwatch.ew.com 
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Networkin 
Progress 


NBC drops top exec Kevin Reilly and 
hires one of TV's most in-demand 
producers. BY LYNETTE RICE 


n May 14, NBC Entertainment president 
Kevin Reilly assured advertisers at the an- 
nual upfronts presentations in New York 


that the network’s new shows—like an update of 
Bionic Woman and a Heroes spin-off—could 


pull the Peacock out of fourth place. Now he’s 5 Reilly celebrating with 

i Z j : The Office's Rainn 
looking for anew job. On May 29, the 44-year ; Wilsan and Joba 
old executive—who launched hits like ) : Krasinski in 2006; 


Heroes and Deal or No Deal—left after the . , . Silverman (inset) 
sudden hire of hotshot agent-turned- ; 
independent TV producer Ben Silver- 
man, who has never worked ata 
network. Silverman, 36, joins NBC vet 
Marc Graboff as co-chair of NBC’s 
Entertainment division and sister 
production unit NBC Universal TV. 
Industry reaction was generally 
favorable, given Silverman’s record as a 
hitmaker. His production company, 
Reveille, is responsible for The Office, 
ABC’s Ugly Betty, and Showtime’s The 
Tudors, among others. (Reveille maintains 


advertisers, the international business— sc 
that makes him a more interesting choice | wa nt to 


than the traditional developer.” b ri n g bac k 


But there was equal sympathy for bi broad- 
Reilly, who’s been dogged by departure g 


rumors since rejoining NBC in 2003. It’s cast fu n for 
unclear where he’ll land next, and HBO the whole 
denied rumors that it was talking with ye 
him. Ifit’s any consolation, NBC must now fam , ly. 
pay Reilly severance to make good on the —New NBC 
three-year, multimillion-dollar deal he signed Entertainment 
in March. Silverman, meanwhile, has no co-chairman 


its first-look deal with NBC Universal and current plans to hire a replacement for Reilly Ben Silverman 
will continue without him.) “He looks be- nor does he want to change the fall schedule: 
yond television,” says Aaron Kaplan, senior “I’m looking to make sure those shows get 
VP of TV programming at William Morris seen by everybody. I want to bring back 
Agency. “He looks at digital applications, big broadcast fun for the whole family.” 
BEST PLAY j ts sexed-u LEAD ACTRESS IN A PLAY 
Golf What Will Win LEAD ACTOR IN A PLAY . ; 
5 : Who will Win 
BEST MUSICAL C er, Talk sey 5 
ens, Sp Who Will Win : 5 
s What : - ; 


Will Win S 
>EW.COM 
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A NEW LIFETIME ORIGINAL DRAMATIC SERIES 


THE ARMY HAS ITS CODE 
THE WIVES HAVE THEIR OWN 


armywives 


FROM “GREY'S ANATOMY” EXECUTIVE PRODUCER MARK GORDON 


iN 


SUNDAYS 10PM/9C > SERIES PREMIERE JUNE 3 


presented with limited commercial interruptions by COVERGIRL and nig Li feti m eC 


lifetimetv.com 


©2007 Lifetime Entertainment Services 
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Rosie the Riveting 


Following a particularly screamy May 23 argument with cohost Elisabeth Hasselbeck on 
‘The View,’ Rosie O’Donnell decided to abandon her chair at the daytime kaffeeklatsch 
three weeks early. The row capped nine tumultuous, undeniably watchable months—so 
here’s a look back at five of Rosie’s most unforgettable moments. BY KAREN LEIGH 


Gh NOVEMBER 
21, 2006 
After Kelly Ripa 
chides Clay Aiken 
for putting his 
hand over her 
mouth on Live 
With Regis and 
Kelly—she 
gripes that 

she doesn't 
“know where 
that hand's 
been"—O'Donnell 
calls Ripa's reac- 
tion “homophobic.” 
(Aiken does not 
publicly discuss 
his sexuality.) An 
angry Ripa phones 
in to The View 

to defend herself, 
claiming mere 
germophobia. 


BODY COUNT’ 
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(2) NOVEMBER 
29,2006 
It's controlled 
chaos as a Limon- 
cello-lubricated 
Danny DeVito 
flounders his way 
through an 
interview, 
but 
O'Donnell 
manages to 


——> | 
J restore order 


— 


by pulling the 
diminutive actor 
onto her 

lap (“Sit with 
mommy”) and 
urging him to 
read “We'll 
be right 
back" from 
the cue 
cards. 


DECEMBER 

20,2006 
Rosie goes toe-to- 
comb-over with 
Donald Trump, 
mocking the blus- 
tery billionaire and 
calling hima 
“snake-oil sales- 
man.” A tiresome, 
months-long press 
battle ensues. 


MARCH 6, MAY 23, 
2007 2007 
Upset that con- In what will become 
testant Antonella her final day on the 
Barba was show, O'Donnell 


able to stay and Hassel- 
on American beck have an 
Idol after a uncomfortably 
risqué-photo heated argu- 
scandal, * ment over, 
O'Donnell among other things, 
calls the Fox show whether Rosie 
“racist” and called U.S. troops 


“terrorists.” At the 
climax of the six- 
minute brawl, the 
women are shown 
via split screen. Ina 
May 26 video on her 
website, O'Donnell 


“weightist,” citing 
heavyset African- 
American contes- 
tant Frenchie Davis’ 
2003 photo- 
related ouster. The 
Idol producers fire 


back, saying says, “When | saw 
O'Donnell spoke the split screen, 
“without thought or ‘that’s when | knew 
knowledge.” it was over.” 


* Includes films opening on 7,000 or more screens through May 25. Only confirmed deaths are scored, and any blood shed en masse is tallied through logical (though unscientific) estimation. 


GHOST 
WRITER 


Oprah lures reclusive 
author Cormac McCarthy 
to TV for arare chat. 
—Gregory Kirschling 


Think of it as the Super Bowl 
for English majors: On June 
5, talk-show host Oprah 
Winfrey will air her sit-down 
with reclusive writer Cormac 
McCarthy to discuss his 
bleak apocalyptic novel The 
Road, her latest Book Club 
pick. The 73-year-old author 
is ona roll—The Road wona 
Pulitzer in April and the 

film version of his 2005 book 
No Country for Old Men 

just wowed audiences at 
Cannes. But he's only been 
interviewed two times in 

his 40-year career, most 
recently in 2005, and has 
never appeared on television 
before. That makes Oprah's 
get the most enticing must- 
see TV moment for serious 
bookworms since Thomas 
Pynchon (another recluse) 
lent his voice to The Simp- 
sons in 2004. So what made 
McCarthy do it? “[He] said, 
‘Oprah's done good things 
for writing," says McCarthy's 
editor at Knopf, Sonny 
Mehta. And how does Mc- 
Carthy feel about sitting on 
the most famous hot seat in 
daytime TV? “I didn’t [ask 
him]," Mehta admits, laugh- 
ing. “I was rather hoping he'd 
feel all right about it.” 


Winfrey i) 
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The NEW Discover® Motiva™ Card. 

idea that rewards you for paying your bill on time. Pay on time 
6 months in a row and you get the next month’s interest back as a cash reward. 
Discover it for yourself at Discovercard.com/Motivacard or call 1-800-DISCOVER. 
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Release the 
Sounds! 


Ever wonder what happened 

to the new Courtney Love album? 
So did we. The answer to this 

and other high-profile CD delays. 
BY LEAH GREENBLATT 


ven Kelly Clarkson—whose last disc 
ia sold over 5 million copies—can’t avoid 
that dreaded industry pitfall: the delayed 
album release. Clarkson’s My December was 
delivered in January, but due in part to label 
concerns about the lack of a surefire hit, it’s 
now hitting stores on June 26. With that wait 
over, we got to wondering about the status of 
other MIA projects. 
Nobody’s Daughter 
Months ago, Love reportedly hoped for 
a March 1 release for her collaboration 
with Linda Perry and the Smashing 
Pumpkins’ Billy Corgan. UPDATE 
Daughter is still dateless, though 
Love is aiming to debut new songs 
at live shows in New York, L.A., 
and Europe this summer. 
Kate The ’N Syncer’s 
2004 solo CD said bye bye bye to 
the pop charts fairly quickly. But 
with help from Timbaland and 
ex-Syncer Justin Timberlake, his 
follow-up was meant to revive his 
pop status this summer. UPDATE 
“Jive is hoping that [the single “You 
Ruined Me,” released May 28] will 
blow up,” says a source close to 
Chasez. “They don’t feel like they 
need to put Kate out before then.” 
Chasez adds that his “eclectic” style 
makes his album hard to package: 
“In today’s day and age, everything 
has to be marketed specifically. 
That’s tough when youre dealing 
with an artist like me.” ) 


Title TBD | % 
w 


Asurprise album of the year 


FIVE MINUTES AGO 


Green shirts 


White sunglasses 
Self-diagnosing Stalking your doctor 


‘Top Chef’ obsessing ‘On the Lot’ curiosity 


JO Chasez; 
Courtney Lovel 


Rooney; Lee Ann 
Womack (eft) 


win at the 2005 CMAs gave the 
country star plenty of juice. She 
began working on her follow-up 
immediately, but it has yet to ar- 
rive, UPDATE “Lee Ann wasn’t happy 
with the album,” says a source at her 
label. “But we support her heading 
back in [the studio].... We'll wait for 
it.” Sorry, fans—no word on how 
long that wait will be. 

Calling the World The pop- 
rockers’ 2003 debut sold over 400K 
with help from abig push on The O.C. 
Where’s their sophomore disc? UPDATE 
The band recorded “enough songs to 
fill up two albums,” says a label exec- 

utive, but they weren’t satisfied. So 


Rooney wrote a new CD in about three 
weeks. World will be out July 17, while 
the band tours with Fergie. Don’t you 


love ahappy ending? (Additional 


reporting by Simon Vozick-Levinson) 


Purple dresses 
Healers 


‘American Idol’ bitterness 


NEWS+NOTES 


DEAL 
REPORT 


& has said 
“yes” to The Proposal—a 
rom-com about a book 
editor who marries her 


assistant to avoid being 
deported back to Canada. 
Explains producer 
(Monk), “This 
woman starts off as a hard 
case and ends up falling in 
love for the first time.” 


+ Producer is 
giving amakeover. 
The new live-action Mas- 
ters of the Universe pic will 
be “cooler” and “grittier” 
than the ’87 

flick, a source close to 
the film assures EW. “It'll 
be more like Lord of the 
Rings.” No news on who'll 
don He-Man’s loincloth. 


+ aka. 
, is writing a two-in- 
one flip book due this fall, 


titled Borat: Touristic 
Guidings to Minor Nation 
of U.S. and A. and Borat: 
Touristic Guidings to Glo- 
rious Nation of Kazakh- 
stan. “It’s exactly like the 
movie,” says Borat's edi- 
tor, Flying Dolphin Press 
, “totally 
tasteless and brilliantly 
funny.” With one excep- 
tion: “I don’t think we'll 
be seeing naked wrestling.” 
—Vanessa Juarez 


’ 
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NEWS+NOTES 


TYING ONE ON 


Oi, matey. Jack Sparrow would surely have these Pirates pretenders walking the plank for stealing 

his beauty secret: the . (Another possible inspiration? The new CBS reality show 

Pirate Master.) But the captain won't likely be ditching his look just because a few famous land 
sharks copped his seafaring style. See you on the poop deck, fashionistas! 


JOHNNY DEPP He’s 
no you-know-what- 
come-lately to 

the trend; the classic 
wraparound is a per- 


fect complement to his 


guy-liner and dread- 
lock dinglebobbles. 


NICOLE RICHIE Her 
paisley headgear 
says Aerosmith; 

her mod shades, 
‘Barbarella.’ And the 
xylophone breast- 
bone? Possible scurvy. 


BRITNEY SPEARS 
Does are-blonded 
Brit long for ye olde 
shorn-head days? 
While she’s taken her 
scalp off public dis- 
play, the be-skulled 
scarf sends up a flare. 


ASHTON KUTCHER 
Though his silken 
number is undoubt- 
edly pricey, methinks 
he got ‘Punk'd’ on this 
brave but misguided 


fashion voyage. 


RIHANNA Who needs 


’ an “Umbrella” when 


your head’s already 
covered? The pop diva 
mixes streetwear with 
sweet pop-art prints: 
That's areal treasure. 


GM Pie 


LINDSAY LOHAN Well, 
shiver our timbers! 
The starlet appears 
to have either a very 


forward fashion 


sense, or the world’s 
chicest bandage for a 
gaping head wound. 
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Sars § 
1-1N CONTROL™ 
fe serum 


IRON-IN CONTROL™ 
protective dry mist 


NEW! STYLING INFUSED WITH 


HOT AND GOLD 


THE FIRST GOLD-INFUSED THERMAL STYLING LINE customized by hair type and heat tool. 


Patented Heat Dispersion Technology distributes heat evenly. lonic Bonding System shapes and 


So hair stays sexy, shiny, glamorous. 
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seals styles with long-lasting styling memory. Helps mend breakage and defend against damage. 


NEWS+NOTES 


EXPECTING 


24’s Kim 
Raver, 38, 
and her 
husband, 
French film- 
maker Manuel Boyer, 
will welcome their 
second child this fall. 


BIRTH 


Actress Connie Nielsen 
(Gladiator), 41, and 


Metallica drummer Lars 


Ulrich, 43, greeted their 
first baby, son Bryce 
Thadeus, on May 21. 


MARRIED 


National Geographic 
Channel and Oprah cor- 
respondent Lisa Ling, 33, 
wed doctor Paul Song, 
41, on May 26 in L.A. 


ANNOUNCED 


On May 28, 
Justin Tim- 
berlake, 26, 
revealed he 
will be chair- 
man and CEO of newly 
formed label Tennman 
Records, whose CDs 
will be distributed by 
Interscope. “Justin has 


i 2 
oO 


Monitor 


been able to multitask 
because he learned it at 
such a young age,” says 
Timberlake’s manager 
Johnny Wright. “The 
natural progression for 
him is to be the master 
of his own label.” 


COURTS 


On May 25, Ty Penning- 
ton, 42, host of ABC’s 
Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition, pleaded 
no contest to a drunk- 
driving charge, stem- 
ming from an arrest in 
L.A. three weeks earlier. 
He was sentenced to 
36 months’ probation, 
and ordered to pay 
$1,500 and attend a 90- 
day outpatient alcohol- 
education program... 
Actor Ryan O'Neal, 66, 
will not face criminal 
charges for allegedly 
assaulting his son, 
actor Griffin, 42, witha 


gun during an argument 


in February. According 
to the L.A. district 
attorney, there is 
“insufficient evidence 
to prove the case.”...On 
May 25, R&B singer 
Brandy, 28, was slapped 


CUADIEC 


4 


CHARLES NELSON REILLY 1931-2007 

A Tony award-winning actor best known for his kitschy "70s 
and ’80s TV appearances on Match Game (above right, with 
Brett Somers), Hollywood Squares, and The Tonight Show 
With Johnny Carson, Reilly died May 25 of complications 
from pneumonia in Los Angeles. “He was brilliant, he was 
inspirational,” said Barry Poltermann, who directed The Life 
of Reilly, the 2006 film version of the comedian’s autobio- 
graphical one-man stage play. “He was funny as hell.” —LS 


with a fourth lawsuit 


following aDecember - 


2006 freeway accident 
that killed a 38-year- 
old L.A. woman. Mallory 
Ham, 50, the driver ofa 
third car in the crash, is 
suing the former Moe- 
sha star for an undis- 
closed sum, claiming 
she “recklessly” oper- 
ated the vehicle, caus- 
ing Ham to be “severely 
injured.” Brandy has 
denied all liability.... On 


Lohan: 3; Driver’s Ed: O 


It wasn't the most festive of Memorial Day weekends for Lindsay 


- Lohan. On May 26, the actress, 20, was arrested for DUI after 


7. 

e 

4 x 
* 


Beverly Hills police say she crashed her Mercedes into some 
trees. (It was her third accident in two years—the first two 
weren't her fault.) Cops also say they found a “usable amount” 


of a substance they believe to be cocaine in her car; arraign- 


mentis set for Aug. 24. Her reps declined comment, but less 
than 48 hours later, paparazzi caught the starlet slumped in 
her SUV, mouth agape, after partying at the Roosevelt Hotel. 
On May 29, Lohan checked back into rehab. (Here’s 
hoping this one sticks!) No word yet on the status of her 
next production, the comedy Poor Things, which was 
due to begin shooting May 30. —Vanessa Juarez 
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May 24, Keira Knightley 
(Pirates of the Carib- 
bean), 22, was awarded 
nearly $6,000 in her 
suit against London’s 
Daily Mail for a Janu- 
ary story that the ac- 
tress claimed suggested 
she was partly respon- 
sible for an anorexic 
teen’s death. (The arti- 
cle ran a photo of 
Knightley next to the 
quote “If pictures like 
this one of Keira carried 
ahealth warning, my 
darling daughter might 
have lived.”) Knightley 
intends to donate the 
settlement to an eating- 
disorder charity... 

On May 18, Elizabeth 
Taylor, 75, 
won a three- 
year battle 
over the 

~ ownership 
of a Vincent van Gogh 
painting. A federal 
appeals court ruled 
that the descendants of 
the late Margarete 
Mauthner, who lost her 


possessions to the Nazis 
in Germany in 1939, 
waited too long to file 
their 2005 suit seeking 
ownership of View of 
the Chapel and Asylum 
at Saint-Rémy. Taylor 
bought the painting in 
London in 1963. 


AILING 


Mischa 
Barton (The 
O.C.), 21, was 
hospitalized 
in L.A. on 
May 27 after suffering 
a reaction to antibiotics 
for bronchitis. She was 
discharged the same day. 


DEATH 


Pianist Ben Weisman, 
85, who co-wrote songs 
for Elvis Presley, in- 
cluding “Follow That 
Dream,” after compli- 
cations from a stroke, 
on May 20, in L.A. 
—Lindsay Soll, with 
additional reporting by 
Stewart Allen and 
Simon Vozick-Levinson 
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The Oscar winner takes a stab at playing, fire evil in ‘Mr. Brooks.’ BY ADAM B. VARY 


It’s been nine days since Kevin Costner’s 
wife of more than two years, Christine, 
gave birth to their son, Cayden Wyatt. 
Buton this gray morning, nestled ona 
massive living-room couch in his home 
near Santa Barbara, the 52-year-old is the 
picture of calm. Stroking the thicket of 
hair below his lip, the actor explains that 
the baby is named for a distinguished 
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appeal: 


Hurt and Costner 
in Mr. Brooks 


figure from his past. Of course: Wyatt Earp—the 
wild American frontier’s premier hero and the 
role Costner played in the 1994 film, right? 

Not quite. “It’s a reference to the best dog I 
ever had,” Costner says, smiling, his well-tanned 
face crinkling as his current canines, white Labs 
Daisy and Jewel, snuggle underfoot near the 
crackling fireplace. “Someone might read be- 
tween the lines: Why are you naming him after a 
dog? But if you’ve ever had a great one in your 
life...” Costner trails off wistfully. “I’ve had about 
10; he was the greatest.” 


Costner seems to be in the mood to a | wasn't 


dying to be 


confound expectations. For more than 
20 years, he’s built a career as Holly- 


months until a more flexible backer could be 
found. “He was much stronger than [co-writer 
Raynold Gideon] and I,” recalls co-writer/direc- 
tor Bruce A. Evans. “As writers, everything is 
malleable to us: ‘We could cut this line. We could 
maybe make this scene do something else.’ ‘No,’ 
(Costner said], ‘we’re doing what I read!’” 

And yet, the final, Costner-supervised cut of 
Mr. Brooks came in at alean 117 minutes (minus 
credits). “There’s a real myth about my decisions 
being artsy-fartsy or [the result of] vanity,” Cost- 
ner contends. Now well into his third decade in 
the movies, Costner is vehement that Holly- 
wood’s group-think mentality can kill a movie. 
He says that creative compromise can affect 
a film’s box office “by millions of dollars.... Movies 
that I have liked on paper have suffered in 
post[production]. I’m not surprised on opening 
weekend [when they bomb]. It’s like watching a 
car crash.” When he goes on like this, Costner can 
seem defensive—but then he’ll defuse the mo- 
ment by casually flopping his beach-blond hair 
(now graying slightly) forward over his forehead. 

Costner won’t single out which wrecks he’s 
talking about exactly, but, if you’re wondering, 
they are definitely not Waterworld or The Post- 
man. He stubbornly supports those films, all 
these many years later. But he isn’t in- 
terested in comparing their bad press— 
too costly! too long!—with the relatively 
free ride that certain 2007 threequels 


wood’s archetypal leading man, from in a ser ial- are getting for their running time and 
The Untouchables to Field of Dreams kill erm ovi e budgetary bloat. Says Costner: “I don’t 
and The Bodyguard. His directorial de- * feel vindicated. They’re doing that be- 
but, Dances With Wolves, resurrected They ki nda cause of their success, and they can.” 
the Western, won an armful of Oscars, He has, obviously, a relationship with 
and had pundits calling him the second creep a Hollywood that is ambivalent at best. 
coming of Gary Cooper. When he’s me out. The L.A. native recently sold his Holly- 


played scoundrels (Bull Durham, Tin 

Cup), they’ve been good guys at heart. He even 
weathered the one-two punch of belly flops 
Waterworld and The Postman, and rebounded 
with roles in well-received films like 2005’s 
Upside of Anger. But this month, in the noir-y 
thriller Mr. Brooks (see review, page 63), he puts 
forth his most un-Costner role yet: an irredeem- 
able serial killer who’s addicted to murder. 

“T wasn’t dying to be in a serial-killer movie,” 
Costner points out (pun seemingly unintended). 
“They kinda creep me out.” Nonetheless, Costner 
was so taken with the central conceit—the title 
killer’s a family man wrestling with his own lethal 
nature, personified by an illusory alter ego, 
played by William Hurt—that he signed on to 
star and produce. But only if he could do so 
independently, with no major-studio meddling. 

When a potential financier demanded the 
film not exceed two hours—presumably a not- 
so-subtle swipe at Costner’s renowned appetite 
for lengthy running times—Costner waited nine 
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wood Hills estate (to Ryan Seacrest) 
and is renovating an oceanfront property two 
hours north. He and Christine, 33, a handbag 
designer, currently live in a nearby bungalow, 
which they plan to give to her parents. (Cayden 
Wyatt is Christine’s first child and his fifth. Cost- 
ner has three grown children from his 16-year 
marriage to Cindy—they divorced in 1994—anda 
10-year-old son from another relationship.) 

While that doesn’t mean he’s finished with 

Hollywood (“I really will work with anybody,” he 
says), he probably won’t visit that often. His next 
project is the Election Day satire Swing Vote, 
which he will finance out of his own pocket. (The 
soul patch is an effort to find the right look for his 
ne’er-do-well character before the film’s upcom- 
ing shoot.) “It’s just asimple comedy, Capraesque, 
if you will. What’s important is that it stay that 
[way]. If it tries to be something else, it’s going to 
fail.” With Costner’s dedication to his own re- 
invention, it’s clear that he’s merely talking about 
his next movie, and not himself. m 


My Brilliant 
Career 
Kevin Costner 


The Big Chill 

Though his role was 

cut (he’s the body in 

the opening funeral 
sequence), Costner 
“learned a lot on a 
that movie.” ew 


Silverado 

“That wasn’t the typi- 

cal [Western] charac- 
ter.|wasn'tsurehow ¢, 
to play him at first” .o? 
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Dances 

With 

Wolves o 
Re) 


: Robin Hood: 
| Prince of 

| Thieves 

: “I felt it was 
important to 
do an accent. | ~ 
wasn't greatatit.” —.c? 


JFK 

“He’s hungry for the 
truth, Oliver Stone. It 
isn't always 

readily avail- 

able [but] 

it doesn’t 


sv 
| The Bodyguard © 
! Waterworld 
“At worst, 
it was prob- 


ably over 
budget 


about 10 
percent.” & 
panos, 
| The Postman 2 
: The Upside 
of Anger 
: “Joan Allen never got 
| the recognition from S 
| it she [deserved).” Ss 
pe $$ 
| Mr. Brooks Vv 


For more of Kevin 
Costner on his film career, 
go to ew.com/costner 
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BLEDEL: MATT JONES; DANCING WITH THE STARS: CAROL KAELSON; GRENIER: NANCY KASZERMAN/ZUMA PRESS 


Alexis Bledel 


Alexis Bledel is ina Manhattan hotel lounge, calmly stirring sugar into her... 
tea? This can mean only one thing: The actress who spent seven years chug- 
ging Luke’s coffee on Gilmore Girls really has moved on. “I’m looking for- 
ward to seeing what else I can do,” says the Houston native, 25, who trades 
Stars Hollow for sleepy Mud Meadows in I’m Reed Fish. In the June 1 indie, 
she plays a woman dealing with her mother’s death and a crumbling en- 
gagement. Though Bledel has been in films before (2002’s Tuck Everlasting, 
2005’s The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants), she insists, “I don’t want to go 
too commercial.” Well, unless the right action-flick script falls into her lap: 
“Tmagine [me in] a Carrie-Anne Moss Matrix kind of thing!” —Karen Leigh 


“I would get so exhausted,” / 


she says of spitting out Rory’s fast-paced lines. “It burns you out.” 
But memorizing those exchanges kept her sharp. “It’s amazing what 
your brain can do if you practice. I still race through dialogue, even 
at auditions. I have to slow down and talk like normal people.” 


“Tt’s not 


on the work.” During photo shoots, “[You] do these stupid movements to 
make the dress look cute. Everyone’s standing around watching. You just 
feel ridiculous sometimes. I don’t like being the center of attention!” 


“Tt would have to be at least 10 years before I'd do [a series] again, because 
it is such an all-consuming experience.” On tap is the much-anticipated 
Pants sequel (due next summer) costarring America Ferrera and now film- 
ing in balmy Santorini, Greece. “It’s not work,” she says. “It’s a vacation.” 


\ 


something I gravitate toward,” the actress says of the media glare. “I focus \ 


By APOLO ANTON OHNO 


Adrian Grenier’s 
Passion Project 


The Entourage star recalls how he 
sought his birth father in his HBO doc 
Shot in the Dark (June 3, 10:30 p.m.) 


“| imagined myself as a space traveler 
exploring a black hole—something 
that's unknown but has this gravi- 
tational force. | was exploring my 


SS, dad, not by talking to him directly but 


by getting clues based on talking 

to people in his family. At a certain 
point, my plans were overruled: | 
called my grandparents, and he was 
there—and picked up the phone! 
Entourage is [also] about family, 
about brothers in a virtual sense— 
the brothers I've never had. And 
now | have a dad that | never had.” 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Stupid Questions With 


SARAH 
SILVERM 


If they gave out silver medals for comedy, Sarah 
Silverman would totally get one. (A gold medal would 
be too weird, what with her last name and all.) On 
June 3, the star of Comedy Central's The Sarah 
Silverman Program—who serves her verbal Molotov 
cocktails with a smile—hosts the film industry's 
coolest (and arguably sixth most important) night: the 
2007 MTV Movie Awards. First, let’s see if she can 
stand up to some Stupid Questions. —Dan Snierson 


In an MTV publicity 
photo, you're holding 
up the Golden Popcorn 
award and gazing into 
the heavens. What are 
you thinking about? 
To be honest, I was 
just thinking, “Do I 
look pretty with my 
eyes like this?” 
Turns out I do. I look 
downright adorable. 


When practicing your 
monologue, do you 
bleep yourself just to 
get used to the sound? 
Hmm. I can’t tell if 
youre asking if I bleep 
myself or if I f--- my- 
self. Ican’t tell ifyou’re 
bleeping yourself. 


What are you the host 
with the most of? 
Iam the host with 
the most...vagina? 
[Sighs] The word 
vagina is totally in 
my bag of tricks. Still 
makes me laugh. 


You might be able to 
get away with one or 
two, So, what mistake 
will you make while 
hosting the show that 
you'll instantly regret? 
Ill say vagina too 
much. There! There’s 
your second one! 
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That's actually the 
third. Say something 
funny about MTV 
that will make them 
uncomfortable. 
Music Television 
sexually assaulted 
me in a parking 
garage. 


You did not get an 
MTV Movie Awards 
nomination for Jesus 
Is Magic last year. Vast 
right-wing conspiracy 
or...pretty good call? 
Well, it wasn’t big at 
the box office. And it’s 
not on many people’s 
radars. Plus, the 
nomination commit- 
tee is anti-Semitic. 


You were No. 50 on 
Maxim's Hot 100 List 
in 2006. But this year 
you rocketed up to 
No. 29. How'd you 


get 21 notches hotter 
in only 12 months? 

I don’t know how it 
happened. I just 
thank God and Jesus, 
and my heart goes 
out to everyone from 
No. 30 to 100 and, God 
help them, beyond. 


Speaking of God, you 
had a one-night stand 
with him on your show. 
How does one talk God 
into quest-starring on 
basic cable? 
[Condescending 
chuckle] Well, Daniel, 
of course he’s not 
really God. He’sa 
wonderful actor 
named Tucker Small- 
wood. But if this 
actor was really God, 
I would believe that 
he’s omnipresent, 
because his b---s 
smell like they’ve 
been everywhere. 


= 


You're dating Jimmy 
Kimmel. Ever roll 

over in bed and wind 
up spooning Carolla? 
Not yet. But only be- 
cause Adam sleeps at 
the foot of the bed. 


You guest-starred on 
two episodes of Star 
Trek: Voyager. What's 
one misconception 
about Trekkies that 
needs clearing up? 


Oooh! This is totally 
true! Since I did that 
in 1996, one thing I 
learned about sci-fi 
nerds is the majority— 
and youre not going 
to believe this because 
it’s not portrayed that 
way in movies—are 
black. More black 
people than white 
people recognize me 
from Star Trek. Black 
people love sci-fi. 
That’s a serious fun 
fact. You’re welcome. 


You've got 10 words to 
make the acceptance 
speech you’ve always 
dreamed of. Go. 
“Thank you. I’m so 
grateful for this...” 
How many words doI 
have left? 


Three. 
[Pause] “I have 
diarrhea.” 
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C00000c0 by Karen Valby After a season of controversy, ‘Grey’s 
gets serious about her movie career. First stop: making a man out of 
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There’s a cigarette tip and slippered 
feet poking out the door of Katherine 
Heigl’s trailer. She’s smoking 
American Spirits in a fluffy blue 
bathrobe, drinking a Diet Coke, with 
Elizabeth Gilbert’s memoir, 
Eat, Pray, Love, pancaked on 
the wide arm of her chair. It’s late 
May and Heigl} is on the set 
of 27 Dresses, an always-a- 
bridesmaid, never-a-bride romantic 
comedy shooting in Providence, R.I. 
Her hair is shorter and darker than it usually is—an 
attempt to convince audiences that this classic 
beauty could actually be overlooked by men. 
Heigl’s mother and manager, Nancy, asmall, smil- 
ing woman with short blond hair in prim chinos 
and a crewneck sweater and blouse, soon climbs 
the stairs bearing a tray of food. “I brought yousome 
chocolate cake, and they’re having lamb and, look, 
scalloped potatoes!” she cries, settling herself down 
at the small kitchen table. “Katie, the doctor needs 
your SAG card to fill the prescription.” 


Leslie Mann 
helps Heig! 
think positive 


“T think I left it in my other wallet at home,” says 
Heigl, 28. 

“Katie, don’t switch wallets anymore,” her moth- 
er says. “Just pick one and stick with it!” 

“Shut it!” Heigl barks, good-naturedly. 

“Somebody’s cranky for lunch,” says Nancy. 

Heigl’s career took off two years ago, thanks to 
Grey’s Anatomy, on which she plays beleaguered 
intern Izzie Stevens. Ever since, various Jeremy 
Piven-esque characters have been swooping in 
and trying to replace her mother. “They’re all mak- 
ing a play,” says Heigl. “I cannot stand dealing with 
people in this business.... You have all these peo- 
ple you pay who are supposed to be on your side, 
but I can’t trust them like I can my mother.” She 
attributes much of her success to her mother’s 
good sense and shrewd business savvy. “Nobody 
can watch her back better than I can,” says Nancy, 
before reminding her daughter again to eat, eat. 
The actress nods admiringly. “She really lures 
them in with the needlepointing and the Ann Tay- 
lor Loft clothes,” she says. “Nobody would suspect 
that she’s a pit bull.” 

Team Heigl’s focus right now is making that of- 
ten fraught transition from TV to the big screen. 
“We're all familiar with how Jennifer Aniston 
moves, how Courteney Cox speaks, because of 10 
years on Friends,” the actress says. “But I think ifI 
can find roles that are different enough from Izzie, 
I can find a way to shake her.” 

A perfect time, then, to get Knocked Up. When 
Heigl went in to audition for the role of a very 
fertile one-night stand in writer-director Judd 
Apatow’s follow-up to The 40 Year-Old Virgin, she 
quickly realized that she’d have to ditch the script 
to keep up with costar Seth Rogen. “He was off the 
page and going on arun,” she says. “Nobody said, ‘By 
the way, we’re just going to improv!” 

Meanwhile, Rogen had met with dozens of 
women, none of whom knew who he was—or found 
him particularly funny. “They all thought he was 
some guy we paid to read,” says Apatow. “Kather- 
ine was the only actress who laughed at Seth 
during the audition.” “It was perfect,” remembers 
Rogen. “She has a very strong personality, so I 
could really give it to her and it didn’t seem mean. 
I just kind of looked like an idiot, if anything, be- 
cause she just seemed so much smarter and 
stronger and in control than me. And she’s big. 
She’s tall and statuesque, so it looks like she could 
knock the s--- out of me.” 


© When Katherine Heigl was 16 years 
old, a teacher at her Connecticut high school 
asked the class to write down what they saw for 
themselves in the future and seal it away in an en- 
velope. Heigl, who’d been working steadily since 
she was 9, smugly predicted that after graduation 
she’d be driving around the hills of Los Angeles in 
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her shiny new red convertible, basking in the glow 
of having made it. 

Hollywood had been good to her so far. When she 
was 15, she starred with Gérard Depardieu in My 
Father the Hero,amovie memorable mostly for the 
shot of Heigl walking away from the camera ina 
white thong bathing suit. Later that year, Steven 
Seagal decided he wanted to meet the girl the studio 
had cast to play his niece in Under Siege 2, so he 
invited Heigl out to Los Angeles and booked her a 
suite at the Beverly Wilshire for over a week. “He 
flew me in, put me up at this extravagant hotel 
where Pretty Woman stayed, and didn’t even come 
and meet me. Whatever. I was hanging out at the 
pool all day, going shopping with my mom. I was 
dating Joey Lawrence at the time and we got to see 
acouple movies.” She lets loose with a throaty bar- 
room laugh. “Good times!” she says. 

But when she turned 18 and moved to Los Ange- 
les, Heigl joined a city teeming with blondes who 
wanted their own red-convertible moments. She 
landed a role on the extraterrestrial teen show 
Roswell, but when that got canceled she started get- 
ting turned down for everything from Lifetime 
movies to feature films. At the time, she was living 
with her older brother, who used to make fun of his 
diminished sister’s daily routine of waking up 
around 10 and hanging out for a few hours before 


Heigl and 
"Rogen 
glimpse their 

future 


she’d start complaining that she was coming down 
with something and going back to bed. Heigl had 
long before met J.J. Abrams, when he was doing 
rewrites on the script for My Father the Hero, 
and his office asked her to audition for Felicity. 
They passed, and then brought her back to try for 
avariety of roles on Alias. She was sure she’d finally 
booked a part playing Michael Vartan’s evil wife. 
They went with someone else. 

“That’s when I wanted to quit,” she says today. 
“But J.J. did send me a letter apologizing, and he 
was wonderful. I kept that letter on my fridge for two 
years because I felt like I needed it to remind me 
to keep going.” 

Any working actor knows that it’s luck, as much 
as the talent and connections, that end up paying the 
bills. If Heigl had gotten Alias, she never would have 
been available for the pilot of Grey’s Anatomy. And 
now the girl who couldn’t get a callback for Wed- 
ding Crashers is starring in this summer’s big-dude 
comedy. “It’s fun to see people really take to her,” 
says Apatow. “[At first] I thought Knocked Up was 
about two people trying to decide if they liked each 
other. But people have such an affection for her 
that it became this movie about Seth Rogen trying 
to earn Katherine Heigl.” 

And just like that, she landed her next starring 
role in 27 Dresses. “The town has a tremendous 
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respect for Judd,” says the movie’s producer Jona- 
than Glickman, who cast her in February, months 
before Knocked Up hits theaters and audiences 
have achance to decide how she translates to the big 
screen. “If he’s given his stamp of approval, you 
have to say to yourself ‘Okay, she must be great.’” 
Heigl almost lost the chance to bask in his glow of 
acceptance. Rather than celebrat- 
ing landing the best role of her ca- 
reer—“It’s my first big film since, 
uh, The Ringer”—Heig] started 
panicking that her commitment to 
Grey’s would keep her from the 
movie. “There was a week of con- 
flict and it looked like I maybe 
wouldn’t have been able to do it. 
Lots of tears! Lots of crying on set. 
‘Please, please, just let me go!’” she 
says, laughing. “‘T’ll pay you!’” 
“Well, don’t say that,’ warns Nan- 
cy, and they both roll their eyes. 
Earlier this year, Heigl’s tense 
contract negotiations with ABC 
made their way into the press. She 
was tired of earning less than some 
of her costars, and her bosses pub- 
licly rebuked her for strong-arming them. “So then 
I feel like a schmuck,” she says. “All this personal 
stuff had been splashed in the papers, and I felt kind 
of scummy because plenty of people can’t possibly 
understand [making] this kind of money, so why 
should anybody ever have a problem with it? But 
every one of us works our butts off to make the show 
asuccess, and I’m justas legally bound to be there for 
nine months out of the year. I can’t pursue other ca- 
reer opportunities until the hiatus. I just want to be 
treated with the same respect they’re showing the 
other actors, and so far they’ve refused to do that.” 
Heigl fanned another fire after her costar Isaiah 
Washington made headlines for calling her best 
friend and fellow intern T.R. Knight a “faggot” on 
the set of Grey’s. When Washington repeated the 


0000 


Heig| with 
fiancé Kelley 


offensive word backstage at the Golden Globes— 
part of an ill-advised denial of ever having used it in 
the first place—Heigl told a TV reporter after the 
ceremony, “He needs to just not speak in public.” “I 
didn’t have acourageous moment,” she says. “I had 
a couple glasses of champagne, and I was furious 
and frustrated for my friend and sick of the whole 
mess of it.” “I was floored,” says Knight, who heard 
the next day about Heigl coming to his defense. 
“How often is someone going to stick their neck out 
publicly for someone, at the risk of getting slapped 
in some way, shape, or form? That doesn’t happen! 
But she’s fierce and honest and a great friend.” 

Back on the Grey’s set, she was expecting a frosty 
reception from Washington, but the 
actor eventually approached her 
and apologized. “Isaiah thanked me, 
which I didn’t understand,” she 
says. “He was almost grateful. I 
don’t know Isaiah well, but he takes 
his work seriously and he loves his 
character. He made a big mistake, 
and it was thoughtless and bone- 
headed, and I think he’s very sorry 
and embarrassed. This is something 
that will have changed the scope of 
his life.” 

People have started warning the 
actress to add “no comment” to her 
vocabulary, but Heigl seems dis- 
interested in going the milquetoast 
route. “In this town, women who 
don’t just snap and say, ‘Okay, 
yessir, yes ma’am,’ start to get a reputation for be- 
ing difficult,” she says. “But within the last five years, 
I’ve decided it’s not worth it to me to be pushed 
around so much.” She will, at various points, cop to 
occasionally being rash, whiny, lazy, and moody. 
Her words. But it is noteworthy that whenever 
Heigl does pop up in the press, it’s somehow related 
to her job. Nobody ever suggests that she’s doing 
coke in a club’s bathroom stall, for example. No- 
body thinks she’s starving herself, and she’s not run- 
ning off to Vegas to marry a childhood buddy at the 
end of a weekend bender. (She is engaged, to musi- 
cian Josh Kelley, but she’s hoping for a more for- 
mal affair.) Heigl’s just not feeding the paparazzi 
what they need to make money. “Maybe I won’t 
wear underwear tomorrow,” she jokes. 
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© Early the next morning, Heigl strides 
into a Providence coffee shop looking a little 
bleary-eyed. At 11 o’clock the night before, she was 
still on the set of 27 Dresses—in a bathing cap and 
tutu, with ascuba regulator in her mouth, to shoot 
an underwater wedding scene. She woke up and 
threw her life into a bag so she can take the red-eye 
later tonight to Los Angeles for two days of Knocked 
Up press junkets and the Hollywood premiere. She'll 
then turn right around to Rhode Island to finish 
the movie—before returning to Los Angeles to im- 
mediately start the fourth season of Grey’s. Whena 
grinning fan sidles up to her to tell her how much 
his wife loved last night’s finale and how she’d just 
kill him if he didn’t introduce himself, she gives a 
convincing chuckle of appreciation and signs his 
napkin, murmuring vaguely that she forgot to watch. 

On the ride to work, she cracks her window, 
lights up another cigarette, and turns wistful look- 
ing at the old brick buildings and low-hanging 
maple trees that remind her of growing up in Con- 
necticut. When she was 7, Heigl’s teenage brother 
was in a car accident and died of massive head in- 
juries. Her reeling family would soon have to stare 
down her mom’s fight with breast cancer and her 
parents’ eventual divorce. “I haven’t really been on 
the East Coast for any length of time in 10 years,” 
she says. “I never realized how much of what my 
family went through hangs in the air here.” Just as 
her cheeks seem to be going slack, ash from her 
cigarette flies in from the window into her sput- 
tering face, making her laugh. 

“T just want to play happy people,” she says, almost 
apologetically. “I’m a commercial kind of gal, and 
yeah, I would love to do a Monster, but I don’t have 
any grand aspirations to do my Academy Award- 
winning movie. I love Kate Winslet, but I know I 
couldn’t have her career. Her choices are so fasci- 
nating and character-driven. But you gotta drag me 
to see Babel, you gotta drag me to see Children of Men. 
The Notebook is one of my all-time favorite movies.” 

When Heigl] gets to work, she hops out of the 
car and gives her driver a quick kiss on the lips— 
“You rock, Ronnie”—before blowing into the make- 
up trailer. “Look at all those zits that I’ve picked at,” 
she says, assessing her naked face in the mirror, be- 
fore making the cramped room laugh with bawdy 
stories about the prosthetic vagina on Knocked 
Up, and her own experience helping her older sis- 
ter through labor. “I’m holding her legs, scream- 
ing at her like a fat football coach...” 

When she’s called to set, Heigl smoothly prac- 
tices a scene where she tries on her closetful of 
bridesmaid dresses for a skeptical reporter played 
by James Marsden, and explains to him why she 
doesn’t mind always being the girl who holds the 
bouquet. “Someday,” her character says firmly, 
“God knows when, but someday it will be my day.” 
She’s ready. Rehearsal is over. @ (Additional 
reporting by Josh Rottenberg) 


Seth, Drugs, and Rock & Roll 


Don’t laugh: Rogen’s hilarious, neo-slacker turn in ‘Knocked 
Up’ may just make him a star. —Nicole Sperling 
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Far Cry® Vengeance 
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An uninvited guest lurks en 
‘Stephenand Damian 
Marley’ s luxury tour Bus fh in 

the backstage parking lot of. 
Coachman Park in Clearwater, ; 
~Fla.;on this mid- March © 
evening. Relaxing with an. 

_ couple of postshow spliffs 

and beers, the shy scions of . 
~ Jamaican reggae legend Bob .. 
- Marley coolly acknowledge 
their awestruck visitor with re 
-customary patois greeting: — 


“Nuff respect.” But thisisno _ 


ordinary. groupie. He’s Greg’ 
“Shock G” Jacobs, frontman: y 
of the rap, group Digital 
Underground (“Humpty- 
; Dance”). “This is deep to me,” 

_ marvels Jacobs; as he takes” 
in the scene—dense clouds of ~ 
ganja smoke, flowing manes. 


of dreadlocks, throbbing ~ rs 


reggae music, and 9 of 
Stephen’ s 12 kids holding . 


court in the lounge area. ? it 


“Whooh!” Jacobs hollers. 


“You got George Clinton, . “ 
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Part of the Marley clan 
(from left) in 1972: Rita, 
Sharon, Ziggy, Cedella, 
Bob, and Stephen (in 
stroller); Ziggy with his 
father, Bob; Damian with 
dad on the 1996 Mr. 
Marley album cover 
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Jesus Christ, Bob Marley—and Tupac! It’s crazy.” 

Inside the cramped mobile recording studio/ 
master bedroom, Stephen and Damian exchange 
knowing glances that suggest awkward encounters 
with their father’s fans are aroutine nuisance. After 
10 minutes of clumsy idol worship, Jacobs leaves, 
Stephen resumes his work at the keyboard, and 
Damian turns his attention back to this writer. 

How often do you get bum-rushed like that? 

“Every now and then,” he says indifferently. 
“But I guess it’s a good thing, especially when it’s 
genuine, because [it lets] you know the music is 
important to the people.” 


When Bob Marley died of cancer in 1981 
at age 36, he left behind a timeless catalog of 
music now estimated to be worth $100 million. 
His death also inspired the lion’s share of his 11 
biological children to continue his mission of 
promoting peace, love, and liberty through song. 
These days, the charge is being led by Damian 
(nicknamed Jr. Gong), 28, Stephen, 35, and 
Ziggy (né David), 38. At press time, their surname 
dominates Billboard’s Top Reggae Albums chart: 
No. 1 (for nine consecutive weeks), Stephen’s 
long-awaited solo debut, Mind Control, released 
March 20; No. 2, Damian’s third disc, 2005’s 
Welcome to Jamrock; No. 3, Forever Bob Marley, 


the latest of countless 
collections of Marley’s 
pre-Island Records output; 
and No. 7, Ziggy’s second 
solo CD, 2006’s Love Is My 
Religion. As if that weren’t 
enough, collectively Ste- 
phen, Damian, and Ziggy 
have scored a dozen Gram- 
my wins, something their dad did not live to achieve. 
(Grammys were not given out for reggae until 1984.) 

All this—the sales, the awards, the credibility— 
signals the brothers’ emergence as the rare proge- 
ny of music royalty to successfully foster their own 
careers while honoring their lineage. “I don’t think 
anybody ever before has had a second generation of 
three children carrying ona legacy,” says Chris Black- 
well, founder of Island Records, which signed Bob 
Marley and the Wailers in 1972. “These boys have 
actually carried Bob’s message further in that they 
have reached the black American audience. That 
was the one thing I would say Bob felt that he failed 
to do. Had he lived, he would have done it.” 

Marley may have struggled to crack the U.S. R&B 
charts, but by the end of his brief life he’d achieved 
international stardom, unimaginable wealth, and 
godly reverence. And yet, while celebrity offspring 
often flounder in their efforts to follow in the foot- 
steps of their famous parents (Lisa Marie Presley, 
Julian Lennon, Nona Gaye...), Marley’s sons are 
proving themselves to be remarkably capable. “Our 
father is a very strong role model in our life,” says 
Stephen, who oversees Tuff Gong, the label 
founded by his dad in 1970. “He gave us so much 
more than material [things] because they can fade 
away. It’s like him teach me how to fish more than 
giving me fishes, so that me can fish for me self.” 
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OW, Rita, now 60, were 
en they welcomed Ziggy, 
edella, now 339, in the late 
brood also includes Rita’s 
relationship, Sharon, 42.) 
grew up working-class in 
hetto. 

old bus—it was junk and 
then somebody made it into a school,” Ziggy recalls a 
month after his brothers’ show in Florida. “As our 
father started to make more money, they put us in bet- 
ter schools,” he continues, sitting behind the desk of 
his home office in Beverly Hills, where he lives with his 
wife/manager, Orly Agai, and their two children. 
(Altogether, Ziggy has five kids, including three from 
prior relationships; he also has cribs in Miami, Jamaica, 
the Bahamas, and Ghana.) “Then we moved uptown 
[in Kingston], whichis anice area. So we started getting 
alittle more toys, alittle more food in the fridge.” 

Between 1972 and 1981, Marley fathered eight 
children—Robbie, 35, Rohan, 35, Karen, 34, 
Stephanie, 33, Julian, 31, Ky-Mani, 31, Makeda, 26, 
and Damian—with as many women. Says Stephen: 
“My mother comes from the ghetto. And in the 
ghetto where we come from, it is not strange fora 
man to have more than one woman. It’s not the 
perfect situation for a woman, but she knows.” 

Despite Marley’s philandering, “Sister Rita’s house 
was like the family HQ,” says Damian, who was raised 
by his mother, Cindy Breakspeare (Miss World 1976), 
in an affluent Kingston suburb. “Come summer- 
time, Christmastime, Easter, or whatever, you’d 
spend acouple of weeks there,” he says. “You might 
see Julian, Robbie, or whoever else might be down 
from America, England, or wherever. It was always 
the place you could go to find those roots.” 

The siblings’ unorthodox upbringing forged an 
impenetrable bond between them. “We can speak 
with our eyes; we don’t really have to say words,” 
says Cedella, who heads the hipsterrific Miami-based 
clothing line Catch a Fire. “It’s like we're all twins.” 
That was evident in Florida, where Julian joined his 
brothers on stage for arendition of Marley’s “Could 
You Be Loved.” Both before and after the show, the 
trio primarily interacted with one another, Damian’s 
and Julian’s girlfriends, and Stephen’s kids. “They 
have acquaintances, but very few friends,” Cedella 
explains. “Dad would always say, ‘I don’t want you to 
have any friends; I just want you to be friends with 
your brothers and sisters because at the end of the 
day, they’re the only ones you can rely on.’” 

Being Rastafarian has a lot to do with their stand- 
offishness and unpretentious style (they prefer beads 
to bling and Adidas to Gucci). Rooted in the belief 
that Haile Selassie I, Ethiopian emperor from 1930 
to 1974, was the messiah, they shun material excess 
in favor of earthly riches: family, community, and 
home. And while they’re the heirs of an artist who 
ranked No. 13 on Forbes’ 2006 list of Top-Earning 
Dead Celebrities, Ziggy, Stephen, and Damian still 


abide by the Rastafarian tenets of humility and mod- 
esty. “We're privileged, but militant,” says Stephen, 
who now lives within blocks of Damian and Cedella 
in Miami. He credits growing up in Jamaica—which 
remains their home base—with keeping them 
grounded. “We had to know how to cook, iron—all of 
that. Me used to come from school, take off me 
uniform, go down to the cow pen, and milk them.” 
Today, Marley’s children are scattered through- 
out Miami, California, Philadelphia, and London. 
But through Ziggy’s U.R.G.E. foundation, along with 
Marley’s and Rita’s namesake charities, they spon- 
sor a multitude of community-service projects in 
Jamaica and Africa. “People love them in Jamaica,” 
says the island’s preeminent female reggae star, 
Marcia Griffiths, who sang backup for Marley as a 
member of the I-Threes. “They don’t need to walk 
with security. They are loved because Bob was loved.” 


their own musical legacy has 
arley’s sons 26 years. It started in 1979 when 
Cedella, and Sharon formed Ziggy 
Melody Makers. “These little kids 
0 come on stage with us and dance upastorm,” 
ls Griffiths, 57. “I found it very frightening, 
utiful at the Bob Marley celebration 
ars ago when I saw Steve's and Zig- 
gy’s kids on stage just like they used to do with Bob.” 
Marley died two years after penning the Melody 
Makers’ debut single, “Children Playing in the 
Streets,” and the band’s first show following his 
death was at his funeral. Ziggy was 12; Stephen was 
9. “That’s when [we felt] the impact of being looked 
at as Bob Marley’s children,” Ziggy says. “Before 
that, Bob was Bob, moving through the streets. 
After my father passed away, 
he became even greater.” 
Galvanized by their loss, 
the Melody Makers signed 
with Virgin Records in 1988; 
they peaked with their third 
CD, that year’s Conscious 
Party, Produced by Tina Wey- 
mouth and Chris Frantz from 
Talking Heads, the Grammy- 
winning disc reached No. 26 
on Billboard’s Top R&B/Hip- 
Hop Albums chart, but the 
group’s sales plummeted 
throughout the ’90s, and they 
disbanded in 1999, 
Following their split, Ziggy 
relocated to L.A. and Stephen moved behind the 
scenes to focus on producing. Once again, he kept his 
talent in the family, contributing tracks to Julian’s 
CD, Lion in the Morning, and Damian’s first album, 
Mr. Marley, both released in 1996. Three years 
later, he spearheaded Chant Down Babylon, a star- 
studded tribute album featuring hip-hop-flavored 
updates of his father’s songs. Propelled by Lauryn 
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“HEGAVEUSSO 
MUCH MORE THAN 
MATERIAL[THINGS].” 
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House of 
Marley 


More than 20 years after 
his death, Bob Marley’s 
family continues to keep 
his legacy alive—and 
lucrative. Here's a look at 
some of their businesses. 


Tuff Gon 

Internationa 
Founded in 1970, the 
label’s Jamaican HQ has a 
recording studio and 
record shop; its U.S. 
offices handle CD distri- 
bution and marketing. 


Zion Rootswear 
The worldwide 
manufacturer of Marley 
merchandise also 

fn holds T-shirt 
licensing 

rights to 

Jimi Hendrix, 

Johnny Cash, 

and James 

Brown, among 

other music legends. 


Ghetto Youths 
International 

In the mid-’90s, Marley’s 
sons established their 
own label to develop 
young Jamaican artists. 


Marley 

Resort & Spa 

The family has trans- 
formed its vacation home 
in Nassau, Bahamas, 

into a 16-suite hotel over- 
looking Cable Beach, 
opening this fall. 


Bob Marley 
Museum 

Marley's former Kingston 
residence at 56 Hope 
Road is now a repository 
of memorabilia. 
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Hill’s inspired cover of “Turn Your Lights Down 
Low”—originally an ode to Damian’s mom—the 
disc sold 782,000 copies, according to Nielsen 
SoundScan, and introduced Stephen’s work toa 
wider audience. “Stephen is the patriarch of the 
family as far as the music goes,” says Tuff Gong 
president Cristy Barber. “He works on everybody's 
records. He’s like Prince—he can play every 
instrument you can imagine.” 

In the meantime, Damian was struggling to find 
his own niche. In his early teens, he formed a group 
called the Shepherds with Shiah Coore, son of Third 
World guitarist Cat Coore, and Yashema McGregor, 
daughter of I-Threes vocalist Judy Mowatt and reg- 
gae singer Freddie McGregor. They never released 
aCD, but they earned props in Jamaica for their live 
shows. After striking out on his own with Mr. Marley, 
Damian hoped to be embraced by the island’s rough- 
and-tough dancehall community. That didn’t 
happen. “My first album was more well-received in 
places like Hawaii than it was in Kingston,” he says. 
“T couldn’t tell you why. Maybe just the nature of 
the music...it’s very happy sounding.” 

Creatively, Damian’s second disc, 2001’s Halfway 
Tree, was much stronger. A balanced fusion of dance- 
hall and hip-hop—produced mostly by Stephen— 
the disc seemed poised to capitalize on the mo- 
mentum of Chant Down Babylon. Unfortunately, it 
was released on 9/11. “That really set back the whole 
tone of the album,” he says. Despite winning a 
Grammy for Best Reggae Album, Halfway Tree sold 
only 138,000 copies, according to Nielsen Sound- 
Scan, resulting in Damian’s dismissal from Univer- 
sal’s roster in 2002. “I was kind of relieved because 
I don’t think it was a beneficial situation. They 
weren’t really enthusiastic about those records.” 

While Damian plotted his next move and Stephen 
intermittently worked on Mind Control (original- 
ly titled Got Music?), Ziggy resurfaced with a new 
CD, 2003’s Dragonfly, which failed to produce any 
hits and quickly vanished from the charts. Of course, 
Ziggy and his brothers don’t have to worry as much 
as other artists about disappointing sales. Still, with- 
out a successful follow-up to Babylon, it seemed 


(From left) Damian 2 
"Stephen, Ky-Mani, and. 
ata 200 gig In Virgin a 


they might have to retire on their inheritances. 
Then, in 2004, Damian dropped the stunning sin- 
gle “Welcome to Jamrock.” Co-produced by Stephen 
and Damian, and independently released by Tuff 
Gong, the track was an overnight sensation. A three- 
month bidding war ensued, with several major U.S. 
labels competing to ink a deal with Marley’s youngest 
son. In the end, he returned to Universal for senti- 
mental reasons—it houses his dad’s catalog. 
During that time, Stephen was nearing completion 
of Mind Control. But with the buzz about “Jamrock” 
at fever pitch, he postponed his CD to co-produce 
Damian’s album. It was a worthy sacrifice. In Sep- 
tember 2005, Welcome to Jamrock entered Bill- 
board’s Top 200 chart at No. 7, landing 33 notches 
above Marley’s highest debut, 1976’s Rastaman 
Vibration, and marking the second-best opening 
week ever fora reggae album. Atlast, his sons had set 
anew benchmark in the Marley hall of fame. “Jam- 
rock put us in a position to really do the kind of 
music we want,” Damian says. “People are not ex- 
pecting us to do love songs or zip-a-dee-doo-dah kind 
of things; they're expecting reality, substance music.” 


This February, a year after Jamrock earned 
Damian his second Grammy for Best Reggae Album, 
that prize was awarded to Ziggy for Love Is My Reli- 
gion. In 2008, Stephen—who’s currently producing 
upcoming albums by Julian and Ky-Mani—is likely 
to bring it home for Mind Control. “People don’t 
realize how hard these guys work,” Cedella says. 
“They're notjumping on their name; they have God- 
given talent. I think it’s been harder for them 
because you always have people who are ready to 
criticize them because of who their father was.” 
But from now on, instead of just being compared 
with their dad, they’ll be measured against each 
other—and “Jamrock.” It’s achallenge they welcome. 
“We can’t get away from the legacy of our father,” 
Ziggy says. “We don’t run away from that. We em- 
brace it. His purpose was to bring light to darkness 
and to open people’s minds and consciousness. We 
do the same work because it’s a spiritual lineage. It’s 
nota make-believe thing we do. Our thingis real.” @ 
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Choose a Father's Day gift 
that’s perfect for him. 


Personalize it. Kodak 


| 3X | 25°) $229.95 


KODAK EASYSHARE V1003 Zoom Digital Camera 
* Nine colors 

* Personalized settings and Favorites 

* Accessories 


The KODAK EASYSHARE V803 Zoom Digital Camera has 
8MP and eight colors. $199.95 


s17895 


KODAK EASYSHARE SV811 Digital Picture Frame 
* View digital pictures and videos without a PC 

* Play MP3s with built-in speakers 

* 16:9 high-resolution wide screen featuring 


KODAK Color Science 
* On-frame editing 


| 12x | 2:5") $299.95 
KODAK EASYSHARE Z712 IS Zoom Digital Camera 
* Optical image stabilization 


* Best-in-class* click-to-capture speed (0.26 sec) 
* High ISO mode 


*Among high-zoom image-stabilized digital cameras as of November 2006 


Get free shipping on all orders at the KODAK Store with code HAPPY2SAVE 
at kodak.com/go/gift** 


Kodak Store 
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**Offer expires June 17, 2007. Simulated screen images. Not all products available at all retailers. Prices listed are MSRP. 
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t's a tranquil Friday night in San- 
ta Clarita, Calif., and the cast of 
HBO's Big Love is shooting a scene 
for an upcoming episode in which 
Bill Henrickson (Bill Paxton) is sip- 
ping cocoa on his backyard patio, 


spending some quality time with the wife. And wife. 
And, you know...wife.* Did we not mention that 
Bill’s acloseted polygamist? He's trying to persuade 
spouse No.1 to join him on a business trip as his 
“oublic wife.” But she suggests spouse No. 2 in- 
stead. No. 2 declines, while No. 3 only wishes she'd 
be asked. Before long, this family get-together de- 
volves into a tangle of tension, and three of the four 
parties exit in a huff. * Between takes, a few producers 
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start to rib Paxton. What are you guys drinking in 
those mugs? Are those really virgin cocoas? “Polyg- 
amist alcoholics???” exclaims Paxton. “That’s not 
until next season! We got a lot of places we can go!” 
And oh, the places they’ve been. For those who 
have yet to embrace Love—which returns for sea- 
son 20n June 11 at 9 p.m.—here’s the gospel: Hen- 
rickson is an aw-shucks home-improvement store 
owner and family man. Make that families man. A 
father of seven (with another on the way!), he lives in 
three discreetly connected houses in suburban Utah 
with his wives—conflicted peacemaker Barb (Jeanne 
Tripplehorn), insecure spendaholic Nicki (Chloé 
Sevigny), and naive optimist Margene (Ginnifer 
Goodwin)—and a stash of Viagra. When he’s not 
enmeshed in home crises or worried about being 
exposed, Bill is desperately trying to protect his busi- 
ness from the greedy advances of his father-in-law 
Roman (Harry Dean Stanton), the creepy self-styled 
prophet who rules the fundamentalist compound 
where Bill grew up and where his parents and 
brother live. These family dynamics are so complex, 
they could blow the mustache right off Dr. Phil’s face. 
Part familial saga, part sly commentary on mod- 
ern mores, part black comedy, Love established 
itself last year as the most unorthodox family show 
ever. That was the easy part. Now looms atest: Can 
this quirky series become a legit hit and help HBO 
get over the loss ofa certain Jersey Mafia family? 
Big’s daddy isn’t shying froma challenge. In fact, 
he sees Bill and the brides as pioneers. “We’re like 
Bonanza for the 21st century,” says Paxton. “I’m like 
this New Age Lorne Greene, this patriarchal figure 


who instead of three sons has three wives, and we’re 
building the new Ponderosa out in Utah. It’s abrave 
new world. And we're trying to hit the mother lode.” 


he story of Big Love, like many good stories, 

begins with aroad trip. As the sun set over 

I-70 one day in January 2001, Mark V. 

Olsen and Will Scheffer—two up-and- 

coming writer-producers, also a couple— 

suddenly veered into strange territory. “We were 
coming home from Christmas in Nebraska, where 
seething family issues are just barely beneath the 
surface if you're lucky,” recalls Olsen. “We were pitch- 
ing ideas for television, and the words polygamist 
family came out of my mouth.” Scheffer’s response? 
No one will watch a show about polygamists! Actu- 
ally, that was his second response. His first: Yuck! 
Still, it was an intriguing idea, and the duo be- 
gan to research polygamy. When they finally pitched 
the show to their agents, the response was as chilly 
as Park City in January. Undeterred, the pair in- 
sisted on a meeting with HBO execs, who were sold 
instantly. “It didn’t feel that risky,” says HBO 
Entertainment president Carolyn Strauss. “It was 
what we like to do: Take an institution, blow it upa 
little, and strike at something that resonates with 
all ofus.” Tom Hanks’ Playtone came in to produce, 
and the show bagged an impressive cast of film vets. 
As Love neared its March 2006 launch, almost 
everyone braced for controversy. HBO met with 
Mormon church elders, giving them an early look 
at the show and offering to air a clarification at 
the end of the first episode explaining that Mor- 
mons outlawed polygamy in 1890. Even so, church 
members who caught wind of the series bombard- 
ed HBO with thousands of e-mails and phone calls. 
But once Love debuted, the commotion petered 
out. “We wanted to create an environment where 
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The family that eats 
together...: (from left) 
Goodwin, Tripplehorn, 

Paxton, and Sevigny 


there wasn’t much ofan ick factor,” says Scheffer. “If 
we could liftitup from being ashow about polygamy 
to being about a family that was relatable in many 
ways, we knew we'd avoid the controversies.” And 
it’s noaccident that the series doesn’t pass judgment 
on this nontraditional clan. “We feel our definition 
of family isn’t shared by the ruling class of the 
United States now,” says Scheffer, who’s been ina 
relationship with Olsen for 16 years. “So it’s a very 
simple connection to the world of Bill and his wives.” 
America is getting hooked: Love averaged 4 mil- 
lion viewers in its Sunday post-Sopranos slot last 
season, earning mostly glowing reviews and two Gold- 
en Globe nominations—including one for Paxton. 
Too bad he didn’t win: “I was going to have some fun 
and say, ‘The only thing better than this would be 
seeing my kids’ faces right now—all 27 of them.” (Ac- 
tually, he and his one wife have 25 fewer than that.) 
Paxton and his work brood aren’t taking Love’s 
promising start for granted; they vow that season 2 
will, to quote Goodwin, “go for the balls.” (Plus: 
David Byrne is now scoring episodes! Emmylou 
Harris rocks the compound! They’ve finally plant- 
ed grass in the backyard!) The story resumes two 
weeks after Barb was disqualified from a Mother 
of the Year competition because Roman leaked her 
polygamist background. “Billis trying to find a way 
to keep his family safe,” says Olsen, “to make busi- 
ness and personal choices that will help immunize 
his family from the risk of exposure—choices that will 
lead him into morally complex areas.” That may 
include the purchase of a videogaming business, 
which Roman happens to be eyeing as well. “There’s 
areckoning to come,” hints Paxton. “When good- 
ness becomes righteousness, that’s when you better 
batten down the f---ing hatches.” During this holier- 
than-thou war, Bill even finds time to meet an 
alluring Serbian waitress who could become...wife 


No. 4? “He can’t decide if it’s lust,” says Scheffer, 
“or if he’s being called celestially.” 

Bill’s current bevy of brides is keeping him busy 
too: Still struggling with polygamy, Barb considers 
bailing on the homestead. “It’s her personal battle,” 
says Tripplehorn, whose character also tries to re- 
connect with her disapproving mom (Ellen Burstyn). 
“Barb is away in for alot of people because she was- 
n’tcomfortable with [polygamy] either.” A pregnant 
Margene ratchets up the sexual tension with Barb's 
son, Ben. And Nicki gets disowned by her compound 
family. (Alas, no wardrobe update. “Sometimes I see 
Ginny and get a little envious,” says Sevigny. “She 
gets to wear those cute baby-doll dresses and I’min 
these long skirts and collars buttoned up to my chin. 
I’m like, ‘God, I look like a schoolmarm!’” Pause. 
“But at least they’re fitted.”) Meanwhile, Roman and 
son Alby clash over the latter’s season 1 poisoning by 
Bill’s sister-in-law. (Like we said, complex stuff.) 

Despite all this ruckus, Love will continue to echo 
one universal sentiment: Family first. (Admit it— 
this profanity-free show does promote the impor- 
tance of the nuclear unit.) “One of our litmus tests 
in the writers’ room is ‘This isa family that works,” 
says Olsen. “It’s important to remember that.” Heck, 
the show might even be performing a public ser- 
vice. “I’ve had a lot of women come up to me and 
say, ‘Thank you—my husband would love to have 
brought in extra partners until we saw your show,” 
says Goodwin. “I’m like, ‘We do what we can.” 

Which leads us back to that Big question: What 
can this show do? Can it somehow become the 
mother/mother/mother ofall HBO dramas—a new 
Sopranos? “T don’t think any show can,” says Strauss, 
who still sees “enormous potential” in Big Love— 
enough for it to establish a new night of program- 
ming on Monday. The producers describe their ini- 
tial reaction to the move from comfy Sunday as 
“close to meltdown,” citing Six Feet Under’s ill-fated 
attempt on that evening, but they say HBO has fully 
reassured them ofits commitment to the program. 


(From top) Sevigny, 
Goodwin, and Tripplehorn; 
Paxton and Stanton; and 
Tripplehorn and Paxton 


“| THINK THE HENRICKSONS COULD BECOME 
AMERICA’S ALTERNATE FIRST FAMILY, IN A WEIRD 
WAY,” SAYS BILL PAXTON OF HIS POLYGAMIST 

TV CLAN. “I’D DO 10 SEASONS OF THIS.” 


Ofcourse, there’s that lingering “polygamists are 
icky” sentiment to overcome. “Thatis a handicap,” 
admits Olsen. “But if people will plug their noses 
and dive in for one second, they’Il find that the air 
is not nearly so noxious as they thought, and there’s 
a great show there. And I believe there is no ceiling 
to where we can go.” Paxton wholly agrees: “I think 
the Henricksons could become America’s alternate 
first family, in a weird way. I’d do 10 seasons of this.” 
He considers the possibilities and breaks out in abig 
ol’ grin. “Yeah, I could have a bunch of kids by then.” 
Maybe even 27, if he’s really lucky. = 
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July 24 | 10 p.m. | FX 
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Summer | V Preview 


Contestant 
Sara Mair 


young lawyer (28 Weeks Later’s 


Rose Byrne) staggers, bloody, 

out of an apartment building. 

But before we even learn who 

she is, we flash back to six 

months earlier, as she lands her 
dream job. “Now,” says co-creator Glenn 
Kessler, “it’s a question of how in the world 
these things link up.” As it turns out, the 
common denominator to her best and worst 
days ever is her boss, New York City’s most 
feared—and morally questionable—lawyer. 
Considering she’s played by Glenn Close, 
that’s a pretty compelling link indeed. 

Close’s Patty Hewes is FX’s latest antihero: 
a charismatic attorney who specializes in 
righteous lawsuits against the powerful 
(white hat!), and often resorts to dubious 
hardball tactics to win (black hat!). The first 
season will follow her case against an un- 
touchable Ken Lay type (Ted Danson), and 
slowly reveal how her new mentee gets 
dangerously caught in the middle. Damages 
is less about the verdict than the pursuit; it’s 
the Prison Break of legal thrillers. “Potentially, 
we'll run the entire season without ever 
being in a courtroom,” says Todd Kessler 
(The Sopranos), who created the show with 
his brother Glenn and Daniel Zelman. “It’s 
not meant to be a procedural law show. It’s 
using the law as a springboard into the power 
dynamics, and ultimately, it’s a thrill ride.” 

Nabbing Close for the key role proved rela- 
tively easy. She had become an FX fan after 
her one-season gig on The Shield in 2005, and 
when the Damages team approached her she 
was intrigued. Close sent them off to write 
the pilot with one directive: Don’t make her 
character a stereotypical ballbuster. “I felt 
quite strongly that there’s still a lot of clichés 
about powerful women, and The Devil Wears 
Prada is the epitome of that,” says Close. “I 
don’t ever want to be a cliché.” 

Nota worry. To create her role, Close talked 
to powerful New York female attorneys, but 
any character preparation is hampered 
because the writers still haven’t told her how 
good or evil she’ll turn out to be. “I’m not 
sure what the end is,” she says. “I’m not even 
sure what the middle is!” It’s good to know 
that while we’re enthusiastically waiting for 
the next shock in this promising mystery, 
she’ll be right there with us. —Josh Wolk 


Top Chef 


June 13 | 10 p.m. | Bravo 


he cooking competition kicks off its third round by relocat- 

ing to Miami, adding Queer Eye kitchen helper Ted Allen as 

a judge, and drafting the biggest talent pool yet. “We really 

raised the bar this year,” says head chef and judge Tom 
Colicchio, who has somehow persuaded several executive chefs from 
expensive New York City restaurants to compete on a reality show 
with a relatively small prize ($100,000 in seed money to start their 
own place). Of course, with better talent comes, shockingly, more 
maturity. “They’re definitely competitive,” Colicchio says of the new 
crop, “but a little more reserved. | think after watching last season” — 
during which winner Ilan Hall conspired to shave another contes- 
tant’s head out of spite (one of many classy incidents)—“a lot of 
them felt the sniping was pretty unprofessional.” Never fear, kitchen- 
train-wreck lovers: This season does have its moments. “When you 
have the contestants up 18 hours a day, drinking a little too much, 
and under so much pressure, they definitely lose their tempers here 
and there,” says Colicchio. Oh, phew. —Whitney Pastorek 
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Summer | V Preview 


Bruce 
Greenwood 


John From 
Cincinnati 


avid Milch (Deadwood) teams 
with surf-culture novelist Kem 
Nunn to create a fascinating, 
pleasantly unsettling look at a 
dysfunctional family of California surfers 
headed up by Bruce Greenwood and 
Rebecca De Mornay. Expect what Milch 


calls, paraphrasing the philosopher William 
James, “lawless intrusions in what we take 


to be reality.” This includes Greenwood's 
character levitating off the ground, David 
Blaine-style. Ed O'Neill (Married...With 
Children) has a pet bird that may or may 
not perform miracles. And the John of the 
title (Austin Nichols) is a blank-faced naif 
who keeps saying, “The end is near.” Also 


note the presence of Luke Perry as a vulpine 
surf-store owner. The ever-eloquent Milch 


points out that “with the presence of so 
many icons of earlier pop culture [in the 
cast] whom the audience is invited to 
regard as stereotypes, we hope to explore 
the ways we oversimplify our idea of 
reality.” Cowabunga, dude. —Ken Tucker 
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RESCUE ME 
June 13! 10 p.m. | FX 


As usual, Tommy Gavin's 
(Denis Leary) life looks 
like the equivalent of a 
five-alarm blaze at the 
start of season 4: He's 
suspected of setting fire 
to his former gal pal's 
home on the beach, and 
his estranged wife (Andrea 
Roth) thinks his dead 
brother, Johnny, might 
actually be the father of 
their son. “People always 
say to Denis and |, ‘Why 
can't you show a happy 
marriage or a positive 
relationship?’ " says co- 
creator/executive producer 
Peter Tolan. “Who wants 
to write that s---?" 


MAD MEN 
July 19 | 10 p.m. ! AMC 


“We will be in a fantasy 
world where people have 
unprotected sex, drink, 
smoke, and eat steak as 
much as they want,” says 
creator (and Sopranos 
writer) Matthew Weiner. 
His intriguing new drama 
isn't set at the Playboy 
Mansion. It follows a 
smooth creative director 
(What About Brian's Jon 
Hamm) at a boys’-club New 
York ad agency in 1960. 
But for all that era's Rat 
Pack rep, Weiner says it was 
actually much like today. 
“There's a kind of exhaus- 
tion where we say, ‘Look at 
all we have. Is this it?"” 


THE CLOSER 
June 18! 9 p.m.! TNT 


“The theme this year is 
family,” says Kyra Sedg- 
wick, who won a Golden 
Globe in January for her 
portrayal of LAPD deputy 
chief Brenda Leigh John- 
son. Season 3 finds the 
sassy Southerner grappling | 
with mama and papa 

issues, battling budget cuts 
that threaten her squad 
“family,” and searching for 

a new love shack with her 
boyfriend (Jon Tenney). 
Do they find it? “They | 
spend alot of time looking | 
at houses,” Sedgwick | 
laughs. “Which leads to 

many funny situations.” | 
What is this, HGTV? 


BIG BROTHER8 
July | TBA | CBS 


The eighth installment of 
CBS' peekaboo playground 
will have trouble topping 
last year's unforgettable Al/- 
Stars, with curvy Janelle 
and the cunning Dr. Will. 
“They were some of the 
best reality contestants out 
there,” says exec producer 
Allison Grodner. So are 
there major changes in the 
works to keep things fresh? 
Well...no. “Then it wouldn't | 
be Big Brother,” says 
Grodner. Expect the return | 
of Julie Chen, the golden | 
veto, twists like last year's 
sleep-deprivation grave- 
yard, and more of that | 
disgusting, lumpy gruel. 


WEEDS 
August 13! 10 p.m. 
Showtime 


Is Peter really dead? Can 
Nancy dodge the Mob? 
Will Celia get Silas carted 
away for good? Resolving 
those cliff-hangers should 
keep the cast busy. “It's 
still really messy,” says star 
Mary-Louise Parker, who'll 
be joined by Carrie Fisher, 
Matthew Modine, and 
(huh?) Mary-Kate Olsen 
for season 3. “The tenta- 
cles reach out for several 
episodes.” As for Nancy's 
increasingly dangerous 
dime-bag biz, Parker hints 
that she'll be “out in the 
hood again.” Suburban 
stoners will be so relieved. 


CREATURE 
COMFORTS 
June 4! 8 p.m.!| CBS 


Created by Britain's 
acclaimed Aardman 
Animations (Wallace & 
Gromit, Chicken Run), 
Creature Comforts takes 
slice-of-life audio inter- 
views with humans and 
puts them into the mouths 
of Claymation animals. 
“It's what would happen if 
you mated Gromit with 
This American Life,” says 
executive producer Kit 
Boss. The bits run from 
high poignancy to low 
ribaldry, like when a couple 
discussing wine becomes 
dogs comparing notes on 
sniffing butt. 
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avid Duchovny is returning to TV in 
arole that’s anything but Fox Mulder. 
In his new series, he’ll play a novelist 
who spends more time sleeping 
around, insulting people, and 
extracting his preteen daughter 
from sex- and drug-addled parties than he does 
writing. Even more surprising: The show isa 
half-hour comedy. “It’s the kind of adult comedy 
I’ve been searching for and think I can do well,” 
says Duchovny. “It’s interesting to take a charac- 
ter who’s really unlikable and sell his lows as 
being real and funny.” 
It’s also exactly the kind of edgy, grown-up 
work creator/exec producer Tom Kapinos, late 
of Dawson’s Creek, had been itching to do. “I was 


CATION 9] 


August 13 | 10:30 p.m. | Showtime 
te 


trying to come up with a modern-day answer 

to Shampoo,” he says. “I wanted to create this 
character who was not going to go so gently into 
the good night of domestic bliss.” 

Throughout the season, Duchovny’s Hank 
Moody, a successful but blocked novelist, will 
struggle to win back his ex (Natascha McElhone) 
while trying to keep their daughter (Madeleine 
Martin) from veering into wild teendom. And he’ll 
start to get back on track—how else?—by blogging 
for a Salon-type website, lending itself to a Sex and 
the City-style structure “with an overarching theme 
to most episodes,” Duchovny says. Meaning bad 
dating puns and Manolo references? “He’s sup- 
posed to be aserious writer,” Duchovny corrects, 
“so he’s gotta blog well.” —Jennifer Armstrong 
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Summer | \V Preview 


Holly 
Hunter 


MATT DALLAS IN 


KYLE XY 


June 11! 8 p.m. | ABC Family 


Saving Grace 


July 18 | 10 p.m. | TNT 


olly Hunter plays Grace, a hard-living Oklahoma City 
police detective with a drinking problem and a pesky 
guardian angel (yes, an actual angel). What brings 
the Oscar-winning actress to television for the first 
time? ' ‘Really, Grace made me want to do it,” she says. “| had 
been offered shows through the course of my career and 
nothing made me want to take the leap. | thought this was 
the piece to gamble on.” It looks like Grace may be a risky bet. 
In the pilot, Hunter’s character drives drunk and kills a pedes- 
trian—only to be visited by her tobacco-chewing angel 
(Deadwood's Leon Rippy), who urges her to clean up her act. 
But be forewarned, Michael Landon fans: There's no Highway 
to Heaven-style preachiness here. “! would never really char- 
acterize [the show] as religious,” says Hunter. “We're not really 
dealing with the organization of Catholicism or evangelical 
Christianity. We're dealing with a personal connection this 
woman could have with a spiritual entity.” —Tim Stack 


S52 JUNE 8, 2007 


et’s just get this out of the way: Matt Dallas 
has a belly button. The star of last sum- 
mer’s breakout ABC Family show Kyle XY 
has endured a year of strangers feeling up 
his abdomen, thanks to those shirtless, 
umbilical-free billboards that alerted the world to 
his presence a year ago. 

But it’s a small price to pay for headlining a bona 
fide, network-defining hit. After that inescapable 
publicity campaign, 2.6 million viewers tuned in to 
the debut to find out exactly “Who is Kyle XY?"— 
and another 5.2 million caught a special airing on 
parent net ABC. Now the sci-fi/relationship drama 
about a mysteriously superhuman teen taken in by a 
psychologist and her family heads into its second 
summer season with a core of rabid fans. But it must 
figure out how to deal with the slew of unanswered 
questions at a time when frustration with other 


Photograph by Justin Stephens 


mythology-heavy shows is mounting. Fear not, 
however: “There are no hatches,” Dallas swears. 
The June premiere actually solves several 
nagging mysteries about Kyle’s origins and his 
ability to jump off roofs, swim superfast, and per- 
form complicated math functions in his head. (And, 
yes, even why he has no belly button.) This year will 
also focus less on Kyle’s fascination with the 
strange human world and more on the character 
as a hero-in-training. “It’s not so much of Kyle the 
starry-eyed savant,” Dallas says. “That’s what's 
nice about this character—I’ve been able to take him 
froma child to a teenager to a man in one year.” 
Although there’s one other place he might have to 
travel: to the gym. “Last year wasn’t so bad because 
they actually Photoshopped [the ads] to give me 
some abs,” he says. “This season | was like, | need a 
trainer.” —Jennifer Armstrong 


Summer | V Preview 


The Hills 


(Clockwise 

from top) 
Whitney, Lauren, 
Audrina, Heidi 


FAST CARS & 
SUPERSTARS 
June 7| 8 p.m.! ABC 


Just call it Racing With 
the Stars. Twelve person- 
alities—including Jewel, 
William Shatner, and 
Serena Williams—hit the 
blacktop at Lowe's Motor 
Speedway in North Carolina 
to learn the race-car ropes. 
One celeb will take the 
winner's circle after chal- 
lenges that focus on pit 
stops, timing, and speed. 
“Because we're not 
trained racers, it’s a clean 
slate,” says contestant 
and WWE champion John 
Cena. “Imagine 16-year- 
olds at driver's ed—with 
much faster cars.” 


FLASH GORDON 
Aug.10 | TBA p.m. | Sci Fi 


Don't expect this reboot of 
the sci-fi icon—starring 
Eric Johnson (Smallville) as 
the dashing adventurer— 
to ape the Queen-y 
campfest of the so-bad- 
it's-classic 1980 movie. 
But that doesn't mean it'll 
be full of the heavy blah 
blah blah found on heady 
sci-fi series like Battlestar 
Galactica. “|f you stop 
thinking about it five min- 
utes after watching it, that's 
okay,” says exec producer 
Peter Hume. “But until that 
point, it should be a fun 
ride.” Fine by us. Who wants 
to actually use their brain 
in the summer, anyway? 


MY BOYS 
July 30/10 p.m.| TBS 


Just what My Boys needs: 
more boys. In the next 
installment of this coed 
take on Sex and the City, 
PJ (Jordana Spiro) returns 
with new hookups, in- 
cluding Six Feet Under's 
Jeremy Sisto. Not that 
these guys last. “PJ can 
screw up her love life in a 
big way,” says executive 
producer Betsy Thomas. 
As for everyone else? 

New jobs, debts, and a 
midlife crisis. “It all culmi- 
nates in a really fun final 
episode where PJ has 

a big decision to make 
about her love life.” 
Seems like old times! 


Aug. TBA | 10 p.m. | MTV 


t's fitting that a show called The Hills 
would have so many ups and downs. 
The previous season of this ridiculously 
addictive reality series found star 

(and former Laguna Beach cast member) 


Lauren Conrad losing two of her best 
friends, Heidi and Jen, due to boy prob- 
lems. “It's definitely hard to go back and 
watch that,” says Conrad of the episode 
where Heidi urges Jen to hook up with 
Lauren's ex, Brody Jenner. “| watched it 
and | was like, ‘All right, it was a good 


episode. It sucks that that was my friend- 


ship." Heidi will still appear this season, 
as will her Cheshire cat of a boyfriend, 
Spencer. But she and Conrad haven't 
made up; Lauren will instead be bonding 
further with true friends Audrina and 


Whitney. Also, look for Lauren to be more 


particular about her relationships after 
last year's Jenner debacle. “It’s really 
hard to date, obviously, with the show,” 


says Conrad. “Now when | meet someone, 


it's literally, ‘Would you sign a 
release?’ It’s so awkward.” —TS 
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BURN NOTICE 
June 28 | 10 p.m. | USA 


When spy-for-hire Michael 
Westen (Crossing Jordan's 
Jeffrey Donovan) mysteri- 
ously gets the ax, he doesn’t 
get severance, he gets 
“burned”: no more contacts 
from his old bosses, no more 
work. To solve the stylish 
action comedy’s central 
mystery of how he got 
de-Bonded, he returns to 
his hometown of Miami, 
where he also stays busy 
dodging his pushy mother 
(Sharon Gless) and taking 
Pl jobs. “In Miami, he’s up 
against people who don't 
have his skills,” says creator 
Matt Nix. “It's like cutting 
butter with a chain saw.” 


AMERICA’S GOT 
TALENT 
June 5/9 p.m.| NBC 


Last summer's variety hit 
is back for round 2, with 
regular folks lined up to 
demonstrate their unique 
abilities for a panel of 
judges that now includes 
Sharon Osborne. (She 
replaces Brandy, while 
Jerry Springer steps in as 
host for Regis Philbin.) 
“These acts never cease to 
flabbergast me,” says exec 
producer Ken Warwick. 
For example? “There's a 
bloke who gets inside a 
tumble dryer.” That's 
right, America: If you ever 
did your laundry drunk in 
college, you've got talent! 


HEY PAULA 
June 28 | 10 p.m. | Bravo 


“It's a docudrama,” claims 
executive producer Cori 
Abraham of Paula Abdul's 
new reality show. Really? 
“Well, it's almost a docu- 
drama-comedy.” Ah, that's 
more like it. Cameras have 
been following the loopy 
Idol judge around for the 
past six months, captur- 
ing her hanging with BFF 
and stylist Daniel Combs, 
tripping and nearly falling 
in her Grammy dress, 

and reacting to media 
mockery of her public 
spaciness. “The most 
surprising thing is how 
vulnerable she is,” says 
Abraham. 
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SONY 


Parenting 
requires a steady 
hand. Unless 

you have the 
right camera. 


Sony Q (alpha)" DSLR camera with built-in 
Super SteadyShot" image stabilization 


Sony OC DSLR cameras automatically 
minimize blur from shaky hands. 

And unlike other cameras, our image 
without image stabilization with image stabilization stabilizer is built right into the camera 


body. Which means you'll take sharper, 
clearer photos with any lens you use, 
including telephoto. Trust your memories 
to Sony & DSLR, the world’s most 
innovative camera experience. 


sony.com/dsir 


like.no.other 


Super 
thout prior written Steady 
Y ut prior writte Shot 
t fSony 


Summer 1 Preview 


Calendar 


FIFTEEN OTHER SHOWS YOU COULD WATCH INSTEAD OF HITTING THE BEACH 


LAST COMIC 
STANDING 

June 13 | 9 p.m. | NBC 
Featuring a new host (Bill 
Bellamy), a new talent 
scout (season 3 winner 
Alonzo Bodden), and a 
wider search (international 
casting calls). 


LIL BUSH 

June 13 | 10:30 p.m. 
Comedy Central 

NEW An animated that 
liberally reimagines our 
president's childhood. His 
school buddies? 

Lil’ Condi, Lil’ Cheney, 
and Lil’ Rummy (voiced 
by Iggy Pop). 


THE 4400 

June 17| 9 p.m.| USA 
The investigation of the 
mysterious 4,400 grows 
more perilous, and fan fa- 
vorite Jordan Collier (Billy 
Campbell) gets bumped 
to series regular. 
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MEADOWLANDS 
June 17/10 p.m. 
Showtime 

NEW The Brogan family 
try to escape their sordid 
past by moving to a subur- 
ban Eden. Turns out their 
new world offers up some 
unwelcome surprises. 


FLIGHT OF THE 
CONCHORDS 

June 17 | 10:30 p.m.| HBO 
NEW A Kiwi folk-comedy 
duo takes to the streets of 
New York's Lower East 
Side, desperate to score 
both gigs and chicks. 


AGE OF LOVE 
June 18 | 9 p.m. | NBC 
NEW Six twentysome- 
thing “kittens” and 
seven fortysomething 
“cougars” battle for the 
affections of a guy in 
the middle: 31-year-old 
tennis pro Mark 
Philippoussis. Meeeow. 


HEARTLAND 

June 18 | 10 p.m. | TNT 
NEW Treat Williams 
(Everwood) stars as a 
bleeding-heart organ- 
transplant expert. 


DOCTOR WHO 
July 6| 8 p.m. | Sci Fi 
In his third season as the 
time-traveling M.D., David 
Tennant gets a sexy side- 
kick: med student Martha 
Jones (Freema Agyeman). 


GREEK 

July 9! 9 p.m. 

ABC Family 

In this new dramedy, 
pretty young things navi- 
gate the Greek system at 
a fictional university. 


WORLD SERIES 
OF POP CULTURE 
July 9| 9 p.m. | VH1 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY and 
VH1 team up for a second 
season of this trivia show. 


Win $250,000 just for 
being a pop culture geek! 


SIDE ORDER 

OF LIFE 

July 15 | 8 p.m. | Lifetime 
NEW Life-altering news 
shakes up Jenny (Marisa 
Coughlan), a photographer 
who's engaged to lan 
(Jason Priestley). 


THE KILL POINT 
July 22 | 9 p.m.| Spike TV 
NEW It's negotiator (Don- 
nie Wahlberg) versus crim- 
inal (John Leguizamo) 
during a hostage standoff. 


MISSION: MAN 
BAND 

Aug. 6| 10 p.m.| VH1 
NEW Four former boy 
banders—Chris Kirkpatrick 
(‘N Sync), Jeff Timmons 
(98 Degrees), Rich Cronin 
(LFO), and Bryan Abrams 
(Color Me Badd)—live 
together while forming one 
very mature (!) group. 


FAT MARCH 

August | ABC 

Twelve overweight people 
attempt to walk 500 miles 
from Boston to Washing- 
ton, D.C., in 10 weeks. 

The payoff: cash—which 
increases as more folks 
cross the finish line. 


POWER OF 10 
TBA! CBS 

NEW Hosted by Drew 
Carey, this game show asks 
contestants to guess about 
behaviors and opinions of 
Americans for a possible 
$10 million payday. 


THE REST 


American Inventor 
June 6, 9 p.m., ABC 


Bridezillas 
June 17, 9 p.m., WE 


The Dead Zone 
June 17, 10 p.m., USA 


Shaq's Big 
Challenge > 
June 26, 

9 p.m., ABC 


American Body 
Shop 

July 8, 10:30 p.m., 
Comedy Central 


Eureka 
July 10, 9 p.m., 
Sci Fi 


Monk > 
July 13, 
9 p.m., USA 


Psych 
July 13, 
10 p.m., USA 


Rock of Love With 
Bret Michaels 
July 15, 9 p.m., VH1 


State of Mind 
July 15, 9 p.m., 
Lifetime 


Chelsea Lately 
July 16, 
11:30 p.m., E! 


The Bill Engvall 
Show > 

July 17, 

9p.m., TBS 


Who Wants 

to Bea 

Superhero? 

July 25, 9 p.m., Sci Fi 


| Hate My 30s 
July 26, 10:30 p.m., 
VH1 


Flipping Out 
Date and time TBA, 
Bravo 


WRITTEN AND 
REPORTED BY 
Jennifer Armstrong, Jennifer 
Boeth, Jeff Jensen, Paul Katz, 
Jeff Labrecque, Whitney 
Pastorek, Lynette Rice, Missy 
Schwartz, Tim Stack, Tanner 
Stransky, Ken Tucker, Alynda 
Wheat, Josh Wolk 
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REALITY IS JUST AN ILLUSION 


NEW SEASON iQ TUESDAYS 10/9c 


rN freakyourmind.com 


Six airoags: Standard 


ESC: Standard 


Punk, funk, and 
bluegrass: Standard 


2007 Sonata 


The Sonata with standard XM Radio: Whether you're you'll find, all protected by America’s Best Warranty: 
into rock, jazz, baseball, or politics, you'll enjoy it all in your 10 years/100,000 miles** After all, in a car with 21st-century 
new Sonata with standard XM Radio and three months — safety and 21st-century quality, why would we give you 
of free service. It’s just one of the many smart features 1930s radio technology? Learn more at HyundaiUSA.com. 


(om))) €P) HYUNDAI 


Safety belts should always be worn. *XM Satellite Radio requires XM subscription, s 
subject ge, XM ice ava only in the 4 us Ur 
LIMITED WARRANTY details. Hyundai and Hyundai model names are registered tr 


FRUIMAN.. 


Ten Things We Love 
This Week 


FRIDAY NIGHT 
LIGHTS reruns 
Now that NBC's made the 
right call and renewed its high 
school football show, catch 
up on Coach Taylor (Kyle 
Chandler) and the Panthers’ 
winning first season. 


ASHLEY JUDDin Bug’ 


We've got her under our skin...in a good way. Judd owns 
the screen as a woman overtaken by paranoid hallucinations, 
in a pitch-dark film from William Friedkin (The Exorcist). BALLOF FIRE 


Goodness gracious, Ball of Fire's great! Barbara 
Stanwyck stars in Howard Hawks’ classic 1941 


NEW MOON. Elliott Smith comedy, back on DVD and ripe for rediscovery. 
5 6 ~ 
The late singer-songwriter lives on through a “i IMAGINE OUR LOVE 
poignant compilation of acoustic tracks recorded = : 
at the start of his Healcaly! brief career. Lavender Diamond ; 
eS The color- Frontwoman Becky Stark's breezy, enchanting 

, LOVE YOU. BETH room ) coordinated duo's melodies make the folk-pop quartet's full-length 

COOPER, by Larry Doyle ‘i new single is a debut the ideal seundirack for a summer of Love. 
Md =a i lj —- — 

Penned by a former Simpsons scribe, ‘ae? StipP ee cow, 


supercharged 


this side-splitting novel of adolescence is Bo) icitof buestoek , Sg 


a classic teen movie waiting to be made. pm —s 
electricity. 


FROST/NIXON 
British TV host David Frost (Michael Sheen) grills a 
disgraced Richard Nixon (Frank Langella) in the 
thought-provoking play, based on the pair's real-life 
1977 interviews. (On Broadway through Aug. 19) 


UNDERWATER EDEN, 
by Jeffrey L.Rotman 


Photographer Rotman spent 30-some 
years capturing breathtaking images 
of the bizarre deep-sea creatures that 
appear in his weighty book. 


STEELCITY 
Writer-director Brian Jun's drama, set in a working- 
class town, showcases powerful performances 
from Ugly Betty's America Ferrera and others. 
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Rogen and Heigl! 
* mene share’some 


_ Quality time 


Knocked Up is the very oppo- 
SethRogen, Site ofastorybook romance, 
Katherine Heigl, | andalso the very model ofa 
PaulRudd | great comedy for our values- 
R, 129 mins. driven time: Slacker shlub 
. (Universal) Ben (Seth Rogen) meets 
career-girl beauty Alison 
| (Katherine Heigl) at a sloshy bar in L.A., where all 
the women are strong (and work in television) 
and all the men are exactly average (and dream of 
a hitting it big by launching a dirty website), and 
i the two get drunk together. Sex happens. Slacker 
shlub and drunken beauty experience misunder- 
standing about the use of condoms. Conception 


D rector J udd A patow, of 4 O happens. Beauty, no longer drunk, chooses to go 


fees through with pregnancy and raise child, even 
Year-Old Virgin fa me, kn OC ks if dad is a baggy man-boy who lives with stoned 
a nother CO medy out of th e pa rk. roommates. Shlub announces, “I’m on board.” 


Ben doesn’t exactly choose to grow up—he 


BY LISASCHWARZBAUM remains partial to rumpled T-shirts bearing 
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slogans and convinced of his status as “the guy 
girls f--- over.” But by the time writer-director- 
producer Judd Apatow’s extremely rude, extremely 
funny, irresistible fairy tale about contemporary 
American frogs, princesses, childbirth classes, 
and bongs comes to its sunny, satisfying conclu- 
sion, the shlub has become a mensch. Knocked Up 
is comic chicken soup for the Colbert Nation soul. 

How the auteur who previously crafted the 
timeless American romantic-comedy classic The 
40 Year-Old Virgin does this so successfully— 
mixes the raunchy with the sweet, the boob obses- 
sion with the sight of a baby’s head crowning in 
childbirth, the gross laughs with the ungooey 
heart—can, I think, be credited to four strengths, 
and let’s start with the shlubbiest: Seth Rogen as 
leading man. Was a guy who got lucky on a hook- 
up ever so believably a mix of decent Joe and 
hapless meatball? Rogen’s delivery of even the 
most provocative opinions (“Steely Dan gargles 
my balls” is one I savor) is always tinged with 
distracted good spirits and self-deprecation. And 
his daft, lightly Jewish-identified sponginess sets 
off Heigl’s own achievement in playing a sharply 
sensible shiksa to great advantage. 

Second, in contrast to the terrors (and, lest we 
forget, hilarities) of unplanned, out-of-wedlock 
parenthood, Knocked Up spends quality time 
with Alison’s married sister, Debbie (embodied 
with showstopping authority and killer comic 
timing by Leslie Mann, whose credits include Big 
Daddy and marriage to Apatow), her vaguely rest- 
less husband, Pete (handsome MVP of thinking- 
man’s comedies, Paul Rudd), and their two young 
daughters (played with fizz by the Apatows’ own 
spirited girls, Maude and Iris). Debbie and Pete 
aren’t exactly the After to Alison and Ben’s 
Before—they’re more like experienced upper- 
classmen to freshman puppies overwhelmed with 
just getting to know one another clothed. In his 
depiction of imperfect, trial-and-error family 
life—funnier than Bergman’s Scenes From a Mar- 
riage, but just as keenly observed—Apatow honors 
everything he holds serious without losing a single 
ticket buyer out for a yuk-a-minute good time. 

Third, even more than in The 40 Year-Old 
Virgin, the movie has an uncanny empathy not 
just for dorks who like pictures of naked boobs, 
but for the gender that comes equipped with those 
boobs, too. Ben’s got mouth-breathing housemates 
with adumb penchant for horseplay and a dumber 
sense of hygiene and nutrition, and Apatow’s 
knack for keeping faith with their retarded social 
development is admirable. But then, as Elaine on 
Seinfeld might have put it, the filmmaker’s got 
access to, uh, the equipment 24 hours a day. That 
he is able to nestle himself so comfortably in, uh, 
chick skin is the revelation of this guy’s night/ 
girl’s night/date night/get-a-babysitter night 
treat. And for that the Academy would like to 


Playing 
house with 
Iris Apatow 


thank Ms. Mann, and the little Misses Maude and 
Iris Apatow for what are surely their contributions 
to their hubby and daddy’s exquisitely raised, 
feminist consciousness when it comes to issues 
like pregnancy testing, body image, togetherness 
time, dining with another couple at a nice restau- 
rant, and the whole Mars-versus-Venus thing. 

Finally, Knocked Up may be the sharpest, most 
up-to-date commentary on current pop culture 
not involving Jon Stewart or Comedy Central. 
The riffs tumble free and loose (“Matthew Fox— 
you know what’s interesting about him? Abso- 
lutely nothing!”), and the references are elegantly 
tossed off, even in the presence of a gynecologist 
pointing out fetal features on a sonogram. (Says a 
queasy Ben, “I’m breathing like James Gandolfini 
here!”) I’m breathing hard, too, because this 
comedy is such a blast of fresh air. A 


DISTURBIA 


Backstory 


+ Just as he was 
breaking big as an 
actor in 2005's The 
40 Year-Old Virgin, 
Seth Rogen was 
nominated for an 
Emmy award 

as a member of the 
writing staff on 
Sacha Baron Cohen's 
HBO series Da Ali G 
Show (above). 
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*EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW’s online reader panel. If you'd like to join, go to frontrowpanel.com/join. 
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Director’s 
Chair 


DAN KLORES 
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Truly, Deeply, Madly 


/ Riss and Pugach 
back in the 
swingin’ ‘70s 


A pair of New Yorkers have a passionate, violent affair to remember in 
this arresting documentary exposé. BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


In the Anna Nicole era, it’s 
PG-13,92 mins, | clear we’re all tabloid junkies. 
(Magnolia) | Soit’s worth asking: Whena 
< tabloid story sinks its hooks 
into us, is our relationship to it “sensational” or, 
in fact, humane? Are we voyeurs, getting off on the 
violence and kink and morbidity, or are we avid 
spectators to tales no more lurid in their intrigue 
than that of Othello, Oedipus Rex, or Crime and 
Punishment? Crazy Love, Dan Klores’ toxically 
fascinating true-crime/true-romance documen- 
tary, milks the one-of-a-kind story of Linda Riss 
and Burt Pugach for every tawdry twist it holds. 
Yet the tale itself is so spectacularly perverse, 
and the film stays so authentically close to the 
personalities involved, that you don’t feel 
dirty—you feel cleansed. 
In 1957, Riss, anice New York Jewish girl, 
with a heart-shaped face and a body voluptuous 
in that stately-’50s-hourglass mode, met Pugach, 
anerd of a hustler roughly 10 years her senior. 
They fell for each other, though Pugach, from the 
start, was trouble. A lawyer and nightclub owner, 
with enough cash to dabble in the movie business, 
he wanted to romance Linda and maintain a hot 
sex life on the side. We’re shown many photos of 
Pugach, and though he wasn’t handsome (he was 
like a bug in horn-rims), his eyes gleam with private 
delight under their heavy lids. He had the look of a 
vintage sociopath, a man who knows how to make 
people feel good by using his self-love as a mirror. 
As Riss, catching on to his tricks and betrayals, 
began to drift away, Pugach threatened and stalked 
her. Declaring that no one would have her if he 


couldn’t, he hired three petty crooks to knock on 
Riss’ door, and when she answered, they threw 
lye in her face. She was permanently blinded. 
This was an act of such sick, demented cruelty 
that for a while I found myself fighting the jaunty, 
amused tone—the tabloid succulence—of Crazy 
Love. Yet the thing is, I was hooked, too. Especially 
by what happens next: During the 14 years he 
served in prison, Pugach wrote ardent letters to 
Riss, and when he was released, he pursued her. 
Devotedly. Until he won her back. 
You could argue that Klores has simply crafted 
the world’s most artful Jerry Springer episode: “I 
Married the Man Who Blinded Me!” He and his 
codirector, Fisher Stevens, sprinkle present- 
day interviews with Riss and Pugach 
throughout the film, and though Pugach, in 
his 70s, is the same remorseless reptilian 
charmer, it’s Riss, hidden under giant sunglasses, 
her softness burned away, who’s the film’s true 
gothic sensation. At moments, you may suspect 
that Riss, lonely and dependent, retreated into a 
kind of masochism, or that the movie is letting 
Pugach off the hook because he makes for such a 
good story. Yet as Crazy Love goes on, these two 
souls, bound by habit, passion, hatred, affection, 
and, in some inexplicable way, by that monstrous 
event, carry themselves with a life’s-no-bed-of- 
roses shrug that echoes the lives of many more 
couples than would probably care to admit it. 
These two found, and lived, their own truth. It’s a 
freak show of a fairy tale, rendered by a filmmaker 
who knows how to pierce tabloid reality right in 
its anguished, bloody heart. 
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GRACIE: K.C. BAILEY 


M®. BROOKS; BEN GLASS; SPIRITED AWAY: 2002 NIBARIKI. TENDDTM; PAPRIKA: © SONY PICTURES CLASSICS; 


Devil Inside 


Costner’s promising turn as a 
serial killer careens off the rails. 
BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


Mr.Brooks | As the title psychopath of Mr. 
Kevin Costner, _ Brooks, Kevin Costner plays an 
William Hurt, | executive good citizen—the 
DemiMoore kind of fellow who wins Man 
R120 mins. | of the Year awards—who is 
(MGM) | alsoabrilliant serial killer, and 


the actor, looking sleek in dark 
hair, with that politician’s wary fish-lipped smile, 
slips into this image-shifting role as if it were a 
crisply tailored suit. Mr. Brooks’ homicidal desires 
may be invisible to the world, but they’re right in 
front of us. The killer inside—his id, his Mr. Hyde— 
is played by William Hurt, who keeps popping up 
in Brooks’ office or the back of his car, cackling 
with delight to goad him into another murder. It’s 
a fascinating strategy: Hurt acts out the killer’s 
sick inner child so that Costner doesn’t have to. 
Mr. Brooks begins promisingly, but it grows 
steadily more preposterous as it goes along, 


Dane Cook, still trapped in his innocuous comedy 
rhythms, turns up as a disturbed young man who 


_ has photographed (through a convenient open 


window shade) Brooks’ latest handgun execution. 
He tries to blackmail the killer into taking him on 
his next “outing,” but their relationship converts 
the movie, in essence, into a far-fetched buddy 
film. Things just get worse from there. Did Brooks 
need to have a collegiate daughter who’s a chip off 
the old psycho? And the Costner/Hurt duality 
should get thornier; instead, the film’s notion of 
complication is to have these two collapse into a 
teary hug. Costner’s bold career move turns out to 
bea thriller in which even the dark side cares. C 


becoming the first feel-good serial-killer movie. 


ANIME YOU 
SHOULD’VE 
SEEN BY 
NOW 


SPIRITED AWAY 
(2002) 

One of Hayao Miya- 
zaki's kid-centric mas- 
terpieces. As beautiful 
as a daydream. 


AKIRA (1990) 
This postapocalyptic 
classic is what put 
anime on the map. 


GRAVE OF THE 
FIREFLIES 
(1988) 

A haunting, clear-eyed 
look at two siblings’ 
lives in a firebombed 
Japan toward the end 
of World War Il. 


my. Away~ 


Paprika 
Voices of Toru Furuya, 
Megumi Hayashibara 
R, 90 mins. 

(Sony Pictures Classics) 


Fantasy leaks into reality, 
and an ominous, futuristic 
machine called the “DC 
Mini” lets one psychiatric 
institution's star re- 
searcher enter the dreams 
of her patients, where she 
takes the guise of the 
redheaded sprite who gives 
this intricate, adult anime 
its title: We're in the terri- 
tory of Japanese virtuoso 
Satoshi Kon (Tokyo God- 
fathers). Kon mixes visual 
beauty with disorienting 
perspectives for a caution- 
ary tale about machine- 
influenced soullessness 
and the persistent Japan- 
ese popular love of the 
cute. A-—LS 


Day Watch 
Konstantin Khabensky, 
Maria Poroshina 

R, 140 mins. 

(Fox Searchlight) 


Last year's Night Watch 
was an almost unwatch- 
ably hectic Russian mash- 
up of The Matrix and 
vampires, with edits so 
merciless and mythology 
so thick and Slavic it was 
as if you were watching a 
videogame by Tarkovsky. 
Day Watch, its gentler se- 
quel, is no less nonsensical 
as it continues the story of 
“Light Ones” battling 
“Dark Ones" in present-day 
Moscow, If you don't take it 
seriously—i.e., if you're able 
to laugh at the notion of a 
piece of chalk that undoes 
time—the sequel is a 
minor wackjob head trip. 
B-——Gregory Kirschling 


| 
| 


Gracie 

Carly Schroeder, Andrew 
Shue, Elisabeth Shue 
PG-13, 90 mins. 
(Picturehouse) 


In 1978, a high school girl 
playing competitive soccer 
wasn't just novel—it was 
barely heard of. This ami- 
able rouser, based on the 
experiences of Elisabeth 
Shue and her family (Shue 
was one of the producers), 
tries to convey how gutsy 
and role-smashing it is for 
Heather Graham-cute 
Gracie (Carly Schroeder) to 
cleat her way onto an all- 
boys soccer team. So why is 
the film as processed as an 
after-school special? You 
miss the knockabout edge 
of Bend It Like Beckham— 
though the ending, in its 
Pavlovian sports-flick way, 
pumps you up. G —OG 


conta with 
his dark Side. 


“It’s a fascinat- 
ing strategy: 
Hurt acts out 
the killer’s 
sick inner child 
so that Costner 
doesn’t have to.” 


Brooklyn Rules 
Freddie Prinze Jr., Scott 
Caan, Alec Baldwin 
R, 99 mins. (City Lights) 


Years after Federal Hill 
(1994), director Michael 
Corrente is still doing low- 
budget Mean Streets 
knockoffs. Set in 1985, this 
one stars Freddie Prinze Jr., 
pluckier than usual, as a 
Brooklyn wiseass who 
must decide if he wants to 
become an upscale lawyer 
or spend the rest of his life 
as a third-rate De Niro im- 
personation. Entourage's 
Jerry Ferrara puts a new 
spin on his baby-faced 
moxie, and Alec Baldwin, as 
a Mob boss, seethes. The 
boys-in-the-Italian-hood 
clichés were penned by 
Sopranos scribe Terence 
Winter, so they have snap, 
if not freshness. C# —OG 
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(1) No Country for Old 

Men's Tommy Lee Jones; 
(2) Phoenix and Eva 

Mendes in We Own the Night; 
(3) Marinca and Vasiliu in 

4 Months; (4) Persepolis 


Cannes ’Dos 


She goes for short, curly 
hair in My Blueberry Nights. 


His pageboy is creepy in No 
Country for Old Men. 


She bleaches her ’do in 
Flight of the Red Balloon. 


No hairdresser needed— 
she’s a voice in Persepolis. 
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Top of LeMonde 


The offerings at this year’s Cannes festival, from both international and 
American artists, were among the best in years. BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


On the first day, moviegoers at the 60th edition of 
the Cannes film festival stepped out of the incon- 
venient truth of extreme Mediterranean heat into 
the first screening of 

. The competition film had arrived under the 
radar, to say the least. And to tell the truth, many 
(me among them) had reduced the unheralded 
movie by 39-year-old writer-director Cristian 
Mungiu to the unpromising phrase “the Roma- 
nian abortion drama.” It is, after all, the story of 
Gabita (Laura Vasiliu), a university student seek- 
ing illegal termination ofa pregnancy in the last 
late-~’80s days of Ceausescu’s miserable Commu- 
nist regime. A mousy, modest girl practically cata- 
tonic with hopelessness, Gabita relies on her 
more resourceful roommate, Otilia (Anamaria 
Marinca), to contact an abortionist. 

What happens is as riveting in its spare, con- 
centrated power and dramatic flow as it is grim, 
dominated by a breathtaking Marinca as the 
roommate who juggles danger and the demands 
of an oblivious boyfriend. The movie is 
stunning—nuanced, clear-eyed, flowing witha 
documentary-inflected naturalism that straddles 
empathy and tough-minded commentary. Manu- 
factured summer blockbusters never felt so far 
away, or beside the point, nor world cinema so 


important to the well-being of movie lovers. 

On that first day, 4 Months (the film’s subse- 
quent, more reverent shorthand) became a sen- 
sation. And on the last day, in the strongest 
competition slate in years, Mungiu’s “abortion 
drama” won the film festival’s top prize. Enthusi- 
astic cinephiles hailed the creative flowering of 
Romanian cinema. Others, like me, entranced by 
the novelistic daring of ,abouta 
young Korean widow’s messy hunger for spiritual 
solace (and especially by the fearlessness of Jeon 
Do-yeon’s prizewinning performance), celebrated 
a year of great roles for women. In addition to 
Marinca and Jeon, I loved Russian opera legend 
Galina Vishnevskaya as a grandmother visiting her 
soldier grandson in the Chechen Republic in 
Alexander Sokurov’s uncharacteristically pointed 
political meditation . 

In , asophisticated follow- 
up to Head-On that continues his exploration of 
culture clash in contemporary Germany, Turkish- 
German writer-director Fatih Akin uses a Babel- 
like structure to intertwine the fates of Turks 
born in Turkey and Turks born in Germany, with 
an emphasis on mothers and daughters. In the 
luminous, mysterious , the Mexican 
virtuoso Carlos Reygadas abandons the shock 


moves he favored in 2005's Battle in Heaven for 
the deeper astonishment of a hushed drama of 
infidelity, faith, and, indeed, miracles set among 
a Mennonite sect in northern Mexico. 

So much to love! So patient and tender the 
voices—even when noisy, frustrated, and out- 
raged (yes, I mean Michael Moore’s Sicko)! If the 
Cannes film festival is a cinematic State of the 
World address, then this year, the world is a deli- 
cate, worrisome, but reasonably habitable place 
where the best artists cultivate their gardens with 
less emphasis on raising a fist than on modulating 
their voices to make a mature emotional connec- 
tion. Look at the Coen brothers, Joel and Ethan. 
Their No Country for Old Men—a vibrant, gut- 
grabbing adaptation of Cormac McCarthy’s novel 
starring a scary-as-hell Javier Bardem as a mad- 
man killer—strips away years of crusted Coen 
mannerisms to get at the best of their sly style. 
Look at Gus Van Sant’s Paranoid Park, about a 
skateboarding kid accidentally involved in a 
security guard’s death, and stricken into silence—a 
beauty of a movie with no need for the Columbine- 
inflected shenanigans the director brought to 
Elephant. The best of the American movies at 
Cannes this year were true to their Americanness 
with a simplicity that acknowledged the foolish- 
ness of arrogance, now more than ever. (The 
weakest American movies suffered for not getting 
the memo—notably We Own the Night, aself- 
conscious pose of nostalgia for an inauthentic 
1988 New York City with Mark Wahlberg, 
Joaquin Phoenix, and Robert Duvall let loose to 
doa whole lot of showy attitudinizing.) 

I was thrilled by Persepolis, a brilliant animated 
version of Marjane Satrapi’s spirited autobio- 
graphical graphic novels about growing up irre- 
pressible and Iranian: It’s easily one of the most 
successful comic-book-page-to-screen translations 
I’ve seen, fluid and inventive. (Satrapi herself 
codirected with Vincent Paronnaud.) Aware of 
its artiness, I was nevertheless impressed with 
The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, by art-besotted 
director Julian Schnabel (impressionistically 
shot by longtime Spielberg cinematographer 
Janusz Kaminski). A victim’s-eye view of near 
total paralysis, based on a tour de force 1997 
memoir by the late French magazine editor Jean- 
Dominique Bauby, the picture is also a tour de 
force for Mathieu Amalric as Bauby, able to com- 
municate only with the yes/no blink of one eyelid. 

And so, if I blink quickly over this year’s less 
satisfying entries—among them the overwrought 
Russian spiritual allegory The Banishment and 
Hungarian purist Béla Tarr’s unforgivingly inert 
The Man From London—it’s only because my eye 
is still so refreshed by dispatches from a world 
beyond the shores of Pirates of the Caribbean. 


>EW.COM For reviews of other films now playing in 
theaters, as well as more Cannes coverage, go to EW.com 
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BOX OFFICE 
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Pirates 3 


We'd be more excited about 
this epic sequel’s nine- 
figure debut if it weren't the 
third megatrilogy mega- 
opening of the month. Even 
so, we doff our hats to 
Cap'n Jack for another 
successful booty haul. 


WEEKEND 
NUMBER OF PER SITE | PERCENTAGE) WEEKS IN GROSS TO 
CHANGE DATE 


SITES? AVERAGE RELEASE 


WEEKEND 
Gross’ 


PIRATES: AT WORLD'S END $139.8 4,362 $32,050 = 1 $153.0 
SHREK THE THIRD $67.0 4172 $16,062 ~45 2 $217.3 
SPIDER-MAN 3 $18.1 3,723 $4,865 . -38 4 $307.8 
BUG $4.0 1,661 $2,418 = 1 $4.0 


© Ashley Judd’s squirmer got 
squashed by the competition 
this week, pulling in a relatively 
weak theater average despite 
amodest screen count. Looks 
like summer audiences got their 
fill of bugs when Spidey crawled 
into town. 


WAITRESS $4.0 510 $7,853 +270 4 $6.5 


© Moviegoers scarfed down 
leftovers of this indie charmer, 
which cracked the top 5 
nearly a month after its opening. } 
Distributor Fox Searchlight 
clearly knows how to cultivate a 
sleeper hit, but we have one 
humble suggestion for the 
pie-centric film: Smell-O-Vision. 


28 WEEKS LATER $3.3 2,013 $1,630 -40 3 | «$244 


DISTURBIA $24 1,632 $1,491 -35 | 
GEORGIA RULE $2.4 1,904 $1,265 -36 3 $16.8 
FRACTURE $1.6 907 $1,816 ~28 6 $37.2 
WILD HOGS $1.6 426 $3,725 +276 13 $163.4 
THE INVISIBLE $1 457 $2,413 -15 5 $19.2 
AWAY FROM HER $0.9 256 $3,701 +37 4 $2.6 
DELTA FARCE $0.6 833 $780 -65 3 $73 
BLADES OF GLORY $0.6 37 $2,029 -41 9 $116.4 
HOT FUZZ $0.6 462 $1,378 -51 6 [i $223 
PARIS, JE T'AIME $0.6 58 $9,496 +250 4 $0.9 
ONCE $0.4 20 $21,798 | +604 2 $0.5 


© After two weeks of stellar 
per-screen averages ($30,950 
on its opening weekend), 
writer-director John Carney’s 
musical romance made its first 
appearance in the top 20. 


300 $0.4 403 $1,080 


#109 2 | $2092 

NEXT $0.4 309 «$1,341 | -62 5 $173 

BLACK BOOK 0.4 172 2,395 | +17 8 34 
$ $ $ 


SOURCE: NIELSEN EOL WEEKEND OF MAY 25-28 *WEEKEND-GROSS AND GROSS-TO-DATE FIGURES IN MILLIONS 
t INCLUDES SOME MULTISCREEN THEATERS ANO PRINTS SHIPPED AS WELL AS INDIVIDUAL SCREENS 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 65 


The Spies 
Have It 


Chris Cooper and Ryan 
Phillippe face off in a thriller 
that’s a throwback to the '7Os. 
BY JOSHUA RICH 


Phillippe and 
Cooper play 
dangerous 
games 
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Breach | Breach maybe one of the best 
ChrisCooper, | paranoid thrillers of the 1970s. 
Ryan Phillippe | Itjust happened to have come 


PG-13, 111 mins., | Outin theaters four months ago. 


2007 | Like few films made since the 
Me Decade, this dark drama— 

centering on the weeks leading up to the 2001 
capture of FBI turncoat Robert Hanssen—distills 
the essence of that distinctly Nixon/Ford/Carter- 
era narrative genre. In simple, stark detail, you'll 
find the real-life tension of All the President's 
Men. The government intrigue of Three Days 
of the Condor. The claustrophobia of The 
Conversation. As co-writer/director Billy 
Ray (who made 2003's similarly suspenseful 
Shattered Glass) explains in his commentary, 
the film “owes its inspiration to the movies of the 
’70s, and that extends to every aspect of its 
construction.” He’s not talking jive, man. 

Hanssen was the most notorious spy in Ameri- 
can history. A 25-year FBI stalwart who sold secrets 
to the Soviets for sport and a devout Catholic who 
hung across over the office computer where he 
indulged his sexual fantasies, he represents a 
dense, mysterious character, and the perfect one 
around which to craft acontemporary spin on the 
spy fable. It’s also a whopping challenge to render 
him human and empathetic on the screen. Which 
makes Chris Cooper’s understated take on the 
pious, tortured, loving, loyal, perverted traitor 


all the more impressive. “Cooper does four or five 
things a day that are just Did you see that?! kind 

of moments, where the acting is so connected and 
so subtle,” Ray remarks. “It’s never big or operatic. 
He just nails the truthfulness of amoment.” 

The star’s performance—alongside confident 
and mature work by Ryan Phillippe as Eric 
O’Neill, the young FBI agent who helped bring 
Hanssen down—is key to making this two-hour 
homage feel fresh. Still, some may be dissatisfied 
that the filmmakers never attempt to explain 

Hanssen’s transgressions. Why'd he do it? 
The extras—including the usual assortment 
of deleted scenes, documentaries, and an 
above-par commentary track featuring 

Ray and the real O’Neill—dance around the 

issue. “The why doesn’t mean a thing,” Ray says, 
echoing a line from the film. Well, amen. After all, 
the best of the ’70s conspiracy flicks remained 
compelling even after declining to clarify why, 
say, Nixon let Watergate spin out of control. 

Here’s a more timely conspiracy theory for 
you: What if Universal never wanted you to see 
Breach? For some reason, the studio dumped this 
unusually smart, well-made, and well-acted 
(please, Academy, remember Cooper when the 
time comes) film with little fanfare in the 
doldrums of February, where it died quickly. Sure, 
in most cases, the why doesn’t mean a thing. But 
on this point an explanation would be nice. A= 


Clint Club 


Forget bad and ugly. These Eastwood 
Westerns are just plain good. 
BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


The Sergio | By the early ’60s, it was impos- 
Leone | sible to look at a tumbleweed 
Anthology | blowing through a John Wayne 
Clint Eastwood, | film and not think that his 
Lee VanCleef | brand of stoic heroism was 
Unrated/R,568 | dead. But two unlikely figures 
mins., 1964-72 | were about to come riding to 


the rescue: Italian director 

Sergio Leone and a young TV actor named Clint 
Eastwood. The three spaghetti Westerns that they 
made between 1964 and 1966 were brutal and 
operatic, and turned Eastwood into a squinting, 
badass icon. Now all three are available in gor- 
geously restored two-disc editions, packaged with 
fistfuls of extras, in The Sergio Leone Anthology. 

Better known to spaghetti Western aficionados 
as “The Man With No Name Trilogy,” the saga 
kicks off with A Fistful of Dollars, an Old West riff 
on Kurosawa’s Yojimbo, with Eastwood as the 
cheroot-chomping gunslinger playing two feuding 


clans against one another. For a Few Dollars 
More introduces Lee Van Cleef as a reptilian 
bounty hunter and ends with a bravura three-way 
shoot-out. But it’s The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
where Leone indulges his sweet tooth for gonzo 
excess. It’s almost rococo, mixing haunting long 
shots right out of The Searchers with supertight 
close-ups of its characters’ sweaty faces. 

As abonus, there’s also Leone’s little-seen 1972 
spaghetti Western, Duck, You Sucker, which fea- 
tures Rod Steiger’s raunchy Mexican bandito and 
James Coburn’s IRA explosives expert serving up 
a pair of hambone accents. It’s a three-star dessert 
after a four-star meal. Eastwood films: A Duck: B+ 


Double Take 


“The spaghetti 
Westerns that 
they made 
between 1964 
and 1966 
were brutal 
and operatic, 
and turned 
Eastwood into 
a squinting, 
badass icon.” 


MURPHY’S DRAW 


Let's hear it for Sexual Chocolate! Special editions of two 


Yo Soy Boricua, 


Seinfeld: Season8 | Eddie Murphy favorites highlight his royal heyday. 
Jerry Seinfeld Pa’ Que rare 

Unrated, 506 mins., Tu Lo Sepas! 

1996-97 Unrated, 85 mins., 2007 


Without co-creator Larry 
David (he bailed after sea- 
son 7), Jerry Seinfeld 
indulged a more waggish 
sense of humor. Think cock- 
fights, urban sombreros, 
and the mortifying Mock- 
Elaine-A dance. “There was 
a sense that the teacher 
was gone,” director Andy 
Ackerman says in the “Sub- 
marine Captain” featurette. 
“Now we can goof off.” 
EXTRAS Seinfeld remained 
true to the irascible David: 
“My favorite thing about 
the whole series is inexpli- 
cable malevolence,” says 
Seinfeld in one of 14 rather 
humdrum “Inside Looks.” 
Spoken like a true anti-den- 
tite. A- —Jeff Labrecque 


Actress/first-time director 
Rosie Perez tries to pack 
Puerto Rico's entire history 
into one documentary. 
And while the results 
occasionally feel rushed— 
the coerced sterilization 
of poor women gets less 
than three minutes of 
screen time—there are 
signs of life everywhere: 
boisterous scenes of New 
York City's Puerto Rican 
Day parade, a quickie 
primer on Spanglish. The 
most powerful witness 
remains Perez herself, as 
she proudly introduces 
her army-vet father and 
recalls her childhood in 
barrio Brooklyn, EXTRAS 
None. B —Kerrie Mitchell 


Trading Places (983) 

THE SETUP A street hustler (Mur- 
phy) switches lifestyles with a 
Wall Street yuppie (Dan Aykroyd). 


VINTAGE EDDIE Murphy's Billy Ray: 


insists to the cops he's a blind, leg- 
less Vietnam vet: “I was in Sang 
Bang, Dang Gong—| was all over 
that place.... | was Agent Orange.” 
WORTHY EXTRAS? Yes, if only 
for the one archival promo clip 
that shows Murphy and Aykroyd, 
both in their prime, doing dueling 


old-Jewish-man impressions. A= 


Coming to America (1988) 
THE SETUP Sweetly naive African 
Prince Akeem (Murphy) searches 
for a bride in Queens, N.Y. 
VINTAGE EDDIE The barbershop 
scene, in which Murphy played 
several characters, paved the way 
for the Nutty Professor films. 
WORTHY EXTRAS? Hardly. 
Making-of docs pass over the 
juiciest parts: Murphy’s on-set 
fisticuffs with director John Landis 
and writer Art Buchwald’s plagia- 
rism lawsuit. B —Josh Rottenberg 
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Electronics Co,, Ltd. All rights r ved x ered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. 


sobs, imagine your dad as the father of the year 


2 Please join Samsung, Sears and Boomer Esiason to nominate the dad of your 
§ choice as the Father of the Year. Just visit www.samsung.com/boomer and write 
A & about an amazing father, whether it’s yours or someone you know, in 100 words or 
less to get a chance to meet Boomer and win a $10,000 Samsung shopping 
spree and other amazing prizes. Boomer has thus far raised more than $50 million to 
find a cure for Cystic Fibrosis to help save children’s lives, including his son Gunnar’s. 
Please enter between May 20 and June 17, 2007 to do your part for this worthy cause. 
Visit www.fourseasonsofhope.com for more information. 
No purchase necessary to enter or win in the Samsung's “Four Seasons of Hope Father of the Year” Contest. 
Open to legal residents of the 48 contiguous US and DC. Void in Alaska and Hawaii and where prohibited by law. 


A minor should have a parent's or legal guardian's permission to enter. Contest begins 5/20/07, ends 6/17/07. 
For Official Rules and instructions how to enter, visit www.samsung.conYboomer 
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TRADING PLACES: PARAMOUN 
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MEATBALLS: EVERETT COLLECTION; STOMP THE YARD: ALFEO DIXON 


Hex: Season 1 
Christina Coles, 
Michael Fassbender 
Unrated, 465 mins., 
2004-05 


In this supernatural 
sudser—the U.K.'s edgier, 
oversexed response to 
Charmed—witch/coed 
Cassie (Coles) craves 
approval from the school's 
“in” crowd, but her just- 
discovered powers make 
her more of an outcast. 
They also attract fallen 
angel Azazeal (Fassbender), 
a lesbian ghost (Jemima 
Rooper), and a demon baby. 
Sure, a lot of the mytholog- 
ical plot doesn't add up, 
but this dark world is so 
enrapturing you won't care. 
EXTRAS A making-of fol- 
lows Hex's freaky creatures 
from storyboard to screen. 
A-——Tanner Stransky 


My Brother 
Vanessa Williams, 
Nashawn Kearse 
PG-13, 90 mins., 2007 


If this film feels like an 
Afterschool Special, it's 
probably because director 
Anthony Lover helmed one 
in 1979 about a teenage 
alcoholic. Here, a stand-up 
comic (Kearse) struggles 
to support his developmen- 
tally disabled brother 
(Christopher Scott) by 
taking a shady job from 
some Middle Eastern men. 
When that mildly interest- 
ing premise is abandoned 
in favor of flashbacks 

to the boys’ dying mother 
(Williams) and her generic 
life lessons (“Fear makes 
you weak!"), the movie 
veers into shameless tear- 
jerker territory. EXTRAS 
None. G+ —Gilbert Cruz 


Meatballs 
Special Edition 
Bill Murray, 

Chris Makepeace 
PG, 94 mins., 1979 


Murray began his reign as 
comedy god chanting 

“It just doesn't matter!" as 
screw-the-rules head 
counselor Tripper in this 
summer-camp classic. His 
unrelenting improvised 
riffing isn't as funny as you 
remember, but then again, 
how many teenage favorites 
ever are? EXTRAS Murray 
didn't commit until the third 
day of filming, director Ivan 
Reitman and co-writer/co- 
producer Daniel Goldberg 
say on the commentary, but 
he saved the movie: More 
Murray-centric scenes were 
shot after a test screening 
showed that little without 
him worked. B —Josh Wolk 


What’s New In...Boxed Sets 


AIN’T NOTHIN’ BUT A HORNDOG 


On its 25th anniversary, the seminal teen sex comedy gets repackaged 
with its flaccid sequels as Porky’s: The Ultimate Collection 
(R, 289 mins). How has the gang at Angel Beach High aged? 


PORKY’S (1982) Pint-size virgin Pee Wee (Dan 


ad 


Monahan) and his pals try to get laid, peep into the girls’ 
locker room, and battle with roly-poly redneck strip-club 
owner Porky (Chuck Mitchell). BIGGEST LAUGH Kim 
Cattrall, as a gym teacher, gets turned on by the smell of 
dirty socks and howls like a dog in heat. BIGGEST GROAN 
The 73rd joke about Pee Wee's minuscule member. B— 


as 


PORKY’S Il: THE NEXT DAY (1983) An intolerant 
Foghorn Leghorn-like preacher boycotts the gang's 
“obscene” production of Shakespeare's A Midsummer 
Night's Dream. Payback ensues. BIGGEST LAUGH 
Meat (Tony Ganios) in a blond wig and tutu. BIGGEST 
GROAN The tender moments between Pee Wee 

and Wendy (Kaki Hunter). Where are the boobies? D 


PORKY’S REVENGE (1985) Meat unwittingly falls for 
Porky’s daughter. Swedish exchange student Inga 
(Kimberly Evenson) is added to the mix. BIGGEST LAUGH 
The prudish Miss Ballbricker (Nancy Parsons) finds 
romance...on a beach...at sunset...in slo-mo! BIGGEST 
GROAN Meat making goo-goo eyes at his crush—it's like 
Jaws falling in love in Moonraker, Only worse. D— —CN 


THE CHART 


DVD SALES 


STOMP 
THE YARD 


Talk about smooth 
moves! -Universal’s 
teen dance flick 
trumped the 
fractured fairy tale 
Pan's Labyrinth. 


TOP 20 


on ow ff WwW N 
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STOMP THE YARD 


© Two R&B stars get their 
krump on in this flick about 
warring fraternity step 
teams: Ne-Yo provides comic 
relief as knucklehead Rich, 
while Chris Brown costars 
as an ill-fated squad captain. 


orn 
tast | Gross 
Weex | 10 Dar 


pox 
mce | WEEKS 

iS cy mw 
E* | RELEASE | GRADE 


PAN'S LABYRINTH 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES 
DREAMGIRLS 

BECAUSE | SAID SO 

MUSIC AND LYRICS 


THE FOUNTAIN 


© Hugh Jackman—who 
plays a lovelorn man looking 
to prolong life in ‘The Foun- 
tain’—headlines CBS’ casino 
drama ‘Viva Laughlin’ on 
Sundays this fall. With its 
musical numbers, ‘Laughlin’ 
allows the actor to show 

off his song-and-dance skills. 


= (ier) 1 |iee 
3 |sua4| 3 | B 

1 |$427| 2 | ce 
4 |$505/ 2 | Be 
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HAPPY FEET 9 |$i980/ 8 | A- 
CATCH AND RELEASE 5 |$53| 2 | ct 
THE QUEEN 6 | $564 4 8 
DEJA VU 7 |so40 4 | ce 


MARTIN: SEASON 2 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN... 


© Pirates’ fans must have 
been brushing up on their 
swashbuckling and sword- 
play: ‘Dead Man's Chest’ 
dropped off the DVD chart in 
February, but reappeared 
Just before ‘At World’s End’ 


debuted in theaters May 25. 

ALPHA DOG 1 FSIS) 3 C+ 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB | 12 | $826 7 A i 
BLOOD DIAMOND 2 | $574 9 ih 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 13 {$162.6 8 | B+ 
SMOKIN’ ACES 4 | $358 5 B- 


SOURCES: RENTRAK RETAIL ESSENTIALS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 19, 2007; NIELSEN EDI *IN MILLIONS 
t ORIGINAL THEATRICAL GRADE 
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6W-Bi) YOU RELATE 
TO YOUR FATHER? 
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A DUGUMENTARY FILM BY ADRIAN GRENIER 


SHOT IN THE DARK 


SU Meteo Hae RUT RES RELA PVE 


SUNDAY, JUNE 3 aT 10:30pmHBO 
FOLLOWING ENTOURAGE 
ENCORE PRESENTATION ON FATHER'S DAY, JUNE 17 at 6:30PM 


For Riches or 
for poorer: Driver 
and Izzard 


Fueled by regret and ambition, 
Mondays, | the Malloy family is seeking a 
10p.m. | shinier identity. “I’m going to 
FX | getus the life we deserve, 
~~ whether we want it or not,” 
proclaims patriarch Wayne Malloy (British come- 
dian Eddie Izzard). FX’s The Riches is the most 
precise of the spate of dramas addressing the 
American quest for constant improvement and 
boundless materialism. On HBO, The Sopranos 
has Carmela’s terrified money-squirreling; Big 
Love's plural family is crushed by credit-card 
debt. Showtime’s Weeds forces a suburban mom 
into drug dealing to maintain her upscale life- 
style. They’re all clever thrusts at the costs of 
consumerism. But The Riches—which wraps its 
first season on June 4—is even more excruciating 
and fascinating: The Malloys are Travellers, 
Irish-American gypsies working scams in the 
Deep South. Inherent outsiders, Wayne, his wife, 
Dahlia (Good Will Hunting’s Minnie Driver), and 
their kids have gone way inside, assuming the 
identities of a deceased family—the Riches—in 
an exclusive McDevelopment called Edenfalls. 
The Riches is only loosely interested in the 
culture of the Travellers—codes and traditions 
surface here and there, but it'd be nice to see more. 
Instead, it’s primarily concerned with the true cost 
of upward mobility. Wayne, conning his way into a 
= job as a high-stakes lawyer, finds himself jammed 
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into an alien conformity. (One of The Riches’ 
many ironies is that the once-rootless Wayne works 
for a real estate firm—and one that discriminates 
against outsider types.) Dahlia, newly released 
from prison, rebounding from meth addiction, is 
trying to shift into a life that requires more deceit 
than her old grifter existence ever did. Young son 
Sam (Aidan Mitchell), a kid who’s most comfort- 
able in dresses and lip gloss, finds himself 
crammed into suits—clipping on an occasional 
barrette for comfort. The weight on this family is 
palpable; just keeping their new lifestyle afloat 

is overwhelming. “Is that what’s going to be on my 
tombstone: Here lies a guy who came up with 
$19,876.74 a month?” asks Wayne. 

The Riches is a crystalline look at our current 
societal tug-of-war: We’re encouraged to scale 
back, simplify, live contentedly...but also 
demand the absolute best for ourselves and our 
families. The drama is also an acting showcase: 
Driver is heartbreaking as a woman trying to 
mend a broken spirit in bewildering surround- 
ings; Izzard gives a tense, spirited performance 
as a guy too sharp for his old life and too decent 
for his new one; and Margo Martindale is a gem 
as a boisterous neighbor with sorrows of her 
own. In fact, everyone on The Riches has private 
sadnesses to brave, which ultimately makes the 
show a wellspring of empathy—for insiders, 
outsiders, and in-betweeners. 


Of Life 


Scam artists steal a family’s 
_ identity in FX’s arresting 

/ take onthe American dream. 
y BY GILLIAN FLYNN 


+ Prior to her film 


career, Minnie Driver 
(above) sang ina 
band known as Puff, 
Rocks and Brown. 
This summer she'll 
release her second 
solo CD, Seastories. 
+ Carl Franklin, who 
directed The Riches’ 
pilot, used to be an 
actor, appearing in 
shows like ALF, The 
A-Team, and Riptide. 
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ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY/VAVOOM UPFRONT PARTY * MAY 15, 2007 * NYC 


During television’s Upfront Week, network execs partied with TV's 
brightest stars at the exclusive Entertainment Weekly/Vavoom 
Upfront Party. Eva Longoria, Felicity Huffman, Anne Heche, Ellen 
Pompeo, Eric Mabius, Hayden Panettiere, Jane Krakowski, 
Ashton Kutcher, and Demi Moore were among fhe guests letting 
loose at New York’s nightlife nexus, The Box. Throughout the 
night, celebrities dazzled the camera crews and photographers 
on the red carpet and let loose on the dance floor. Members of 
the Grey’s Anatomy cast did the Electric Slide while Kate Walsh, 
Balthazar Getty, and Jennifer Esposito joined other guests at the 
Vavoom sketching station fo have their portraits drawn to benefit 
the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation. 
} Weekly | President and Publisher Dave Morris, Michael Emerson, and 


of Matrix Communications Deborah Marquardt. 2. Justin Chambers 
Wilson. 3. Emilie de Ravin and Angie Harmon. ; 


4. Eva Longoria. 5. Sendhil Ramamurthy, Jack Coleman, 
and Hayden Panettiere. 6. Kate Walsh. 7. Sara Ramirez, 
Eric Dane, and Rebecca Gayheart, 8. Taye Diggs and ieing 
Menzel. 9. Mary Lynn Rajskub, 10, Nestor Carbonell. 1 
Masi Oka. 12. Lakisha Jones. 


WHO’S YOUR DADDO? 


Introducing the surprisingly Hook-y host of ‘Pirate Master’ 


THE CHART 


DOWNLOADED SHOWS 
On CBS’ new Mark Burnett reality show ot! cy 


Pirate Master, aspiring buccaneers vie 
for $1 million in treasure, guided by host 
Cameron Daddo. Besides extensive 
experience working with wenches, what 
makes the former Models, Inc. and 


LOST 


The demise of Charlie 
in the sensational 
finale of ABC's serial 
thriller hooked iTunes 


She Spies actor worthy of that post? users and was the 
A quick look. —Mandi Bierly chart's most popular 
TV download. 


+ He actually is a pirate. Well, maybe. His 
grandfather once told him that their fami- 
ly is descended from Spanish pirates, and THE TOP 20 
he’s been a committed swashbuckophile 
ever since. “We'd be put to bed with Long 
John Silver stories, which would keep me 
up scared as hell for three hours.” 

+ He played Black Bart in a 2001 episode 
of the Canadian TV show Mentors. His take 
on playing the infamously ruthless and 


1 LOST “Through a Looking Glass,” ABC 


THE OFFICE “The Job,” NBC 


2 
<3 ~=HEROES “How to Stop an Exploding Man,” NBC 
4 


24°S A.M.-6 A.M.,” Fox 


© Although its broadcast ratings softened this sea- 


bloodthirsty sea bandit? “Fun.” son, Fox’s ‘24’ still cleans up on iTunes: The two 
+ He’s a true menace in the water. A competitive swimmer, Daddo has been training for halves of the season finale show up side by side at 
the U.S. Masters Nationals. While shooting Pirate Master in the Caribbean, “I got pulled Nos. 4 and 5, and the series’ previous episode (17th) 
out of the water by the police twice for swimming in the wrong places.” also cracks the top 20. But bargain hunters beware: 
+ He’s never walked the plank, but this acrophobe did walk a tightrope on the The sensor endeniay Lost: (st) is a better deal--the 
Sore arse two-hour telecast is being sold as a single download 
2005 Aussie reality hit Celebrity Circus. “| got up one morning after a particularly for the price of one episode. 


long night on the Australian Shiraz and just went for it. | needed to be numb.” 
+ He's no stranger to mutiny. Country star Keith Urban dropped in to sing 
background vocals and play some guitar on Daddo's early-’90s album A Long 
Goodbye: “We used to keep in touch,” Daddo says. “He got busy.” 


24°4 A.M—S A.M.,” Fox 


GREY'S ANATOMY “Didn't We Almost Have It All,” ABC 


LOST "Greatest Hits,” ABC 

Ss Oo U N D B IT E Ss DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES "Getting Married Today,” ABC 
ii)) HANNAH MONTANA “My Best Friend's Boyfriend,” Disney 

© Parents, make sure to check your iTunes bills for 


“It’s like Regis Philbin...sunny and 84.” unexpected ‘Montana’ charges. The Disney Channel 


—DAVID LETTERMAN, NOTING THE GOOD WEATHER IN NEW YORK, ON LATE SHOW tween program ts a major mover. The next closest 
cable series is the latest episode of Comedy Central's 


‘South Park,’ which comes in at 26th. 


5 
6 
yi) THE OFFICE “Beach Games,” NBC 
8 
9 


“You said nothing and that’s cowardly!” 


—ROSIE O'DONNELL TO ELISABETH HASSELBECK ON THE AE BERCES sLenisive.. NEC 


VIEW'S BLOWOUT OF THE DECADE ir) STUDIO 60 ON THE SUNSET STRIP 
“ F “The Disaster Show,” NBC 
Today in England, a new theme park opened ea A eae 
that is devoted to the legendary author © On TV, NBC is burning off episodes of Aaron 
Charles Dickens. Experts say the Charles aot ee oe Bs Soak se ceeied eg 
ick Th Bark is perfack fontie tamil can the bac. stage skete -show drama. On iTunes, 
Dickens eme = Pp A y however, the situation is less grim, with viewers 
sick of spending every vacation at Jane snapping up the first new episode since the show 
Austen World.” went on hiatus in February. (Oddly enough, this 
‘ ~CONAN O'BRIEN ON LATE NIGHT week focuses on Allison Janney and devotes no 
: screen time to Bradley Whitford, Matthew Perry, or 
“| want other people to get fatter so| Amanda Peet.) 
: . ” =| 
: look thinner. SEW SCRUBS “My Rabbit/My Point of No Return,” NBC 
3 —ROSEANNE BARR ON E!'S THE DAILY 10 
j ; j F A) THE OFFICE "Women's Appreciation,” NBC 
‘At least | hope it says ‘dance.’ | mean, it’s SU Ae Ae aah 
in Chinese.” 1-3 LOST “The Man Behind the Curtain,” ABC 
4 —CONTESTANT JENNA DEJOSIA, DESCRIBING HER CHINESE- r = 
; CHARACTER TATTOO, ON SO YOU THINK YOU CAN DANCE AL | LAW R ORDER: SVU "Screwed, NEC 
“| always said there was talent in Seattle, a 24°3AM—-4 AM," Fox 
and | was right.” SY: LOST “The Brig,” ABC 
—SIMON COWELL (WHO DISSED THE CITY'S TALENT 
POOL IN THE PRESEASON), AFTER LISTENING TO SINGERS ut) HEROES “The Hard Part,” NBC 
: 1 THERE PERFORM DURING THE FINALS 
3 Wrasere abate TUERE FERS AL ris) THE OFFICE “Product Recall,” NBC 
: DAY OF MAY 29, 2007 ‘SOURCE: ITUNES 
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BY ALYNDA WHEAT 


WHAT toOWAT CH... eiesrcnssnnsen 


Family guys: 

ge | Gandolfini and 
a Tony Sirico bring 
HBO's Mob 


drama toaclose f 
bet = 


SERIES FINALE 


SUNDAY 6.10 
9-10Pm 


The Sopranos s20,1v-ma 

We come to praise Tony Soprano (James 
| M PREVIEW | Gandolfini), not to bury him. Unless they 
whack the guy in tonight's finale (we don't know nothin’ from 
nothin’, what with the omerta around series creator David 
Chase). After a disappointing season (or two), the show is 
back in fine form, between the shock of Tony snatching 
Christopher's final breath, and AJ taking that near-fatal 
plunge into the pool. That pool—it was so tranquil when the 
ducks called it home, in the beginning, before we lost Nancy 


Marchand, murdered Adriana, and wondered if Dr. Melfi was 
any help at all. We miss those ducks. Bet Tony does too. 
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Monday 5.04 


Series Debut 


Daily Cooks 

BBC America, TV-PG 

Love BBC America just as it 
is? Pity. ‘Cause they're mix- 
ing it up with new foodie 
shows from the country 
that brought you Marmite. 


Chuck D’s Musicians 
Studio 

Sundance, TV-14 
Musicians, plural, but the 
only guest is Quincy Jones. 
Suspicious! More specials 
to come? Series pilot that 
didn’t click? It's a mystery. 


Inside the Actors 
Studio 

Bravo, TV-PG-L 

| adore Julia Louis-Dreyfus. 
Huge fan. But can David 
Hasselhoff be far behind? 


Season Premiere 


Hell’s Kitchen 

Fox, TV-14-L 

Simon Cowell's on hiatus 
and Nigel Lythgoe swears 
he’s gonna be nice this year, 
so Gordo'’s filling in as our 
Angry Limey in Residence. 


Series Debut 


Soul Deep: The Story 
of Black Popular Music 
VH1 Soul, TV-PG 

Forget the history lesson, 
just come for the interviews 
with Beyoncé, Stevie, Mary 
J., and the late Ray Charles. 


Cities of the 
Underworld 

History, TV-PG 

See what rats already know: 
What lies beneath NYC's 
Grand Central Terminal. 
Besides the rats, obvs. 


Six Days in June 

PBS, TV-PG 

It's almost summer-wacky 
fun time! You're having a 
blast! Now stop that. What 
ya need is a doc on the 
1967 Arab-Israeli conflict... 


*check local listings 


Inside the Taliban 
National Geographic, TV-14 
..OF More terror talk. You 
like living in fear, under a 
cloud of impending global 
doom, right? 


Comfort TV 


50 
Ge 


Pa 


Creature Comforts 
CBS, TV-PG-DL 

Looks familiar, dunnit? 
That's because this series, 
which marries Claymation 
animals and interviews 
with average Americans, 
is based on the British hit 
of the same name. Crea- 
ture has three things going 
for it: (1) stellar animation 
from the folks who bring 
you Wallace & Gromit; (2) 
genuine charm that's never 
cloying or syrupy; and (3) 
a foolproof setup. Naturally 
funny interviews are easy 
TV; it's with drier material 
that the animators shine. 
For instance: humans 
afraid of needles? No big. 
Porcupines afraid of nee- 
dles? Cute. B+ 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


THE SHIELD; PRASHANT GUPTA 
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Season Premiere 
9-11Ppm 

America’s Got Talent 
NBC, TV-PG 

Talent and the Hoff! Ameri- 
ca's pretty damn lucky. 


9-10Pm 

Kathy Griffin: 
Everybody Can Suck It 
Bravo 

Her D-List show follows. So 


technically, double suckage. 


Season Finale 
10-11Pm 

College Hill 

BET, TV-14 

Proving it's not just white 


kids who drink and act a fool. 


Season Premiere 
10-11pm 

Criss Angel Mindfreak 
A&E, TV-PG-L 

Criss levitates on top of the 
Luxor casino’s 800-degree 
beam of light. Talk about 
blowing smoke up his...act. 


Arresting 
developments: 
Chiklis ends 
the season as 
one beat cop 


SEASON 
FINALE 


10-Tlpm 

The Shield Fx, TV-MA 

Like we expected TV's best antihero to go quietly into the 
night. Det. Mackey's (Michael Chiklis) bosses are des- 
perate to rid the precinct of his morally bankrupt booty, 
but Vic once again shows his affinity for survival in this 
dynamic conclusion. As he dodges one bullet, he faces 
another: Now Vic’s two-timing ex-partner Shane (the 
magnificent Walton Goggins) is turning out to be Vic's 
biggest nemesis in the show’s final days (it wraps for good 
next year). Thank God we're getting one more season for 
their inevitable, tragic showdown. A —Lynette Rice 


Big Love: Lucy 
(Helen Latham) 
and bigamist 
Bruno (Ben 
Richards) 

retie the knot 


SEASON 
PREMIERE 


8-9Ppm 

Footballers Wive$ 88C America, TV-MA 

Hang in there: Tanya Turner is coming back...but not until 
episode 4. Until then, it’s all about Bruno and Amber, the 
series’ most star-crossed couple, given that Bruno acci- 
dentally killed her husband, Conrad. (We also meet a sexy 
new slice of man meat, Tremaine—a bling-laden baller 
whose model girlfriend plays both sides of the field with 
her female assistant.) The show tries to be outrageous in 
Tanya’s absence (Amber has Conrad's ashes “carbonized” 
and turned into a diamond ring), but it’s just treading 
McMansion pool water until Ms. Turner returns. And yes, 
she’s bringing Joan Collins with her! B+ —Kristen Baldwin 


Series Debut 
9-10PmM 
Destination Truth 

Sci Fi 

What if Ghost Hunters and 
MythBusters loved each other 
very much and made a baby? 


9-10:30pm* 

Great Performances: 
We Love Ella! A Tribute 
to the First Lady of Song 
PBS, TV-G 

Legend Ella Fitzgerald gets 
her due. *check local listings 


Season Premiere 
9-10Pm 

American Inventor 
ABC 

You'll need your My Therapy 
Buddy for this next round. 


Series Debut 

9-10Pm 

Tyler Perry’s House 
of Payne 

TBS, TV-PG 

Um...Tyler Perry. ‘Nuff said. 


sl 
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NOT 
SJLONe 


kylexy.com 


Are we there yet? 
illiams and Busch (“"""""* 
drive slow Cars 
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8-8:31Pm 

Fast Cars & Superstars ABC, TV-PG 

Sure, it seems obvious now. Combine Americans” 
obsessions with celebrities, stock-car racing, and 
reality fare, keep it to half an hour, and slap it on in 
summer. It'd be perfect if ABC had measured the 


Laird Hamilton, and John Elway race each other for 
time, with the help of Gillette Young Guns driver 
Kurt Busch. It’s 22 minutes of solid left turns, with 
almost no personal interaction—great for racing 


future episodes catch the drivers off the track. B— 


portions differently. In this debut, Serena Williams, 


purists, but deadly dull for the rest of us. Let's hope 


Series Debut 
8-8:30pm 

Speeders 

Court TV, TV-14 
Problem: You've got lead 
feet but apparently can't 
think fast on them...and 
now you're on TV. 


9-9:30Pm 

John Safran vs. God 
Sundance, TV-PG 

“John travels to California 
to meet the KKK Grand 
Dragon to find out whether 
a Jew can join the Ku Klux 
Klan.” Welllll, yeah, sorta. 
| mean, he could “pass,” 
right? Dave Chappelle, on 
the other hand... 


10-10:59Ppm 

Studio 60 on the 
Sunset Strip 

NBC, TV-14 

That Tom's-brother-in- 
Afghanistan thing probably 
ain't gonna end well. 
Good thing it's only fiction. 


/.P 


Fred Willard guests as 
acon man. 'Scuse me, 
con artist. Respect. 


8-9Pm 

Ned’s Declassified 
School Survival 
Guide to Field Trips, 
Permission Slips, 
Signs and Weasels 
Nickelodeon, TV-Y-7 


during the school year. 


Series Debut 


8-9pm 

The Gil Mayo 
Mysteries 

BBC America, TV-PG 
See, he's a detective and 
it's funny. Y'know, like 
Monk's supposed to be. 


oe ee ne nee wen eee we een n een ene cen ee seen e nen ene n ene e nese nena seeeneny 


Might've been nice if Ned 
had thought of any of that 


Series Debut 
5-GPpm 

Bindi: The Jungle Girl 
Discovery Kids, TV-G 
Steve Irwin's kid's show. 
I'd gripe about nepotism, 
but I'm only so evil. 


5-6:30Pm 
Mickey Mouse Club: 
The E! True 
Hollywood Story: 
E!, TV-14 

From Annette’s to Brit- 
ney's. Mouse ears, | mean. 
Yeah, they had big ones. 


9-1Tlpm 

Ruffian 

ABC, TV-PG-V 
Seabiscuit, but with Sam 
Shepard and a TV budget. 


9-Tlpm 

You've Got a Friend 
Hallmark, TV-PG 

John Schneider as a Viet- 
nam vet who befriends an 
orphan. But less creepy. 
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Spider bites? 
Muldoon hunts 
for gravitas—and 
daddy longlegs 


9-11Pm 

Ice Spiders Sci Fi, TV-14-LV 

Six giant spiders escape from a lab on Utah’s remote 
Lost Mountain and terrorize a resort. The local ski 
instructor (Days of Our Lives’ Patrick Muldoon) 

is also an ex-Marine capable of kicking arachnid ass. 
That's good news, right? No! Not when it means 
that Muldoon gets more screen time than fellow 
Melrose Place alum Thomas Calabro, who's actually 
convincing as a captain of a small platoon assigned 
to contain the eight-legged freaks. Fortunately, the 
real star of any Sci Fi original is the carnage. This 
one is good and bloody. C= —Mandi Bierly 


8:30-9pm 

The Loop 

Fox, TV-14-D 

No, Sam, first come drugs, 
then the vehicle crash. 
You're so cart/horse. 


10-11Pm 

Brian Regan: 
Standing Up 
Comedy Central, TV-14 
You: Sitting. Laughing. 


Series Debut 
10-11pm 

John From Cincinnati 
TV-MA 

That David Milch magical 
surfer show Ken Tucker will 
tell you about next week. 


Season Finale 
10-11pm 

The Tudors 

Showtime, TV-MA 
What's up with the will- 
they-or-won't-they ads for 
Hank and Anne? History 
seems clear on this point. 


9-10Pm 

National Bingo Night 
ABC 

You'll print your cards 
early from now on, right, 
Mom? And | checked— 
you can't sue ABC. 


Series Return 
9-10Pm 

Standoff 

Fox, TV-14-LV 

Hostage negotiators in 
love return like old friends 
you forgot to miss. 


9-10Pm 

What Not to Wear: 
Wedding Spectacular 
TLC, TV-PG 

The one time even chunky 
chicks can pull off white. 


10:30-11pm 

Class of 3000 
Cartoon 

The kids replace authority 
figures with celebs. No, | 
know, but officially. 


Spring 
AWakening's 
Léa Michele 


M PREVIEW 
8-1lpm 

The American 
Theatre Wing’s 61st 
Annual Tony Awards 
CBS 

Forget the shows—you 
didn’t see (most of) 
them, anyway. Instead, 
come for the show—the 
song and dance that is 
theater's biggest night. 
Broadway babies Neil 
Patrick Harris and Angela 
Lansbury present, and 
we get perfs from Spring 
Awakening and Fantasia. 
Winners all around. 
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"AN ABC FAMILY. ORIGINALS 


He is not alone 


ye 


ALL NEW SEASON 


"2 Qtamily 


season ee june tl 
mondays at 8/7c 
ace can a new kind of family 
SEASON ON kyle xy soundtrack 


E . 
SSIFIED 
OF CLAS er now available on myspace records 


Play games, help kids 
and you just might 
meet Rosie’! 


Play FREE online puzzle, word and card 


games at Pogo.com to help raise money 
for Rosie’s For All Kids Foundation. 

The more you play, the more we raise! 
The Games begin June 7th, 2007. 


Go to www.pogo.com/rosie to learn more. 
Help kids win, and you might win’ a trip 
to New York to meet Rosie! 


“Two June Playfest Event Grand Prize winners will each receive a trip for two to New York, NY to attend the Rosie's Building 
Dreams for Kids Gala occurring in November 2007. See www.pogo.com/rosie for complete details and Sweepstakes Official Rules. 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Void where prohibited. Eligibility restrictions apply. June Playfest Sweepstakes Event #1 begins 6/7/07 
and ends 6/9/07, and Event #2 begins 6/28/07 and ends 6/30/07. 

Complete Sweepstakes Official Rules can be found at: www.pogo.com/rosie. 

©2007 Electronic Arts Inc. Pogo and Pogo.com are trademarks or registered trademarks of Electronic Arts Inc. in the US and/or other 
countries. All rights reserved. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 


RIHANNA: ROBERTO O'ESTE 


Here’s a fun game: Put on 
Rihanna’s catchy latest single, 
“Umbrella,” close your eyes, 
and pretend youre listening 
to the dearly departed ’90s 


Good Girl 
aac Bal R&B girl group SWV 
(Def Jam) (“Anything”). If, perchance, 


Pop | youhave an old Pathfinder 
with a boomin’ system to play 
it on, even better. Rihanna’s tangy tremolo is 
unmistakably reminiscent of early hip-hop-soul 
divas Monica and SWV’s Coko. And while the 
19-year-old Caribbean singer’s follow-up to last 
year’s A Girl Like Me is a meld of many genres— 
including ’80s pop and rock—at its finest, 
messiest moments, Good Girl Gone Badisa 
thrilling throwback to more than a decade ago, 
when upstart producers haphazardly mashed 
R&B with hip-hop to create chunky jeep an- 
thems such as Mary J. Blige’s “Real Love.” 
Superproducer Timbaland was barely a 
fledgling beatsmith then, but judging from his 
Good Girl standouts “Sell Me Candy” and “Lemme 
Get That,” he carries that era’s aesthetic firmly in 
his DNA. Both tracks are built on loping, crunchy 
reggae loops, the latter sounding as ifit were a 
strangely pleasing orchestration of adrum 
machine, a toy piano, and a bag of recyclable trash. 
Accordingly, Rihanna, whose delivery is typically 
less adventurous than that of stylized performers 


like Shakira or Beyoncé, admirably stretches her 
slightly nasal voice to grittier extremes. “Lemme 
Get That,” with its monstrous marching-band vibe 
and smart-alecky lyrics, showcases her newfound 
vocal sass. “I got a house, but I need new furni- 
ture,” she sings, teasing the words out Nelly-style. 
“Why spend mine when I can spend yers?” 

As hinted at by the album’s title, Rihanna 
works with edgier and wittier verse than on 
her two previous albums. In “Breakin’ Dishes,” 
Christopher “Tricky” Stewart (Britney Spears’ 
“Me Against the Music”) provides her with an 
appropriately frantic romp so she can wax 
neurotic about a stray man: “Is he cheating? 
Maybe, I don’t know,” she wonders. “I’m looking 
around for something else to throw.” 

Good Girl only goes bad when Rihanna tries 
her hand at treacly ballads and glum senti- 
ment. Surprisingly guilty are her high-profile 
songwriters. Justin Timberlake’s “Rehab” is 
a joyless overdose of midtempo melodrama. 
Meanwhile, “Question Existing,” penned 
by on-fire singer Ne-Yo, features a bleak 
monologue about fame in which Rihanna 
drones, “I don’t know who to trust.” 

Such world-weariness doesn’t suit her. 
Rihanna’s at her best when she’s brash and 
unpredictable and summoning the spirit of years 
past—even if she was only in kindergarten at the 
time. DOWNLOAD THIS: “Lemme Get That” 


‘Good’ 
Times 


Teen dance queen Rihanna 
borrows from decades past to 
deliver a saucy summer delight. 
BY NEILDRUMMING 
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‘Full’ Circle 


Paul McCartney takes an 
invigorating walk down Memory lane. 
BY CHRIS WILLMAN 


Paul McCartney isn’t about 
| | toleta little thing like a con- 
| | tentious divorce send him on 


a bleak confessional bender. 


Paul 
| Heopens Memory Almost 
Mccartney Full, his 21st solo album, in 
Almost Full fancy-free fashion, pulling 
(Hear Music) | out the mandolin and inviting 
Rock | pals over to “Dance Tonight” 


(an alternative gala to Danc- 
ing With the Stars?). Still, now that he’s 64, even 
rock’s most sanguine superstar is ultimately 
drifting toward weightier thoughts on mortality 
and the passing of time. Many of these Memory 
pieces have Macca taking stock of a pretty cool 
life that “went by in a flash” or, in “End of the 
End,” serenely anticipating his own final curtain. 
It’s his version of Bob Dylan’s Time Out of 
Mind...if Time Out of Mind had cutthroat pop 
instincts and whistling solos. 

Any Starbucks employee who'll be forced to 


Acompaniontothe | VariousArtists 
CD, John Carter | Anchored in Love: 
Cash's book, Anchored | A Tribute to June 

in Love: An Intimate ' Carter Cash 

Portrait of June Carter | (Dualtone) 

Cash (out June 12), 

willsatethe curiosity | Country 

of WalktheLinefans + | ovingly curated by John 


longing to learn more 

about the endearing \ 
love story of Johnny ' 
and June (below, in : 


Carter Cash, son of Johnny 
and June, this homage to 
his late mom features 
faithful covers of her clas- 
phy also paints an sics. Among the standouts: 
honest picture, warts | feisty crowd-pleaser “Jack- 
and all, of livingamong ; son” (Carlene Carter and 
legends: from happy ' Ronnie Dunn), the old- 
beginnings ontheroad | timey “Keep on the Sunny 
with his parents to his ' Side" (Brad Paisley), and 
ayer naulcineae | June Carter's most famous 
! composition, “Ring of 
are erie TS) be Fire" ees Stateien, It 
rv ! all hits home, but none 
! quite like Emmylou Harris’ 
:  tear-jerking take on the 
' tender “Song to John.” 
' 


1956). But the biogra- 


B+ —Shirley Halperin 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
Loretta Lynn’s 
“Wildwood Flower” 
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spin this nonstop—since Memory’s the flagship 
release on the chain’s new label—should take 
heart: McCartney’s ruminating has somehow 
inspired his zestiest music in eons. “If fate de- 
creed that all of this would make a lifetime, who 
am I to disagree?” he yowls in “That Was Me.” 
The lyrics are nostalgic, but the music avoids 

the self-consciously Beatlesque touches of 

his other recent discs, freeing him up to make 
the equivalent ofa great Wings album (a quality 
you'll recognize as soon as you hear “Only Mama 
Knows,” a rocker with a distinctly “Jet” engine). 
His best record since 1989’s Flowers in the Dirt, 
Memory is beautifully elegiac and surprisingly 
caffeinated. A~ >DOWNLOAD THIS: “Nod Your Head” 


Daddy Yankee 

El Cartel: The Big Boss 
(Interscope) 

Reggaeton 


“F--- my English,” snarls 
Daddy Yankee on one of 
the few Cartel cuts not 
entirely in Spanish. “The 
sound of the gun, it's 

a universal language.” 
Maybe, but the dominant 
vernacular on this record 
is bass. Here, the steady, 
dance-floor-quivering 
rhythms that make reg- 
gaeton a club staple are 
beefed up by hip-hop 
producers like Scott 
Storch and will.i.am. The 
results, nonetheless, are 
robotic: shrill melodies 
and beats so rigid and re- 
lentless, you'll find your- 
self praying for a break in 
the discourse. C —ND 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Me Quedaria” 

(“I Would Stay”) 


Marilyn Manson 
Eat Me, Drink Me 
(Interscope) 

Rock 


Manson's transformation 
from son-of-Satan scary to 
weird-smelling-geezer-on- 
the-bus creepy has been 
completed with the video 
for new single “Heart- 
Shaped Glasses,” where 
he can be seen pawing an 
undressed, bloody Evan 
Rachel Wood. And it is true 
that Drink Me lacks men- 
ace no matter how many 
times Manson uses the F- 
word (which, in “Evidence,” 
is a lot). Still, this collec- 
tion—musically driven 

by guitarist Tim Skold— 
boasts a clutch of Goth- 
rock numbers that, if not 
evil per se, are still devilish- 
ly good. B —Clark Collis 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Putting Holes in 
Happiness” 


The former 
Beatle ages 
with ease 


“The music 


avoids 
self-consciously 
Beatlesque 
touches... 
freeing him up 
to make the 
equivalent of a 
great Wings 
album.” 


T-Pain 
Epiphany 
(Konvict/Jive) 
R&B 


The Florida-based vocalist 
has recently achieved full- 
on radio ubiquity thanks to 
winning cameos on tracks 
such as Bow Wow's 
“Outta My System,” as 
well as Epiphany’s first 
single, “Buy U a Drank 
(Shawty Snappin’).” This 
sophomore LP boasts 
enough similarly catchy 
offerings to extend his 
reign on the airwaves. 

Like Akon, who signed 
him to Konvict Music, 
T-Pain has an unfortunate 
propensity for crude lyrical 
come-ons—but there's no 
denying the allure of his 
sinuous melodies. B+ 
—Simon Vozick-Levinson 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Buy U a Drank 

(Shawty Snappin’)” 
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STING: KEVIN MAZUR/WIREIMAGE.COM 


Me 


Jason Aldean 
Relentless 
(Broken Bow) 
Country 


\f you listened only to the 
initial hits from Aldean’s 
albums (“Hicktown" from 
his platinum debut and 
now “Johnny Cash”), you'd 
think he had personality. 
Unfortunately, the person- 
ality mostly belongs to 
John Rich, who co-wrote 
both songs. Once the intro- 
ductory rambunctiousness 
is past, there isn’t much 
gusto here—just indiffer- 
ently interpreted B-list 
material from Music Row's 
top tunesmiths. It does 
take nerve, though, to 
deliver a ballad with a 
chorus—“Every man dies, 
not every man lives"—so 
shamelessly ripped off 
from Braveheart. G —CW 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Grown Woman” 


No need for an internal-affairs investigation: The Police 
seemed awfully harmonious as their reunion tour kicked off 


Chris Cornell 


Carry On 
(Suretone/Interscope) 
Rock 


For people of a certain 
age and era, Cornell's 
status is iconic: the wild- 
haired howler who made 
Soundgarden more than a 
metal thing, or a grunge 
thing, or even just a '90s 
thing. After a decent but 
ultimately underwhelming 
run with Audioslave, that 
now-vintage Cornell is 
back on “No Such Thing,” 
the incendiary opener of 
his second solo release. 
And then...it goes away 
again. There is nothing 
wrong with a calmer, mel- 
lower Chris—after all, he's 
now a sober, fortysome- 
thing dad. But it's hard 
not to pine for the old fire. 
B —Leah Greenblatt 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 

“No Such Thing” 


Concert Review 


SYNCHRONICITY REDUX 


Fans fearing that the Police’s live show might end up being a Sting solo 
gig plus “Roxanne” can rejoice: The three music-teers are back! 


May 28 in Vancouver. In the band’s first official headlining 


gig since 1983, the formerly contentious threesome traded 
accolades, and during an encore of “So Lonely,” Sting even 


Tank 

Sex Love & Pain 
(Blackground/ 
Universal Motown) 
R&B 


Durrell Babbs has a limber 
tenor, hewn-granite looks, 
and a lengthy résumé of 
songwriting and produc- 
tion work for artists like 
Aaliyah and Omarion. 

One thing he lacks is a 
distinct identity. Tank's 
third CD covers each of its 
titular subjects in turn, 

via seductive slow jams 
(“When”), tender pledges 
(“I'm Coming Home”), and 
teary postcards from 
Splitsville (“Heartbreak- 
er”). They're all competent 
performances, but he 
never quite summons the 
strength to break free 
from commercial R&B 
conventions. B= —SVL 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 

“I'm Coming Home” 


THE CHART 


TOP ALBUMS 


MAROON 5 


It paid to wait a 
while for Soon: 
The L.A. funk- 
rockers’ follow-up 
to their 2002 
debut led the pack 
with 429K sold, 


THE TOP 20 WEENS ON 
LAST WEEK CHART 


i) MAROON 5 - 1 
It Won't Be Soon Before Long, A&M/Octone 


rj) LINKIN PARK 1 2 
Minutes to Midnight, Machine Shop/Warner Bros. 


— i) ©=OZZY OSBOURNE Black Rain, Epic — i] 


© The Prince of Darkness proves that, 
at 58, he’s still plenty heavy. His 152K 
bow may have benefited in part by 
giving disc buyers early access to a 
pair of tickets to the now-free Ozzfest. 


Ca 6UU.S.D.A. = 1 
Young Jeezy Presents U.S.D.A...., Def Jam 


© Lest you think Jeezy has suddenly 
left his rap career for a life in agricul- 
ture, U.S.D.A. actually stands for 
United Streets Dopeboyz of America, 
an Atlanta hip-hop trio. 


i) «6 THE USED Lies for the Liars, Reprise - 1 


© The Utah alt-metalers, whose third 
CD notched 92K, once played Ozzfest, 

and singer Bert McCracken even dated 
Ozzy’s daughter Kelly back in 2003. 


It’s all so connected! 
(3) DAUGHTRY Daughtry, RCA i | 27 
7 MICHAEL BUBLE 3 4 


Call Me Irresponsible, Reprise 


CARRIE UNDERWOOD a] 80 
Some Hearts, Arista Nashville 


tI) §©AVRIL LAVIGNE The Best Damn Thing. RCA 6 6 


uit NE-YO Because of You, Def Jam 7 4 


dropped a bonus compliment on his guitarist: Instead of 


“Welcome to this one-man show,” he sang “Welcome to the 


Andy Summers Show!" A nice display of magnanimity... 
and also not a bad one-sentence concert review. 
After two decades of performing nothing but jazz, 
Summers wasn’t about to play his ancient solos ex- 
actly the way you remember ‘em. It was his fusion-y 
improv that went furthest toward making these two 
hours more than the rote run-through they might 
appear to be on paper. The set list was a give- 
the-people-what-they-want affair, with no new 


material and 20 of the 22 songs (from “Can't Stand é 


Losing You” to “King of Pain”) found on the group's 
new hits collection. But Sting and hardest-working- 
stickman Stewart Copeland were no slouches 
either when it came to rousting overfamiliarity 
with harmonic variations and rhythmic de- 
rangement. Here's to the return of the power 
trio—and we do mean the power trio. A= —CW 


iis }=AMY WINEHOUSE 12 n 
Back to Black, Universal Republic 


ra = TANK Sex Love & Pain, Blackground 2 2 
M | hee | ii] WILCO Sky Blue Sky, Nonesuch 1 ze 


uc.) VARIOUS ARTISTS - 1 
Pirates...At World’s End soundtrack, Disney 


hi) §©=BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY 9 3 
Strength & Loyalty, Full Surface/Interscope 


i=) =©TAYLOR SWIFT Taylor Swift, Big Machine 13 31 
2 tyAl_ LIL BOOSIE Survival of the Fittest, Asylum - 

at: FERGIE The Dutchess, Interscope 18 36 
yi: §=AKON Konvicted, SRC/Universal Motown 15 28 


r4* VARIOUS ARTISTS 16 9 
NOW That's What | Call Music! Vol. 24, Capitol 


©2007 VNU BUSINESS MEDIA, INC /NIELSEN SOUNDSCAN. USED WITH PERMISSION FROM BILL BGAAD, JUNE 9.2007 
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Newlywed 
Games 


lan McEwan’s masterful novel 
recounts the fateful first night of 
two young honeymooners. 

BY JENNIFER REESE 


+ Director Joe 


Wright reunites with 
Pride & Prejudice 
star Keira Knightley 
for the film version of 
McEwan’s 2002 
novel, Atonement, 
due this December. 
The film follows a 
young girl who 
accuses her sister's 
lover (James 
McAvoy) of a crime 
he did not commit. 
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Some novelists darken with 
age, expressing ever deepening 
gloom about the human con- 
dition as they glimpse the big- 
ger picture. (Exhibit A: Philip 
Roth.) Others, unaccountably, 
soften. In the latter category 
is Ian McEwan, the British 
writer who began his career in 
the 1970s and’80s witha 
= string of macabre books about 
incest, depravity, and murder, but whose more 
recent work glows with a sweetly romantic faith 
in the human potential for happiness. In par- 
ticular, domestic happiness. It is not easily at- 
tained, however, this happiness of McEwan’s. 
And it is almost always under assault—by the 
demented stalker of Enduring Love, by Saturday’s 
disenfranchised intruder. In his latest novel, the 
exquisite On Chesil Beach, the threats to the good 
life are more prosaic but no less deadly: immatur- 
ity, impatience, the impulsive wrong decision. 
“They were young, educated, and both virgins 
on this, their wedding night, and they livedina 
time when a conversation about sexual difficulties 
was plainly impossible,” begins this compressed, 
crisp, but warmly specific fable. The year is 1962, 
and Edward Mayhew and Florence Ponting are 
dining in their hotel suite on England’s Chesil 
Beach. (Though it’s never mentioned, let alone 


lan McEwan 


McEwan's 
day at 
the Beach 


recited by anaked woman as in’05’s Saturday, the 
book evokes Matthew Arnold’s poem Dover Beach.) 
They are deeply in love, astate that McEwan 
treats tenderly and with utmost respect: “They 
had so many plans, giddy plans, heaped up before 
them in the misty future, as richly tangled as the 
summer flora of the Dorset coast, and as beautiful.” 
Moving gracefully between the two, McEwan 
captures both their shared joy and their terrible 
private worries, almost exclusively about what will 
transpire when they approach the “four poster bed, 
rather narrow, whose bedcover was pure white and 
stretched startlingly smooth, as though by no 
human hand.” Edward—eager, ordinary— 
fears “arriving too soon.” Florence agonizes 
not about arrival, but the journey itself. 
Sexual squeamishness has never been written 
about more adroitly or sympathetically. In a wed- 
ding handbook Florence finds “certain phrases 
that almost make her gag: mucous membrane, and 
the sinister and glistening glans. Other phrases 
offended her intelligence, particularly those con- 
cerning entrances: Not long before he enters her...” 
Put like this, you can hardly blame her. But 
toward that portentous bed and their future they 
proceed, Edward and Florence, with their anxi- 
eties as well as their ardent, fragile love. To reveal 
what lies in store would lessen the pleasure 
of reading this small masterpiece, though it’s hard 
to imagine that anything could spoil it. 
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Right Livelihoods 
Rick Moody 
Novellas 


Textual analysis 
is the running 
theme in 
Moody's three 
novellas. In 
“The Omega Force,” a 
drunken retiree consults a 
sub-Clancy spy novel when 
sizing up the suspicious 
people seen at his resort 
town's airstrip. In “K&K," an 
administrator at an insur- 
ance brokerage investigates 
some way-outside-the-box 
ideas that appear in the 
suggestion bin (“You ought 
to throw this f---ing coffee 
machine out the window 
and run over it with a car”). 
This is Moody at his most 
self-indulgent: the painful 
archness of tone, the 
empty narrative play. Skip 
to the superior “Albertine 
Notes," a tight and grimy 
dystopian sci-fi that reads 
like an update of Philip K. 
Dick. B —Troy Patterson 
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THE MSTHEANOOD OF THE THAVELING PANTS: 


Ann 


®@rashares 


ie Bast) Summer 


ob 
_ 


e a . 
Everything | Needed to | 


; Know About Being.a Girl » 


* 1 Learned en 
/ Gudy. Blume 


Jinnrren Conners , 


The Harlequin, 
Laurell K. Hamilton 
Supernatural Thriller 


Anita Blake, 
Vampire 
Hunter, returns 
for her 15th go 
in Hamilton's 
wildly popular paranormal 
series, but this time she's 
the prey. Anita's been 
marked by the Harlequin, 
the vampire secret police, 
and though they're sup- 
posed to just be watching 
her and her many lovers, 
someone's out for blood. If 
you're not used to words 
like wererats—who knew?— 
you'll be tempted to skip 
ahead to the sex scenes. 
(Warning: The hookups are 
not nearly as numerous as 
you'd expect, considering 
Anita's a succubus and all, 
but they're as NC-17 as 
ever.) Longtime fans, how- 
ever, will get sucked into 
the juicy political power 
plays unfolding outside the 
bedroom. B —Mandi Bierly 


This Time, 
This Place 
Jack Valenti 
Memoir 


hope, The ex-MPAA 

sts czar who died 
in April had 
“a fascinating 

herve life,” but this 
sometimes self-aggrandiz- 
ing tome is only fitfully so. 
He offers a rousing account 
of his WWII bombing mis- 
sions, JFK's assassination 
(he was in the motorcade), 
and his three-year stint as 
one of LBU's closest aides. 
But aside from niblets on 
the movie ratings system's 
creation and the Acade- 
my’s 2003 DVD-screener 
debacle, his Hollywood 
chapters oddly lack insight: 
Liz Taylor is “classy”; Bono 
is “world-famous”; various 
lawyers, producers, and 
restaurants are “first-class.” 
To paraphrase Shakespeare 
(a Valenti idol), there's too 
much blather signifying 
nothing. B= —Tim Purtell 


THE LAST SUMMER (OF YOU AND ME) 


The Thorn of 
Lion City 
Lucy Lum 
Memoir 


As Lum and 
her father hid 
from Japanese 
bombers dur- 
ing WWII, they 
began relating the family 
history that forms the 
basis of this book. The 
main player is Popo, Lum's 
grandmother, a prideful 
matriarch who drives 
Lum’s father to drink, sells 
servants into brothels, or 
watches, cigarette in 
hand, as they are beaten 
until brain-damaged. Her 
own grandchildren fare 

no better—she sears the 
lips of naughty ones with 
burning wicks. Still, this 
brutal world is described 
with such grace that, like 
Lum, you may develop 
vicarious nostalgia for the 
“delicious roasting smell” 
of her grandfather's opium 
pipe. B+ —Stewart Allen 


The Collected 
Stories 

Leonard Michaels 
Story Collection 


Michaels, who 
Leonarn died in 2003 at 
MICHAELS age 70, inhab- 

“S ited a middle 

zone between 
writers’ writer and cult hero. 
He wrote first sentences 
that hooked you unobtru- 
sively (“When my Uncle 
Moe dropped dead of 
a heart attack | became 
expert in the subway 
system"). He could sound 
absurdist like Donald Bar- 
thelme one day, and, the 
next, like a Beat poet, as in 
the lyrical litany “In the Fif- 
ties": “| had an automobile 
accident. | did the mambo... 
| used to think that some- 
day | would write a fictional 
version of my stupid life 
in the fifties.” Whether he 
was writing a classic story 
or a memoirlike vignette, 
his style seemed free and 
easy. A —Troy Patterson 


LULU MEETS GOD AND DOUBTS HIM 


Ann Brashares The author of The Sister- 
hood of the Traveling Pants tries a heavier 
wardrobe. Two twentysomething sisters and 
Paul, their troubled, rich pal, grapple with se- 
tious issues: sex, career, and illness. Source 
of Angst While Paul and bookish Alice have 
a secret affair, athletic, once-confident Riley 
finds herself adrift. Bottom Line Though its 
Terms of Endearment trajectory can feel 
manipulative, Brashares’ writing is natural, in- 
sightful, and affecting. A~ —Leah Greenblatt 


EVERYTHING | NEEDED TO KNOW 
ABOUT BEING AGIRL!I 

LEARNED FROM JUDY BLUME 

Two dozen writers riff on how Blume's frank 
coming-of-age tales affected them. Source 
of Angst What isn't? From menstruation to 
illicit exploits in the suburbs, no taboo is left 
unexamined. Bottom Line While a couple es- 
says read like rambling therapy sessions, wry 
pieces like Stacey Ballis’ “Forever...Again” 
and Lara M. Zeises' “The M Word" make this 
more than a nostalgia trip. B —Clarissa Cruz 


Danielle Ganek Ganek takes on the egos of 
Manhattan's art world through 28-year-old 
“gallerina" Mia McMurray—and the clamor 
surrounding the much-coveted painting of the 
title. Source of Angst Though Mia longs to 
show her own work, she sadly lacks a crucial 
ingredient: talent. Bottom Line Ganek obvi- 
ously knows the art world, but her light satire 
is ultimately too featherweight to sustain the 
plot, and she too transparently telegraphs the 
outcome of Mia's romantic interests. B —LG 


DEDICATION 
Emma McLaughlin and Nicola Kraus In the 
new novel by The Nanny Diaries’ authors, Kate 


goes to confront Jake, her now-famous first 


love, who's returning to their hometown for 

an MTV special. Source of Angst Jake not 
only used their relationship for fodder for his 
hit songs, he also failed to credit his ex-band- 
mates (and childhood pals). Bottom Line 
Despite hilarious insidery details about the 
media world, it's baffling why Kate would pine 
this long over someone so one-note. B= —CC 
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Dad's one of a 


kind. Give him a 
gift that is too. 


Re 
“14 


Create the perfect Father's Day gift 
at a KODAK Picture Kiosk. You can 
go big with enlargements, re-tell 
your favorite story in a collage, or 
personalize a card—in seconds. 


Get $3 off an 8"x 10" enlargement 
or 8"x 10" collage. 


Visit www.kodak.com/go/kioskgifts 
for great deals on enlargements. 


Personalize it. Kodak 


@Eastman Kodak Company, 2007. Kodak is a trademark of 
Eastman Kodak Company. 


TEARING DOWN THE 

WALL OF SOUND 

Mick Brown A bruising portrait of 
legendary music producer Phil Spector, 
who discussed his bipolar disorder in a 
rare interview two months before Lana 
Clarkson's violent death. Ex-wives, ex- 
Ronettes, acolytes, and enemies further 
testify to his paranoia and brilliance. Fun 
Fact Dee Dee Ramone is flattered when 
Spector, typically, pulls a pistol on him: 
“Phil Spector wants to kill me!” Low- 
down Be grateful you're not on the jury so 
you can read it now. A= —Chris Willman 


JOHN PEEL 

John Peel and Sheila Ravenscroft 
(paperback) British radio legend Peel 
nurtured generations of left-field musi- 
cal talent; the White Stripes’ Jack White 
describes him as “the greatest DJ the 
world has ever known” in the foreword 
to this autobiography, completed by 
Peel's wife after his 2004 death. Fun 
Fact Peel once played a track by speed 
metallers Napalm Death that was 

0.75 seconds long. Lowdown Like the 
man himself, both drily humorous and 
engagingly sentimental. B —Clark Collis 


Spare Change 
Robert B. Parker 
Thriller 


RobertB. [he “Spare 
Parker Change Killer” 


leaves three 

coins by each of 

his victims. It 
seems he’s resurfaced after 
some 20 years, and Boston 
PI Sunny Randall is called to 
assist her dad, a former cop 
who investigated the origi- 
nal murders. But when one 
flirty suspect gives her the 
willies during an interroga- 
tion, she begins meeting him 
socially to confirm her sus- 
picions that he’s their man. 
It's a potentially explosive 
plan, but Parker spends more 
time detailing the creepy 
charge between Sunny and 
her Malkovich-like mark 
than in building tension. As 
a result, Spare Change feels 
less like a whodunit than 
a methodical march toward 
a foregone conclusion. 
With naughty bits, of 
course. B= —Bob Cannon 


Be Near Me 
Andrew O'Hagan 


Novel 


* Father David An- 
derton moves to 
a small Scottish 
parish and almost 
willfully begins 
dismantling his life, allowing 
himself to be cast in the most 
villainous of roles: predatory 
Catholic priest. After avoiding 
difficult questions and 
desires for years, this intelli- 
gent, witty, and thoroughly 
likable character, now in his 
50s, befriends some students 
in his parish school, notably 
Mark McNulty, a sexy, slippery 
15-year-old, Early in their 
ambiguous friendship, Mark 
notes, “Some people would 
think it weird, wouldn't they, 
a priest and a young guy 
sitting in a car?” Yes, they 
would. But the boy is also far 
less innocent than his priest, 
making their relationship— 
and O'Hagan’s beautiful, 
astute novel—all the more 
complicated. A= —JR 


¥ 


Island of the Lost 
Joan Druett 
Nonfiction 
23. In 1864, the 
Lae crews of two 
sailing vessels 
had the misfor- 
i tune of being 


shipwrecked on the same 
small island 300 miles south 
of New Zealand. Their fates 
couldn't have been more 
different. One group of 19 
survivors succumbed to 
despair—the ensuing chaos 
claimed the lives of all but 
three. But on another part 

of the island, five hardy 
souls endured for 18 months 
before they devised a 

heroic escape. Battling the 
elements and privations, 
they exhibited the kind of 
courage and resourcefulness 
that would do Crusoe proud. 
Despite the generic 
TNT-original-movie title, 
Druett's well-researched 
account earns its place in any 
good collection of survival 
literature. B —Wook Kim 


HAN PINES 


Bangkok Haunts 
John Burdett 
Thriller 


Pensive detec- 
tive Sonchai 
Jitpleecheep is 
back, regaling 
us with lurid 
tales of Bangkok brothels, 
opining endlessly on the 
West (“It's a culture of 
hypocrisy..."), and tackling 
another grisly murder in 
the third installment 

of Burdett's saucy series. 
The victim: Sonchai's 
former lover, Damrong, an 
enigmatic hooker who 

is snuffed in a snuff movie. 
Burdett's lavish descrip- 
tions of the Thai sex trade, 
so fresh in the first Sonchai 
novel, have grown a bit 
wearisome, often coming 
at the expense of the plot. 
But when he sends Sonchai 
into the hard-up country- 
side to meet Damrong's 
family and prunes back the 
juvenile asides, this thriller 
does, in fact, haunt. 8B —JR 


BANGKOK 
HAUNTS 


What You 
Have Left 
Will Allison 
Debut Novel 


On the day of 
his wife's 
funeral, Wylie 
Greer drops off 
his 5-year-old 
daughter, Holly, 
at his father- 
in-law's South Carolina 
dairy farm and never 
returns. That act forms the 
core of Allison's remarkable, 
understated novel in stories. 
Chapters hopscotch in time 
and point of view, encom- 
passing Holly's steady and 
principled hubby, her auto- 
racing mom, and a variety 
of other characters whose 
flaws and very flawed 
decision making are both 
real and recognizable. Alli- 
son has a precocious knack 
for detail (“a nursing home... 
that smelled of Pine-Sol 
and pea soup”) and for 
plain, old-fashioned story- 
telling. A~ —Thom Geier 


Three Bags Full 


Leonie Swann 


Mystery 


It would be 
easy to think of 
this novel—in 
which a flock 
of Irish sheep 
investigate the murder of 
their shepherd—as a silly 
attempt to inject some 

life into the crime genre. 
Despite the whimsical 
conceit and tone (“Sheep 
are not talkative folk. That's 
because their mouths are 
often full of grass"), 
Swann produces a clever 
spin on the ol’ whodunit. 
She stocks her tale with a 
ewe detective named Miss 
Maple and a former circus 
denizen called Othello, 
each offering hay-filled 
interpretations of the 
human world (Jesus on 
the cross seems to be “the 
helpless victim of a knife- 
throwing act”). The result: 
a delightfully offbeat 

yarn. A= —Gilbert Cruz 


From Our Staff 


‘CABIN PRESSURE’ 


We all dream about reliving our favorite childhood 
experiences, For his first book, Cabin Pressure, 

Josh Wolk decided to actually do it. In 2003, Wolk 
took a nine-week break from his job as an EW senior 
writer to work at the Maine camp where he had 
spent eight blissful summers swimming and hiking 
as a camper and counselor in the ’8Os. “There were a 
lot of cracks about bug juice,” says Wolk, 37, of the 
teasing he got from his colleagues at the time. “My 
[EW] editor actually demanded some sort of leather 
craft,” he recalls. “I believe | made her a key chain.” 


Wolk’s return to the 


roughin’-it days of his youth coincided with the run-up to 
his nuptials with TV talk-show producer Christine 
Schomer, who he says was “strangely encouraging” about 
the project. “We were arguing about this wedding so 
much that she was like, ‘Why don’t you go away for two 
months and tell your opinions to a bunch of 14-year-old 
kids?’” Wolk laughs. Now that he has children of his own, 
is the camp bug finally out of his system? “I’m thrilled 
that my kids will be able to go to camp,” Wolk says, “but 
from now on, | can leave it to them.” —Adam Markovitz 


THE CHARTS 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


THE 6TH 
TARGET 


For the second week in 
a row, the sixth install- 
ment of best-seller 
Patterson's Women's 
Murder Club series 
remains in the top slot. 


FICTION TOP 10 


1 THE 6TH TARGET James Patterson and Maxine Paetro 2 
1 


BAD LUCK AND TROUBLE Lee Child 


© With 275,000 copies in print, the lth 
novel in the Jack Reacher series—in which the 
ex-military cop tries to uncover who’s killing 
members of his old Army unit—is Child’s 
highest hardcover debut to date. 


INVISIBLE PREY John Sandford 


© The former Pulitzer Prize-winning journal- 
ist snags a big debut with his 17th book featur- 
ing Minneapolis detective Lucas Davenport. 


BY swriscemsooenies 
Michael Chabon 
3 


RANT Chuck Palahniuk 


THE WOODS Harlan Coben 


PEARL HARBOR Newt Gingrich & William R. Forstchen 


© After completing a trilogy of Civil War 
novels, former House Speaker Gingrich and 
historian Forstchen reteam to launch anew 
alternate history series focusing on WWII. 


vie) =| HEARD THAT SONG BEFORE Mary Higgins Clark 


NONFICTION TOP 10 


THE SECRET Rhonda Byrne 


EINSTEIN Walter Isaacson 


THE DANGEROUS BOOK FOR BOYS 
Conn and Hal Igguiden 


GOD IS NOT GREAT Christopher Hitchens 3 


4 
7 
with Steven L. Hopp and Camille Kingsolver 
1 
3 


2 
3 


6 

? ec 
B] srriecarerormesomicnt > 
9 


JESUS OF NAZARETH 1 
Pope Benedict XVI 


i'} PRESIDENTIAL COURAGE Michael Beschloss 2 
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FAMOUS 


LAST WORDS 


. 


. 


‘; By Dalton Ross 


For aweekly, expanded version of The Glutton, or to 
talk back to Dalton, go to ew.com/glutton 


ere’s the question I get asked most often when I tell people 

I work at ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY: “Really? Say, how does 

that Mary Hart stay so perky and delightful?” But after care- 

fully explaining the difference between ENTERTAINMENT 

WEEKLY and Entertainment Tonight, I am usually posed with this all- 

too-predictable follow-up: “Yeah, whatever. Anyway, what celebrities 

do you know?” J make it a point to pause for a moment be- 

fore answering, letting them enjoy their brief moment of 

bliss believing they are conversing with someone who actu- 

ally converses with famous people on a regular basis. Then 
[hit them with the depressing truth: I know no one. 

Well, not quite no one (see below), but it’s not like I could 

fill aroom—or even a closet—with them. A good deal of this 

is because I spend 99 percent of my time on the job either 


Guess what happened to me as I was trying to 
wipe cat piss off my bathroom floor this morning. 
Instead of the all-purpose spray, I grabbed the 
bottle of shower-curtain cleaner by mistake. Can 
you believe that? Shower-curtain cleaner!”). Yet 
random people like you and me do this all the time. 
I can’t help but wonder what folks are thinking 
when they approach an actor and interrupt his din- 
ner to chat him up about some action movie from 
17 years ago where he waged war on a Jamaican 
drug kingpin named Screwface. Where does this 
compulsion come from? Sure, you might be able to 
say, “Hey, I met Steven Seagal,” but is itreally worth 
it when Steven Seagal is most likely calling in a 
restraining order? Or, even worse, kicking your ass? 
Of course, I don’t always follow my own advice. 
Once, after a few too many (okay, seven) beers, 
I decided to bond with a famous musician (who 
shall remain nameless to protect me from further 
ridicule) who I knew to be born and bred in my 
hometown of Washington, D.C. I tried to impress 
him by talking about hardcore, emo, go-go, and 
all the hip music movements that started in D.C., 
and even attempted to administer some sort of 
secret nation’s-capital handshake. Just one prob- 
lem: He wasn’t actually from D.C. (He 
tried to tell me this several times through- 
out the conversation but I was too busy 
babbling on about the Smithsonian.) 
Anyway, the point is, seven beers is 
way too many. Furthermore, even had I 
been chugging Fantas, we would both 
have been better off sticking to our 
own. You see, celebrities and we normal 
folk are different breeds. We go toa 


chained to a desk or perfecting the dent in my couch as I “It’s notthat surty auaieina bere of wine. They 
slog through all manner of ridiculous reality television ’ ; 

i ; ; I’m shy.... | go to aparty and walk out with a $10,000 
(National Bingo Night? Sure, why not!). But even on those don’ttalkto gift bag. I could go on and on with 
rare occasions when I do find myself within striking distance celebrities examples like this, but it’s simply too 
of a famous person, I keep my comments to myself. It’s not ¢ depressing. Suffice it to say, we just 
that I’m shy. Nor do I consider myself above them. On orone don’t share many experiences that lend 
the contrary, I don’t talk to celebrities for one verygoodrea-  VElY good Siemeelyes to bonding. So next time 
sn=they don’t want talc tome person sea ee el 

of} ° = 5 S : 
And why would they? First off, lam not beautiful. And sec they don’t to talk tome?” And if you're absolutely, 
ondly, I have nothing to impart from my life that would be of want to positively sure that he does, at least 
any interest to them whatsoever (“Scarlett, this is crazy. talktome.” makesureto get his hometown right. 


THE FIVE 


1. Eric Mabius 2. Jeff Probst 


| think the host with the 


3. Bruce Campbell 


The Five Celebrities That I Do Actually Correspond With From Time to Time 


4. Leslie Grossman 5. Jerry Buckner of 


Poor guy. He has to talk to 
me, lest the incriminating 
pictures | took of him back 
in college 
make their 
way to the 
back page of 
this mag. 
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most is simply amused— 
and perhaps a bit fright- 
ened—by my 
Survivor ob- 

sessiveness, 
Also wears a 
lot of hats. 


| actually once traveled to 
Dunkirk to meet the Evil 
Dead star for a story, 

and | don't 

travel to 

towns called 

Dunkirk for 

just anyone. 


The Popular actress is an- 

other college pal, proving all 
my friends turned out to be 
far more suc- 

cessful than | 

did. How 

completely 

depressing. 


Buckner & Garcia 
C'mon, he totally counts as 
a celebrity. The dude wrote 
“Pac-Man 
Fever,” for 
crying out 
loud! Re- 
spect is due! 


ILLUSTRATION BY QUICKHONEY 
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Everyone 


appreciates 


an upgrade: 
Introducing Hyatt 
Summerfield Suites’ 


Now you can feel The Hyatt Touch’ at Hyatt Summerfield Suites. 
Hyatt” is reinventing the all-suites hotel with new design and amenities more in 

step with today’s travelers. You'll find free high-speed Internet, complimentary full 
breakfast and Evening Reception, plus the comfort of the Hyatt Grand Bed? And with 
Hyatt Gold Passport? every stay can be more rewarding. If you enjoy getting more 


than you expected, make your reservation today. Welcome to more?’ 


Call 866 XS HYATT (866 974 9288) or visit HyattSummerfieldSuites.com. 
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HYAT T 
SUMMERFIELD 
SUITES” 


JUNE 29. 


MOVIE MAGIC. MULTIPLIED. 


FROM MOVIE MAKING TO MOVIE WATCHING, Intel® Core” technology is ; 
a key ingredient. Pixar used it while making Ratatouille, and the advanced 
 % computing capabilities let them bring the movie to life faster than ever. 


You can enjoy the same performance when you're watching movies on your 
PC - at home or on-the-go - with the Intel® Core”2 Duo processor. With your 
notebook, get up to 2X better mobile performance’ and great battery life. 
The Intel® Core”2 Duo processor excels at the most intensive entertainment 
applications, allowing you to enjoy high-def audio and video. 

GREAT ENTERTAINMENT STARTS WITH INTEL INSIDE. 


JUNE 29. Find out what's cooking at www.thebestingredients.com. 


Urea Atel PCMark*0S comparing latest-generation Intel" Centrino” processor technology-based notebooks with a comparable frequency single-core 
\ el Centrino processor Lechaho tener Actual performance may vary. See http://www. intel.com/performance/mobile/benchmarkshtm for important additional information. 
©2007 wast Corporation. All rights reserved. intel, the ant 1og0, Intel Core and Core Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the US. and other countries. Ratatouille elements © Disney/Pixar. 


